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vritten ſome Tears ſine = 
without the thou aghr that, paſſubly, u i 
might be of farther uſe than for the i 


entertainment of the Writer : \ Tet 


ſo little expreſs Intention mas there 
75 Publiſhing the Product of th 

iſare Hours it empiq d, that theſe 
Papers lay by for above tuo Tears un. 1 
vi and almoſt F. After 
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I .)be Preface. _ 
F mhich time, being perus'd and Cor- 
rected, they were communicated to 
ſome Friends of the Authors, who 
Jain them capable to be uſeful, 
= they are now ſent into the World in 
that Hope. | 


There is nothing pretended or ſup- 
pos'd to be in them which is not obvi- 
ous: but Traths the moſt evident, are 
ſometimes overlook'd , or not ſuf- | 
ficiently and aniverſally attended to: | 
And where theſe; are Truths of o. 

ent, it in nol Service, by frequent _. 

repreſentations of them, to procure 
them attention. A 


5 ure 
I think there can be ng 1 


Concer d for the Vice an Immorlli- 
thut abounds among ft us, who have 
| ot ſometimes reſtected upon looſe oN 0 
careleſs Education, as onecauſe there: | 
of ; * Bat yet the great meight that 
L Touth, & of, in feſpect both of Peg- 
Ples preſent und fur. Felicity, is if 
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10 The Prefee. 
5% ſettPdin the Minds of Parents, 
* 4570 be ſteadily look*d apau by them as 
| the one thing to that degree Weceſſary, 
that without due care talen then 
of, all other indeavours, to render. 
their Children happy, either in this. 
Life, or in that mhich is ta come, are 
likely to be very — ineffi cac i ous (DIAPER 


SSC TOE IVWAICEDLLLLY 
104 right dnfradtios; {nregard i 

of Vertae, conſiſts in joiuine sg i 
; ther, inſeparablyggood Principles with i 
%%%ͤ theſe; ning 
inſufficient withgat th: be ler, is like: i 
4 m/e, I preſume, ud nem Thong N 
Ba, yer <what\ appears to me tobe, 
very litile reſtected upon. Mf hen this 

4, duly conſider d, People cannot, 
think, but be ſoon convinc d from 
what Hands the right InſrGign ſpo- 
ken of, ought % come 1 for not hing 


can, in my Opinion, be more obvious 


05 1 7590 a hall pr¹νEi . ʒ/ 
eilte, aigeſtea one fm en Une 188 
Nad, 2 eee boca 
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The Preſace. nts 


red ing of one ſingle Soul into the 
paths of Vertae, Iſball not repent the 
Publiſhing | them : And however 
tſeteſs they may be to this end ( ſincere- 
ly aid at) yet the very Deſign will 
intitle them to no unfavourable re- 
ception : For but to indeavour to 
contribute, in the leaſt degree, to the 
Honour of God, or Good of Man- 
kind', can never ſtand in need of 
Pardon. And fuch a Modeſty or Fear 
of \ diſpleaſing an as 'withholds Men 
from enterprizing the one, or the o- 
ther of theſe, where nothing but their 
own Credit is hazarded; ſhould the de- 
gn not ſucceed, is, on the contrary, 


1 


very blume able. i 

W I BUDDY KOY \ 2 | 3.42 | 

-» Beſides theſe two Motives, could I 
nel any other to ingage me in the de- 


fence of Vertae, I ſbould find yet 4 


_ very powerful one in that 5 2 Af- 
fection which I pay, and 1 
every Subject om 0 4 Goop 
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way ſerviceable to the reducing or di-. 
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The Preface. 
] am fully per ſwaded, would not ſa 
much Joy ale Acceſſion of 7 
Kingdoms to her Dominions, as to 
ſee Ne People, already happy in Her 
Government over them, indeavour- 
ing to make themſelves and one au. 
his ſo, in following the great Ex- 
ample which She ſets them of. Vertue 
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Age 2. Line 6. ö Read of R- 
rional, p. 8. I. 19. afford r. afforded, 
P. 20. l. 22. thereof 45 Guihy either, r. there- 
of either , p. 29. I. 13. r. Moment, p. 

37. 12 29. f. that 10. this Atheiſm, J. 25. T. at- 
= - nributed the, p. 41. I. 10. this, or That ; T r. 
1bis,or that this, p. 50. l. 13. f Religion and Vertue, 
3 viz. The r. of Religion: and Vertue, viz. the, p. 
56515. 2, I. cxt#:yſick, p. 66. l. 5. r. indu d, l. 10. 
38 r. means, p. 69. I. 27. r. greateſt, p. 77. 1. 13. r. 
meaſures, p. 80. I. 20. r. or have been thought to 

have drawn, p. 82. I. 5. r. Deiſts, p. 10g. l. 11. 

Te. does, p. 110. I. 10. r. appear, in. p. 111. I. 23. 

if r. that, p. 114. I. 24. r. Aule, p. 1 23. I. 3. r. 

conceiving, l. G. r. care ful, l. 21. r. that of Vertue, 

p. 126. 1. 15. dele even, p- 127. l. 23. r. or 

3 p. 129. I. 1. preſs r. male, I. 10. r. re- 

d. of our, I. 21, thoſe firm r. from thoſe, p. 130. 

1:98; 135 ae ed r. do 15 1 2 
natur al, p. 131. I. 16. make r. not, p. 133. I. 8. 

r. Perſons, P · 136. J. 5. S. in the World r. in, in 
the World, p. 138. I. 25. Reaſon either r. Reaſon 
ſuſpelted eitber, l. 16. r. Conſequences, p. 165. 

|. 13. 1. uſeleſs, . 175. J. I, 2. Is of vain, Ps 

181. J. 5. r. of Nobleme n, p. 187. I. 26. I. neceſ- 
ſüianrily, p- 199. l. 16. r. near, p. 200. I. 1, 2. T. 
= were by, I, 12. r. of ber affairs, . 207» J. 25. 

r. Id, not, p. 209. 114+ r. / Fl 
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and ſatisfactory a Pleas: ., 
ſure, to thoſe who are 
— capable of it, as Ratio- 
nal Converfation gives: And to 
me, depriv*d of that En; ment, 
the remembrance thereof, is, 1 
my preſent Solitude, the moſt de- 
lightful Entertainment: Wherein 
ſome of my leiſure hours will not, 


I hope, be miſpent, ſhould chi 
engage me to proſecute uch 
7 IF „ 


ige al Wei 13 | 
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king their riſe from a particular 


Enquiry, and thence proceeding 
to a general Conſideration of the 


Folly and Madneſs of t Ratio- 


nal Creature's acting, as if oY | 


had no other Principle to dir 
or determin them, than the In- 
citements of their Paſſions and 


Appetites, comprehended at once 


the unhappineſs of Mankind, both 


Here and Hereafter, Since thofe 


Breaches of the Eternal Law of 
Reaſon, which diſorder Com- 


mon-wealths and Kingdoms; di- 
ſturb the Peace of Families; and 
make by far the greateſt part of 


the Private Infelicities of Particu- 
lar Perſons in this World, are what 


- Soveraigu Diſpoſer of all 
things has ordain'd,” {hall ren- 
der Men miſerable. in a future 
A ſurveꝝ of, which Moral Irre- 
gularitics, as bringing into view | 
A large Scene of Human Depravi- 


ty, 


Thoughts as were lately ſuggeſted 
to me by others. The which ta- 


* 


LP. 


WF ji 


ty, does indeed furniſh matter for 
melagcholy, rather than pleaſin 
Contemplations: But the Min 
is ſometimes no leſs affected with 
Delight, wherein there is a mix 
ture of ſadneſs on Subjects, which 
in themſelves conſider'd are un- 
grateful, than on occaſions the 
moſt welcome to us: And ſuch 1 
juſt zeal in any for the intereſts q 
Vertue, as makes them, with 4 
Charitable concern, reflect on the 
miſcarriages of others, and thence 
take occaſion to examine their 
own Actions by the true Rules 
and Meafures of their Duty, ex- 
reſſes a diſpoſition of Mind too 
coming Rational Creatures, 
and too ſeldom met withal, not to 
pleaſe, tho? excited by Repreſen- 
tations which are diſagreeable; 
provided they are of ſuch a mat» 
ter as is not then new to our 
Tas: oP TEN 
That the Groſs of Mankind do 
every where live in oppoſition to 
that Rule of Nature Which they 
1 B 2 ought 
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7 
ought to obey, is a ſad Truth; 


$23.37 ' 57 
but that we who have this Rule 


. enforc'd by a clearer Light, are in- 


cluded herein, and do in this find 
the ſource of many Evils, not 24 
» 


fear'd, but which we actually fee 


are Conſiderations yet more affe- 
Eting, and not a little aggravated 
in that, within Memory, this 
heretofore ſober Nation has been 
debauch'd from Principles of Ver- 
tue and Religion, to ſuch an ex- 
ceſs of Vice and Prophaneneſs, 
that it has been Faſhionable to 


base no ſhame of the groſſeſt 


Immoralities; and Men have 


thought even to recommend 


themſeves by avow'd Impiety. A 
Change which could not be conſi- 
der'd without extream regret b 

all who either were in earneſt 
Chriſtians, or who truly lov'd the 
Proſperity of their Country: And 


as upon this occaſion there was 


rea ſon to be ſenſible that nothing 


operates ſo powerfully as the ex- 
ample of Princes; ſome have been 
an a 


— 
- 


ſiſt among any People whatſoe- 


ver. But Experience ſhews that 


Humane Nature is much eaſier 


led into Evil, than reduc'd from 
it; and that inveterate Maladies 


4 


are difficultly curd. 


When Men's Practices have in- 
fected their Principles and Opini- 
ons; and theſe have had time a- 
gain reciprocally to confirm them 
in their Vicious Habits and Cu- 
ſtoms, the whole Conſtitution is 
corrupted ; and the Perſonal Ver- 
tue then of the Prince (howevea © 
conſpicuous) will not, without a 
concurrence of other means, in- 
fluence farther than to make (it 
may be) ſome change in the Gatb, . 


or Faſhion of Men's Vices. 


A due and vigorous Execution 
ws againſt Immora- 
| lity 


2 4 


- of proper La 


of later Years induc'd to hope for 
a revolution in our Manners, no 
leſs advantageous than what has 
hitherto ſecur'd thoſe Civil and 
Religious Liberties, without which 
it is impoſſible for Vertue to ſub- 


6 O 


J lty and Prophaneneſs, is that a- 


lone which will effectually reſtrain 
Ss them: And a right care had of 
Education, is the only humane 
means of making People truly 
Vertuous. Whenever our inferiour 
Magiſtrates ſhall be ſuch as will 
ba 4 terror to Evil doers, and en- 
couragers of thoſe who do well, and 
when Parents ſhall. be perſwaded 
that it is in their power to pro- 
cure to their Children more valu- 
able Treaſures than Riches and 
Honours ;. the, ancient Vertue of 
our Anceſtors will then quickly 
be equall*'d, if not ſurpaſs'd, by 
that of their Poſterity: But till 
then, it is in vain to expect that 
| any great Advances ſhould, be 
made towards an Amendment, as 
neceſſary to our preſent and Na- 
tional, as to our Perſonal and Fu- 
ture Happineſs. Tres] 
What the force of Education 


is upon our Minds, and how by a. 


| wealths and Kingdoms have flou- 
iy Gan al, 


F 


h 
| 
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(7) 
riſned, and become famous; 


and how much this has been re- 
commended by Wiſe Men in all 


Ages, requires hut à ſmall conſi- 
deration of Humane Narurgz aud 


Acquaintance with Hiſtory to in- 
form us; nor is any thing more 
obvious to obſerve than the pow- . 
er of Education. This matter yet 
has no where been ordinarily 
look*d after,proportionably to the 
moment it is viſibly of: And even 


the moſt ſollicitous about it, have 


uſually employ'd their care heres F 
in but by halves with reſpe&: ro 
the Principal Part in ſo great a 
concernment; for the informa- 
tion and improvement of the Un- 


derſtanding by uſeful Knowledge, 


(a thing highly neceſſary to the 
right regulation of the Man- 


ners) is commonly very little 


thought of in teferense to one 
whole Sex; even by thoſe. who 


in regard ot the other;/ take due 
_ care hereof. But to this omiſſion 


in reſpect of one Sex, it is mani 


feſtly = 


(8) - 

feſtly very much to be attributed, 
that that pains which is often be- 
ſtowꝰd upon the other, does ſo fre- 
quently, as it does, prove ineffectu- 
al: Since the actual aſſiſtance of Mo- 
thers, will (generally ſpeaking) be 
ſound neceſſary to the right form- 
ing of the Minds of their Chil- 
dren of both Sexes; and the Im- 
preſſions receiv'd in that tender 


of exceeding conſequence to Men 
throughout the whole remainder 
of their Lives, as having a ſtrong 
and oftentimes unalterable influ» 
ence upon their future Inclinati- 
ons and Paſſions. | 


| a 
| it paſſed among Women, are 
1 


that agreeable Converſation I 
have mention'd, were the great - 
er part of them Ladies, it Was not 
ſtrange if they expreſs d much diſ- 


of the Inſtruction of their Sex; a 
Reflection not caſily to be avoid- 
eld by them, when their thoughts 
VII upon 


of? 


AYE, which is unavoidably much 
0 


ST As thoſe Perſons Who affordod 


pleaſure at the too general neglect 


0 — % F 0 
FP 
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ſpeak very differently: Some as 
if it contain'd the moſt uſeful In- 


innocent Liberty now in uſe, de- 


0 | 
upon the miſcarriages: and oy: = 
happineſs of Mankind in general, 
terminated in a more peculiar | 
Conſideration of that part which 
thoſe of their own: Condition had 
in the one, and the other. Where - 
in the Converſation coneluded 
where it had begun; the occaſion 
which introduced it having been; 
the Enquiry of a Lady, What was, 
the Opinion of one in the Com- 
pany concerning a Book Intitled 
Conſeils d' Ariſte ſur les Moyens de 
conſerver ſa Reputation? Of which 
(ſhe ſaid) ſhe had heard divers 
Perſons of Merit and Quality, 


ſtructions that could be given for 
the rendring any young Lady 
ſuch as her beſt Friends could wiſh, WM 
ſhe ſhould be; and others, as re- 
liſhing too much of an Antiqua- 
ted ſeverity, not indulgent enough 
either to the natural and agrees 
able Gaiety of Nouth, or to chat 


7 
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B 5 rived 
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rid like moſt of our other Faſhi- 


. — own a vo eres — 
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ons, from that Nation where theſe 


Coumſels were thought needful. 
dent ——— not the Book you 
the Perſon cow 


e ö 
this ry was addreſod) but 
ft ou iy is objected to theſe 
xls is without doubt imper- 
— unleſs the Precepts there- 


in meant to be eondemn'd, are 
ſhowni'to be in themſelves faulty H 
it being certainly otherwiſe no 


matter of exception to them that 
ray are not Indulgent 
an Age, the Manners whereof they 


were intended to correct, had e- 


ſtabliſh'd or found agreeable. This 
Objection yet can hardly (I think) 


de let ji juſt, than ſuch a Character 


of any | Book: of this Nature, as 


ſdme it ſeems give of this: the 
Author whereof pretended not( as 
F ſuppoſe) to ſo much in his De- 
ligur as theſe People find in his 
Performance. And the nature and 
ent of, aye 28 
. 2 Vi 2 * 


ugh to anſwer to vour | 


to What 


— — ——— — — "7 
” „ £<E 
* - ry 1 dr r 
* ST „ Err | 
but little in their * \'W 


think that any Rules dicta red by 
Prudence, or ente of the 
World, anddirefted te dite Glory 
of good Name; Are ſuch Inftru- 
crions as can render any one what 
they ought to be. KA ſolid Vet. 
tue can alone do this; the Poflet- 
ſion Whereof is mfinitely. preſe- 
rable to that of Reputation; with 

- whictryerit is ſo rarely unarreni 
ed, that one may affirm there i 
no ſo ſecure and eſie a way(eſpe- 
cially for a Lady) to acquire and 
| conſerve the Re ut4tion of being 
1 Yertuous, as really to be ſo. 
Hur Vertue is not (tho often 
fo mifrepteſented) include#in It 
nocency : or does conſiſt in a par- 
| rial Practice of Actions praiſe- | 
. worthy ; for its extent is equal to 
our liberty of Action; and its Prig- 
ciple the moſt Active one of the 
find ; Vertue being the natural 

3 reſultof 4 ſincere defire to con 

1 formiinall things to the Law fer 
dus by bur Maker; which who s 
Denn truly 


#74 
17 endeavours, will not ſind much 
_ occaſion for ſuch kind of Advices 
as the above-mentioned ones, ei- 
hor: to correct their Faults, or 
f em ta put, a mask over 
em; an ill uſe ſometimes made 
$ 4 0 "Pri of  JaſtruQtions ; 
However a better might be, fince 
it is true, that young, cople from 

the. Experience others may {| 

earn many things in reference to | 
1 their Conduct, the knowledge 
| whereof they would ai too dear 
gat their own. The difficulty yet 
that there is in applying general 
ules to particular 0 ſes, ma kes 
n Books of this ſort, 

N dever in the kind, of 

© leſs advantage to thoſe who moſt 

need them, - than ome imagine | 

them to be. 

This which Was thea aid. on 

the Subject of theſe, Conſcils (ly. | 

es tal accident in the way) ſug» 

S to 1555 now two things, | 

Wpsrenche ocuments/ardinarily | 

Keen to ſuch young 17 agus = A 
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intended to lia ve the beſt, care ta- 
| ken of. their Inſtruction, 2 are, I 
think; very defective; and the fit 
ter to be redreſs d, as being of pe- 
culiar ill conſequence in a Scepti- 

cal, looſe and unthinking Age; 
wherein Wit is apt to pass up 
many for Reaſon. _ 

The firſt of theſe is, That thoſe 
Notions, or Ideas of Vertue, and 
conſequeat Rules of Action, which 
are uſually given to ſuch young 
Perſons, do rarely carry along 
with them an entire con viction ot 
their Truth and Rea ſonableneſs: 
Whence if theſe Inſtructions at 
any time happen ſtrongly to croſs 
the Inclinations of thoſe. ro whom 
they are given, it will appear ra- 
tional to queſtion their Solidity : 
And when Principles that thwart 
People's paſſions or intereſts, 

come once to be doubted of by 
them, it is great odds, that they 
will ſooner eighted, Wan r 
ter ei. 40 875 109 


g Ir 
Now, 
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e 
New, this want of apparent 
Truth anck Rea ſonableneſs, is not 
only where the Notions and Pre- 
coprs giv'n, are in themſelves fuch 
as either in Whole, or in Part, 
are hot True or Rational; but 
alſo (oftentimes) where they are 
altogether conformable to right 
Reaſon : In which caſes, the want 
of apparent Rea ſonableneſs, pro- 
ceeds from defect of ſuch Ante - 
cedent Knowledge in thoſe who 
are deſign'd to be inſtructed, as is 
neceſſaryto the ſeeing tlieir Reaſo- 


nableneis of the Inſtructions giv'n 


them; that is to ſay, To their di- 
ſeerning the conformity with, or 
evident deduction of ſuch Inftru- 
ions from ſome Truths Which 
are unqueſtion'd- by them: the 
which ſhould be the Principles of 
True Religion, ſo clearly made 
out to them, as to be by them 
acknowledg'd for Verities. Re- 
ligion being (as I ſhall take it at 
preſent for granted) the only fuf2 
ficient ground or ſolid ſupport of 
9 Vertue, 


* 


. 

Vertue; For the belief of a Supe- 
rior, Omnipotent Being, inſpect- 
ing our Actions, and who will Re- 
ward or Puniſh us accordingly; is 
in all Men's Apprehenfions the 
ſtrangeſt, and in truth the only 
ſtable and irreſiſtible Argument 
for ſubmitting our Deſires to a 
conſtant Regulation, wherein it is 
that Vertue does conſiſ. 

How far Natural Religion a- 
lone is ſufficient for this, is very 
fit to be conſiderꝰd: But I con- 
clude that among us, there are 
few who pretend to recommend 
Vertue, but who do ſo eithet witli 
no reſpect at all to Religion, and 
upon Principles purely Humane, 
or elſe with reference to the 
Chriſtian Religion. The firſt of 
theſe, it is already ſaid, will be 
ineffectual; and it is no leſs cer - 
tain that the Chriſtian Religion 
cannot be a ſolid Foundation for 
Vertue, - where Vertue being ün- 
culcated upon the Declarations of 
the Goſpeh thoſe who ate thus 
6 In- 


the, Authority and Evidence of 
that Revelation; which but too 
commonly is the Caſe: Inſtru- 
ctors, inſtead of Teaching this 
neceſſary previous Knowledge of 
Religion, generally, ſuppoſing ir. 
to be already in them whom they 
inſtruct, who in reality neither 
have it, or have ever been ſo be- 
fore- hand Taught, as to make it a 
reaſonable Preſumption that they 
ſhould have it. Whence all the 
Endea vours of making them Ver- 
tuous in conſequence of their Chri- 
ſtianity, are but attempting to 
raiſe à real Superſtructure upon 
an only imaginary Foundation; 
for Truths receiv'd upon any o- 
ther Ground than their own Evi- 
dence, tho they may, perhaps, 
find entertainment, yet will ne- 
ver gain to themſelves a ſure hold | 
upon the Mind; and ſo ſoon as 
they become troubleſome, are in 
great danger of being queſtion'd;) 
whereby. whatever is Built upon, 
iti; __  _ 
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them, muſt be likewiſe" liable to 
be ſuſpected for fallacious: And 
however empty Declamations do 
often- times make livelier impreſſi - 
ons upon Young People than ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſoning, — theſe im- 
preſſions are, for the moſt part, 

eaſily effac'd; and eſpecially are 
ſo out of their Minds Who natu- 
rally are the capableſt of right 
Reaſon ; as N other in- 
ſtances appears in this, that pro- 
phane Wits do often even railly 
Women of the Beſt Parts (Reli. 
gioufly Bred as they call it) 
out of their Duty : Theſe not 
ſeeing (as they ſhould have been 
| — — to do) that what 
they have learn'd to be their Du: 
9 not grounded upon the un- 


certain and variable Opinion of 


Men, but the unchangeable na- 
ture of things; and has an indiſ- 
ſolvable Connection with (Ren 
Happineſs or Miſer. 
Now thoſe who have the Di. 


reckion of Young Ladies in their 
Youth 


8 4 
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whether they be the Parents, Go- 
verneſſes, or others, do not, moſt 
commonly, neglect the Teaching 
them That which is the Ground 
and Support of all the Good Pre- 
cepts they give them; becauſe 
that Principles of Religion are 
by them believed to be unneceſ- 
ſaryʒ or are not in their Thoughts; 
but becauſe they preſume, as has 
been ſaid, that thoſe now under 


inſtructed herein; via. When. 
44 BT eee r. W 8 
cc Kur ſes, Or Mads, Taugt 


to ſay, Certain Anſwers to a Train 
of Queſtions adapted to ſome ap- 
prov'd Syſtem of Divinity. 
That this is ſufficient Inſtructi- 
on in Religion, is 3 4 
e , general 

only ſuch Youn 
newly put off their Bibs and A- 


bog s, but even the greateſt Num. 
et of their Patents, and Teachers. 


themſelves, would, yet leſs than 
* . | 3 They, 
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Yotith) ſo ſoon as paſt Child-hood, 


their Care are already ſufficiently 


them their Catechiſms; that is 


And not 
Ladies as have 
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They, be pleas d if one ſhould tell 
them that thoſe who know ſo 
muchas this, may nevertheleſs be 
very Ignorant concerning the 
Chriſtian Religion; theſe Old Peo- 
ple no more than the LJoung Ones, 
being able to give any farther Ac- 
count thereof than they have thus 
been taught. It is yet true that 
many who have Learnd, and 
who well remember long Cate- 
chiſms, with all their pretended 
Proofs, are ſo far from en «> 
that Knowledge: which Rational 
Creatures ought. ro have of 2 
Religion my profeſs to Believe 
y be Sav'd by, as 
that they are not able to ſay, ei- 
ther what this Religion does Con- 
ſiſt in, or why it is they Believe 
it; and are ſo little inſtructed by 
their Catechiſms, as that, often- 
times, they underſtand not ſo 
much as the very Terms they 
ha ve Learn'd in them: And more 
often find the Propoſitions there- 
in contain'd, ſo ſhort in a 
R - 
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formation of their Ignorance/; or || a 
10 unintelligible to their Appre- 
henſions; or ſo plainly contra- di 
dictory of the moſt obvious m 

Dictates ef common Senſe; that | v 
Religion(for thewhich they never er 


think of looking beyond theſe 1 
Syſtems) appears to them indeed ( 
a thing not Built upon, or defen- 
ſible by Reaſon : In conſequence 
of Which Opinion, the weakeſt 
attaques made againſt it, muſt _ 
needs render ſuch Perſons {at the | 
leaſt) wavering in their Belief of 
it: Whence thoſe Precepts of Ver- 
tue, which they have receiv*d'as_ 
bottom'd thereon, are, in a Time 
wherein Scepticiſm and Vice, paſs 
for Wit and Gallantry, neceſſarily 
brought under the ſuſpicion of 
having no ſolid- Foundation; and 
| the recommenders thereof, ay 
either of Ignorance, or 
Artifice, * 4-46 
But the not making Young {| 
People underſtand their Religion, 
is a fault not peculiar in regard - | 
5 the 
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F 
the inſtrution of one Sex alone 
any atherwiſe than as confider? 


in its Conſequences; whereby/or- 


dinarily ſpeaking; Women do the 
moſt inevitably ſuffer; as not ha- 


ving the like Advantage (at leaſt 


early enough) of Correcting the 
Ignorance, or Errors of their 
Child-hood that Men have. 
The other thing which I ima- 
gine — does more peculiarly 
concern the 
practic'd in regard of Thoſe ot it 
who are of Quality, and that is, 


the inſinuating into them ſuch a 


Notion of Honour as if the praiſe 
of Men ought to be the Supreme 


Object of their Deſires, and the 


great Motive with them to Ver- 
tue: A Term which when applyd 
to Women, is rarely deſign'd, by 
ſome People, to ſignifie any thing 
but the ſingle Vertue of Chaſtity; 
the having whereof does with no 
more Rea ſon intitle a Lady to the 
being thought ſuch as ſhe ſhould 


be iner eſpect of Vertue, than a 
handſome 


Sex, but is yet chiefly 


o 
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| ome Face, unaccompa 
by other Graces, can rende ax 
— — truly Amiable. Or rather, 

boftiryis for eſſential to, yet ſingly, 

o ſmall a part of the erit 

; Marit Mind, that it is — 
compar'd to Health, or Youth, 
in the Body, which alone have 
ſmall Attractions, but without 
which all other Beauties are of 


no Value. [ 
To perſwade Ladies then that 


what they cannot want without 


being contemptible, is the chief 
Merit they are capable of having, 
muſt naturally either give them 
ſuch low thoughts of themſelves 
as will hinder them from aſpirin 15 
after any thing Excellent, or el 

make them believe that this mean 
Opinion of them is owing to the 
injuſtice of ſuch Men in their re- 
ga rd as pretend to be their Maſters. 
A belief too often endea vour'd to 
be improv'd in them by others. 
But whether any Natural, or 
Defign'd ill conſequence —_— 
rom 


TZ a. 
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from hence or no, this is certain 


that a true Vertue is the beſt: Se- 
curity againſt all the Misfortunes 
that can befear'd, and the ſureſt 
Pledge of all the Comſorts that 
ean be hopꝰ'd for in a Wife, viz; 
ſuch a Vertue whoſe Foundation 
is a deſire above all things, of ap- 


proving our ſelues to God; the 
moſt oppofite Principle whereunto 


is the making the Eſteem of Men 


the chief End, and Aim of our 
Actions; as it is propos'd to be 
of Their's who have the empty 
Idea of Glory ſet before them as 
the great Motive to, and high 
Reward of that particular Duty, 
which (as if it included all others) 
does ordinarily ingroſs the Name 
of Vertue, with regard to Women. 
A very wrong Motive this, to 
Thoſe who aim at what is truely. | 
Honourable, and ſuch as may(and 
often does) as well produce an ill, 
as a good eſſe t. 
But theſe wrong or partial No- 
tions of Vertue, and Honour, are 


the 


* 1 


9 


I | 
4 
£ 


1 9 W HT" — 


: ( 24.) Wy 
the Product only of ſuch Mens 
Inventions as are unwilling to re- 
gulate their own Actions by the 
Univerſal, and Eternal Law of 
Right; and thereſore are ever deſi- 
rous to find out ſuch Rules for o- 
ther People, as will not reach 
themſclves, and as they can ex- 
tend and contract as they pleaſe. 
In ſaying of which, it is not de · 
that the love of Praiſe may 
be ſometimes uſefully inſtilbd into 
very Young Perſons, to give them 
the deſire of Eminence in things 
wherein they ſhould endeavour! 
to excel: But as this ought never 
to be made the incitement to any 
Vertue but in the earlieſt Child- 
hood of our Reaſon, ſo alſo at no 
time ſhould Glory (which is the 
Reward: only of Actions tran- 
ſcendently Good, either in kind, 
or degree) be repreſented as the 
purcha ſe of barely not meriting 
Infamy : The apprehenſion of 
which, is a much ſtronger per- 
ſwaſive to moſt People not to do 
| amiſs, 


3 C25.» 
amiſs, than that of Glory, which 
cannot conſiſt with it : For no 
Body can rationally think that 
Glory can be due to them for do- 
ing that, which it would be ſhame- 
ful in them not'to do. But there 
is yet a farther Folly and ill Con- 
ſequencein Men's 1ntitling Ladies 
to Glory on account of Chaſtity - 
which is, that the conceit here- 
of (eſpecially in thofe who are 
Beautiful)does ordinarily produce 
in them a Pride and Imperiouſ- 
neſs, that is very troubleſome to 
ſuch as are the moſt concern'd in 
% Zug n 
One whoſe buſineſs it was to 
remark the Humours of the Age, 
and of Mankind in general, has, 
I remember, made a Husband on 
this occaſion to ſa %% 
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Such Vertae is the Plagae of Hu. 
Mane Life, Nein eee | | 

A" Vertuoas Woman, bat # Curſed 
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And he adds, 


In Unchaſte Wives, hs 
—_ yet a kind of recompencing 
ae, one 
Vice keeps em Humble, gives em 
Fare 10 Leaſe, | $3.4 | 
Bat ag 451 cl amorous Vertue, what 
Defence? a | 
If Mr. Dryden did diſtinguiſh 
herein, between real Vertue and 
that Idol one of Men's Invention, 
he was, perhaps, not much in the 
wrong in what he ſuggeſts : But 
if he deſignd in this a Satyr a- 
gainſt Marriage, as a ſtate in the 
which a Man can no way be hap- 
py, it appears then how much 
Vertue is prejudic'd by this fo- 
reign Support, whilſt it becomes 
thereby exposd to ſuch a Cenſure; 
which if it may be Juſt in refe- 
| rance to a vain Glorious Chaſtity;. 
get, can never be ſo of a truly 
Vettuous one: Obedience to the 
+: 1 2 Law 
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Law of God, being an ' Univerſal 
Principle, and admitting of noTr= 3 
regularity in one thing any more 
than in another, which falls un- 


der it's Dire&ion;'- oo 011008 2919 
It is indeed only a Rational 
Fear of God, and deſire to ap- 
prove our ſelves to him, that will 
teach us in All things, uniformly 
to live as becomes our Reaſonable 
Nature; to inable us to do which, 
muſt needs be the great Buſineſs 
and End of 'a Religion which 
comes from God. 25 
But how differently from this 
has the Chriſtian 3 been 
repreſented by thoſe who place it 
ia uſeleſs Speculations, Empty 
Forms, or Superſtitious Perfor- 
mances? The Natural Tendency 
of Which things being to perſwade 
Men that they may pleaſe God at 
a cheaper Rate than by the De- 
nial of their Appetites, and tha 
 Mortifying of their * Af - 


of a pretended Divine Revelation 
346 4 C 2 5 =" have 
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have been highly prejudicial to 
Morality : And, thereby, been 
alſo a E occaſion of Scepti- 
ciſm ; for the Obligation to Ver- 

tue being looſen'd, Men eaſily be- 

come Vicious; which when once 
they are, the Remorſe of their 

Conſciences bringing them to de- 6 

. fire that there ſhould be no future 

Reckoning for their Actions; and 
even that there ſhould be no, God 

do take any cognizance of them; 
they often come (in ſome degree 

at leaſt) to be perſwaded both of 
the one, and the other of theſe. 

And thus, ee there are 


but a feœC ſteps between a Zealous 
Bigot, and an Infidel to all Reli- 
gion. 


Scepticiſm, or rather Infidelity, 
is * Diſeaſe of — 
and has proceeded from divers 
Cauſes: But be the remoter or 
original ones what they will, it 

could never have prevail'd as it 
has done, had not Parents very 
generally contributed W 
. 8 5 ther 
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ther by negligence of their Chil 
dren's Inſtruction; or Inſtructin 
them very ill in reſpect of Reli? 
gion. e 

: It might indeed ſeem ſtrange to 
one who had no experience of 
Mankind, that People (however 
neglected in their Education) 
could, when they came to years 
of Judgment, be to ſuch a degree 
wanting to themſelves, as not to 
ſeek right Information concern» 

ing Truths of ſo great moment 

to them not to be Ignorant of, or 

miſtaken in, as are thoſe of Reli- 

gion. Yer ſuch is the wretched 

nconſideration Natural to moſt 

Men, that (in fact) it is no un- 
common thing at all to ſee Men 

live day after day, in the purſuit 

of their Inclinations, without 
ever exerting their Reaſon toany 

other purpoſe than the gratifica- 

tion of their Paſſions; and no 

| wonder can it then be if they 

N give in to the belief, or take up 
with a blind Perſwaſion of ſu | 
gubs - AB; Opinions 
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Opinions as they ſee to be moſt in 

redit; and which will alſo the 
ſuit their turn? 


"* Abſolute Atheiſm does no doubt 


the beſt ſerve Their's, who live 
as if there was no God in the 
World; but how far fo great 
Non-ſenſe as this, has been able 
to obtain, is not eaſie to ſay 2 
downright Atheiſm being what 
but few Men will own. To me 
it appears (in that Thoſe who 
will expaſe themſelves to argue 
851 ſt the —— of a _ do 

rely venture to uce any Hy 
botheli of their own to be * 
examin'd and compar'd with 


that which they reject: But that 


their oppoſition to a Deity, con- 
ſiſts only in Objections Mhichmay 


as well be retorted upon them; 


ſelves, and which at beſt prove 


nothing but the ſhortneſs of Hu- 
mane Underſtanding) to me, I 


ſay; it appears from hence pro- 
bable that the greateſt part of 


Atheiſtick Rea ſoners, do rather 


4 * 


1 delire, 
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deſire, and ſeek to be Atheiſts, 
than that in reality they are fo, 
Men, who are accuſtom'd to Be- 
lieve without any Evidence f 

Reaſon for what they Believe, 
are, it is likely, more in earneſt in 
this wild Opinion : And in all ap- 
pearance very many there are a- 
mong us of ſuch as a Learned 
Man calls Enthuſi:ftick Atheiſts, 
viz, who deny the Exiſtence of 
an Inviſible, Omniſcient, Omni- 
potent, firſt Cauſe os all things, 
only through a certain Sottilh 
disbelief of whatſoever they cas - 
not either ſee or feel; never con · 
ſulting their Reaſon in the Caſe. 
That there are ſome who do thus, 
their Diſcourſes aſſure us: The 
Actions of many others, are un- 
accountable without ſuppoſin 
them to be of this Numbgx ; an 
it is very ſuſpicious that, this A+ 
theiſm, as to a ſecretCauſe thereof, 
may be attributed t the avow'd 
Averſeneſs of many Men to re- 
veabd Religion, ſince in a Coun- 
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try where People are permitted 
to read the Scriptures, and to 
uſe their Reaſon freely in matters 

of Religion; and where, in ef 

= fe, there are ſo many Rational 

Chriſtians, 'tis hard to conceive 

that Men can be long Scepticks 

in regard of Chriſtianity, it the 
are indeed hearty Deiſts; and ful. 
ly perſwaded of the Truths of 

Natural Religion. if 94 

- But it being ſufficiently obvi- 

E ous that want of Inſtruction con- 
& .cerning Religion does in a Scepti- 
cal Age diſpoſe Men to Scepticiſm 
and Infidelity, which often ter- 
minates in downright Atheiſm; 
let us ſee whether, or no, Ill, by 
Which I mean, all irrational In- 
ſtruction in regard of Religion, 
has not the ſame Tendency. 
al It is as undeniable as the diffe- 
rence between Men's being in, 
and out of their Wits, that 
Reaſon ought to be to Rational 
Creatures the Guide of their e- 
3 lief: That is to ſay, That their 
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Aſſent 
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Aſſent to any thing, ought to be 
overn'd by that proof of its 
"ruth, whereof Reaſon is the 
Judge; be it either Argument, 
or Authority, for in both Caſes 
Reaſon muff determine our Alſent. 
according. to the validity of the 
Ground it finds it Built on: By 
Reaſon being here underſtood. 
that Faculty in us which diſco- 
vers, by: the intervention of in- 
termediate Ideas, what Connecti- 
on Thoſe in the Propoſition have 
one with another: Whether cer- 
tain, probable; Or none at all; ac 
cording whereunto, we ought to 
regulate our Aſſent. If we do 
not ſo, we degrade our ſelves 
from being Rational Creatures; 
and deprive our ſelves of the oni 
Guide God has given us for our 
Conduct in our Attions and Opi- 
na... aer gs 
Authority yet is not hereby ſa i 
ſubjeQed .,to; Reaſon, as that a 
Propoſition which we ſee not ts 
Truth oß may not nevertheless 
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Aer 0 50 us. 
For tho' Reaſon cannot from 
the Evidence of the thing it 
induce out aſſent to any f 


| 1 | the Connexion of the F eas d 62 
4 in contain 'd; et if it appears 


1 it be to give, 3 hand ale i 


vr, ſuch 15 ne , a 
truly reveal od;*'n 
can more Ratlonal than to b b 
lieve it © fince we know that God 
can neither Deceive; nor be De- 
ceived : That there are Truths 
above our Conception, and that 
God may (if he ſo pleaſes) com- 
municate theſe ro us by": —— 
tural Revelation. 4 

The part of Reaſon then, in 
re ard of ſuch a Propoſition as 
this, is, only to examine whether 
it be. indeed a Divine Revelation: 
which ſhould” Rea ſon not axteſt 
to the Truth of; it is then evi- 
dentiy Irtationaſ to ng 

qu aſſent! to it as 7 = 

tha as plainly rags oF 
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any thing as a Divine Revelation, 


which is evidently contrary to 
Reaſon; no leſs being herein im- 
ply'd than that God has made us 
fo as to ſee clearly that to be a 
Truth, which is yet a. Falſhood; Wi 
the which, Mere it ſo, would make ³ 
the Teſtimony of our Reaſon, wſe- * 

leſs to us; and thereby deltroy 
alſo the Credit of all Revelation; 
for no ſtronger proof can be had 
of the Truth of any Revelation 
than the Evidence of our Reaſon 
that it is a Revelatioůn. 


Now if the Chriſtian Religion iſ 


be very often repreſented as teach- J 


ing Doctrines clearl 7 | 


Reaſon ; or as exaCting belief of i 


what we can neither perceive the 
Truth of, nor do find to be te- 
yeal'd by Chriſt, or his Apo les: 9 
And, (What is ſtill more) that 
this pretended Divine Religion 
does even conſiſt in ſuch à Relief 
ks. This; ſo that a Man cannot be of 
. a, Chriſtian without believing Þ 
what he neither from Arguments 

zl] or WM 
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or Authority has any Ground for 
believing ; what muſt the Natu- 
ral Conſequence of this be upon 
all who ever fo little confult their 
Reaſon, when in riper Years they 
come to reflect hereupon, but to 
make them recal, and ſuſpend, at 
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a Religion that appears to them 
thus Irrational? 1 — an Irratio- 
nal Religion can never Rationally 
be conceived to come from God. 
And if Men once come to call 
in queſtion ſuch Doctrines as 
tho?. but upon ſlender Grounds 
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queſtionable Truths of. Religion, 
they are ordinarily more likely to 
= continue Scepticks, or to proceed 
to an intire disbelief of this Reli- 
gion, than to take occaſion from 
hence to make a juſt ſearch after 
its Verity: The want either of 
Capacity, Leiſure or Inclination 
for ſuch an inquiry, diſpoſing Men, 
very generally, to neglect it; and 
1 A to ſatisfy themſelves in ſo 
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leaft, their aſſent to the Truth of | 


or it) they had received for un- 


doing, 
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Chriſtian Religion is indeed ſelf 
condemn'd : Thoſe whom the 


rejected; without ever having 


„ 1 PSS 
doing, from a perſwaſion that war 


imagine to have underſtood it as 
well as any Men, having never 
taught them that this Religion 


does ſo much as pretend to any 


Foundation in, or appeal to Rea- 
ſon, that Faculty in us which di- 


| ſtinguiſhes us from Beaſts 5 and 
Mad- 


the Actual uſe thereof from 

Men; but indeed Taught. them 
the contrary : And thus pre- 
judg'd, it truly is that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, by . thoſe who dif- 
believe ir, has uſually come to be 


been allow'd a fair Examination. 
From what has been faid, I 
think it does appear, that Ill, that 
is to ſay, Irrational Inſtruction 
concerning Religion, as well as 
want of Inſtruction, diſpoſes to 
Scepticiſm : And this being ſo, 
what wonder can it be that 
Scepticiſm having. once became 
faſhionable, ſhould continue of ? 

A 5 the 
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tlie un · inſtructed, and the ill in- 


ſtructed, making by fo great 


odds, the Majority. For Thoſe 


who have noReligion themſelves, 
do not often takecare that others 
ſhould have any: And They who 
adhere toa miſgrounded Perſwa- 
ſion concerning Religion, retain- 
ing a Reverence for their Teach- 
ers, do, in conſequence thereof, 
commonly preſume that their 
Children cannot be better taught 
than they have been before them; 
which is generally (as has been 
faid ) only by the learning of 
ſome approved Catechiſm; where- 
in, commonly enough, the firſt 
Principles of Religion are not, as 
they ſhould be, laid down, but 
fuppos'd : and from whence Thoſe 


who learn them, learn nothing 


except that certain Propoſitions 
are requir'd to be P 
e 


8 they find inconceivab 


y them ; or (at beſt) whergof 
they ſee neither uſe, nor certaigty: 


Theſe Catechifms yet bein 'Te- - 


preſented 
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preſented to (92. by "thoſe! 
whom they the moſt Eſteem, and 
Credit, as containing Sacred Veri 
ties on 'the Belief of Whieh Salya- 


tion does 1 they e 
they 


becbme afraid to OATH 
are hot (convinced of the Truth: 
of what is deliver'd in hem For 
the greater part among our 
ſelves are inſfructed in Religion 
much aſter thè ſame manner that 
that good Lady of the Church of 
Rome Fintttuckel het Child; Wh 
when the Girl told her, ſhe cou 
not believe Tranſubſtantiation RS. 
ply'd, "What ? do gon not bells 
| Tr unſibſtantiation Jon ate 4 
naughty Girl, an and maſt be wh Pa. 

' Taſtead of having their reaſon· 
able In * ſatisfy'd, and in- 
courag'd, Children Kobe 
rebuke d for making any from 
whence not daring in a et tine 
to queſtion any thing that, is 
taught them in deres th Reli- 
gion; they, (as the Girl above 
mention'd Was) are brought to 


a, | 


ſay, e px u int 
ever their Teachers; tell them 
they muſt Believe; whilſt in Truth 
they temain in an ignorant un- 
belief, bel which. expolee. th them to be 

dby the moſt piti ful Argu- 
__ the Atheiſtical, or of 
ſuch as are mn 0 een 
W 1e 


World; = evidence of 0 the 
being viſible in every thing; and 
the general Profeſſion | having u- 
ſually ſtamp'd it with awe upon 
Children's Minds, THEF ought 

perhaps moſt commonly to be 
5 to Believe This, rather 
than have doubts rais'd in them 
by going about to prove it to 
them: becauſe thoſe who are un- 
capable of long deductions of Rea - 
ſon, or attending toa train of Ar- 


= guments, not finding the force 


thereof when offer'd to prove 
what W had always taken for 


. (41) 
a clear, and obvious verity, would 
be rather taught thereby to ſuſ- 
pect that a Truth which they had 
hitherto look*d on as unqueſtion- 
able, might rationally be doubted 
of, than be any ways confirm'd 
in the belief of it. But if any 
doubts concerning the Exiſtence 
of God, do ariſe in their Minds, 
when they own this, or that 
This, can be diſcover'd by diſ- 
courſing with them: ſuch doubts 
ſhould always be endeavour'd to 
be removꝰ'd by the moſt ſolid Ar- 
guments of which Children are 
capable. Nor ſhould They ever 
be rebuk'd for having thoſe 
doubts; ſince not giving lea ve 
to look into the grounds ot aſſert- 
ing any Truth, whatever it be, 
can never be the way tveſtabliſh 
that Truth in any rational Mind; 
but, on the contrary, mult be ve- 
ry likely to raiſe a ſuſpicion that 
it is not well grounded. 
The belief of a Deity: being en- 
tertain'd; what ſhould be firſt 
"XS LIN taught 


042) Fo 
taught us ſhould be what we are 
in the firſt place concern'd to 
know. £ | 
Now it is certain that what 
we are in the firſt place concern'd 
to know, is that which is neceſſary 
to our Salvation; and it is as cer- 
tain that whatever God has made 
neceſſary to our Salvation, we 
Are at the ſame time capable of 
knowing. All Inſtruction there- 
fore which obtrudes upon any one 
as neceſſary to * — 
what they cannot underſtand or 
fee the evidence of, is to that 
Perſon, wrong Inſtruction; and 
when any ſuch unintelligible, or 
unevident Propoſitions are deli- 
ver'd to Children as if they were 
ſo viſible Truths that a reaſon, or 
proof of them was not to be de- 
manded by them, what effect can 
this produce in their Minds but to 
teach them betimes to ſilence and 
ſuppreſs their Reaſon; from 
whence they have afterwards no 
Principle of Vertue left; and their 
19985 practices, 


8 
practices, as well as opinions, muſt 
needs (as is the uſual conſequence 
hereof) become expos'd to the 
Conduct of their on, or other 
Men's Fancie s 
The exiſtence of God being ac- 
knowledg'd a Truth ſo early re- 
ceiv'd: by us, and fo evident to 
our Reaſon, that it looks like Na- 
tural Inſcription; the Authority 
of that Revelation by which God 
has made known his Will to Men, 
is to be firmly eftabliſh'd in Peo- 
ple's Minds upon its cleareſt, and 
moſt rational evidence; and con- 
entially They are then to be 
rid to the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, to fee therein what it is 
that God requires of them to be. 
lieue d nd ta do; the great Obliga- 
tion they are under [diligently to 
ſtudy theſe Divine Oracles being 
duly repreſented to them. But 
to exhort any one to ſeareh the 
Scriptures to the end of ſeeing 
therein what God requires of him; 
before he is fatisfpd that the 
i Scrip- 
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Scriptures are a Revelation from fe 
God, cannot be rational: ſince T 
any ones ſaying that the Scrip- f 
tures are God's Word, cannot 1a- [ 
tisfy a rational and inquiſitive I 
Mind that they are ſo: and that 0 
the Books of the Old and New 
Teſtament were dictated by the 0 
Spirit of God, is not a ſelf evi- | 
dent Propoſition, but a Truth ] 
that demands to be-made out, be- t 
fore it can/be rationally aſſented | 
to. "CP" | 464 PASTE IANS LS | 

It ſhould: alſo be effectually 

Taught, and not in Words alone, 

That it is our Duty to ſtudy and 

examine the Scriptures, to the 

end of ſeeing therein what God 

requires of us to believe, and to 

do. But none are effectually, or 

ſincerely taught this, if notwith- 

ſtanding that this is ſometimes 

told them, they are yet not left 

at liberty to believe, or not be- 

lieve, according to what, upon 

examination, appears to them to 

be the ſenſe of the n 
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„ 
for if we muſt not receive them 
in that ſenſe, which, after our beſt 
inquiry, appears to us to be their 
meaning, it is viſible that it ſig- 
nifies nothing to bid us ſearch, and 
examine them. e 

Theſe two things, vir. a rati- 


onal aſſurance of the Divine Au- 


thority of the Scriptures, and a 
liberty of fairly examining; them, 
are abſolutely neceſſary to the ſa- 
tisfaction of any rational Perſon, 
concerning the certainty of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and what it 
is that this Religion does conſiſt 
in: and He who when he comes 
to be a Man, ſhall remember that 
being a Boy he has been check'd 
for doubting, inſtead of being 
better inform'd when he demand- 
ed farther proof than had been 


given him of the Divine Autho- 


rity of the Scriptures: or that he 
has been reprehended for think- 
ing that the Word of God con- 
tradicted ſome Article of his Ca- 
techiſm; lias juſt ground, _ 
$334.54 © 
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* reflects thereupon, to veſtion; 


whether or no, ruction 
of his Childhood — not been an 
Impoſition upon his Rea ſon; 
which he will no doubt be apt to 
believe the more, when others 
ſhall confidently. affirm to him 
that it has been ſo: And in that 
Age of Men's Lives when they 
are in the eagereſt purſuit of Plea- 
ſure, it ãs great odds (as has been 
already obſerv'd) that if, in re- 
gard of Religion, they come to 
loſe the belief of What they have 


once thought unqueſtionable, 


they will more often be perſwad- 
ed that there is no Truth at all 
therein, than ſet themſelves feri- 
Ur- to find out hat is ſo. 
 How- dangerous a thing then 
is ſuch Inſtruction in Religion, as 
teaches nothing unleſs it be to 
ſtifle the Suggeſtions of our Natu- 
ral Light? But that ſuch Inſtru- 
ction as this, is all that the far 


greateſt Number of People have, 


there is too much ground to con- 


clude 


m 2 
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C 
clude, from the viſible Ignorance 
even of the moſt of Thoſe who 
are Zealous in ſome Profeſſion of 
Chriſtian Faith, and Worſhip; 
Few of Theſe. not being at a loſs 
to anſwer, if ask'd, either, What 
the Faith of 4 Chriſtian does conſiſt 
in? Or, Why they b:lieve ſuch Ar- 
ticles concerning it, as they profeſs 
to believe? Dae 

That their God fathers, and 
God-mothers ingag'd for them 
that they ſhould believe ſo; is a 
reaſon for their doing it that TI. 
ſuppoſe, there are bat Few WO 
would not be aſham'd to give; 
as ſeeing that a Mabametar could 
not be thought to aſſert his Faith. 
more abſurdly in the Opinion of 
any indifferent By-ſtander, and 
yet it is evident that no better 
a reaſon than this have very. 
many ſor their Belief. _ | 

What is the chief and bighef end 
of Man ? is a Queſtion which, me- 
thinks, . ſuppoſes the reſolution of, 
more antecedent. Queſtions, than 
a Children 


n 2 
Children, untaught, can be pre- 


ſumꝰd to be reſolv'd in. But be 


this Queſtion ever ſo proper to 
begin a Catechiſm withal, the 
anſwer hereto, vis. That Mang 
chief and higheſt end is to glorifie 
God, and enjoy him for ever; is 
not ſurely very inſtructive of an 
——.— Child. It is a good 


ueſtion in the ſame Catechiſm; 


Hom doth it appear the Scriptures 
arg the Word of God? But who 


would imagine that for the infor- 


mation of any one who wanted 
to be inform'd herein, it ſhould 


be anſwer'd, That the Scriptures 
— themſelves to be the Mord 

by their Majeſty and Purity: 
by the conſent of all the Parts, and 
by the ſcope of the whole; which is to 
give all Glory to God : by their Light 
and Power to convince, and convert 
Sinners; to comfort and build up 


of Go 


Believers to Salvation : But the 


Spirit of. God bearing Witneſs by” 
and with the Scriptares, in the Heart 
of Man is alone able fully to perſade 


that 


but, — wh 
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that they are the very Word of Gods © 
One would almoſt be tempted to 
ſuſpect that Men who talk'd thus, 
were not themſelves thorowly 
perſwaded that the Scriptures 
were indeed the Word of God; 
for how is it poſhble not only for 
a Young Boy, or Girl, but even 
for an Indian Man, or Woman, 
to be by this anſwer more con- 
viac'd than they were before, of 
| the Scriptures being whit” they 
are pretended to be? To aſſure 
any rational inquirer of Which, 
it 15 neceſſary they ſhould be ſa- 
tished, That the Scriptures were 
indeed written by © thoſe whoſe: _ 
Names they bear; That theſe, - 
Perſons wereunqueſtionable Withy* . 
neſſes, and Faithful Hiſtorians of 
the matters they relate; and that 
they had ſuch a Guidance, and 
Direction from the Spirit of Gd 
as led them to deliver all neceſſa.- 
ry Truth, and to preſerve them 
from all error prejudicial there: 
unto: which Things have ſo good 
29 * evidence, 
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evidence, th B 

manhifeſtiy prejudic'd, can refuſe 
aſſent thereto, when chey are du- 
I repreſented to them: but with- 
out having weiglyd'this evidence, 
the Divine Authority of the Scrip. 
tutes may, poſſibly; be by ſome 
firmly belie vd, but cannot be ſoup- 
on the conviction of their Reaſon. 
The Inſtruction then of moſt 
Peoples Younger Years being fuch 
as we have ſeen in regard of 
Religion : and Vertue, viz. The 
tight regulation of our Paſſions, 
and Appetites, having (as has 
been aboveſaid) no other ſuffici- 
dent inſorcement than the Truths 
| of Religion; can it reaſonably be 
ww {thought ſtrange, that there is ſo 
FHeuͤcctie Vertue in the World as we 
WF find there is ? or that correſpon- 
dently ta their Principles, Peoples 
Actions generally are (at beſt) 
unaccountable to theit Rea ſon? 
For Time, and more Years,” if 
they give ſtrength to our Judg- 
mients whereby We may be 

0 . thought 
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(10 
thought able to inform our ſelues, 
and Correct the errors and deſects 
of our Education; give Alſo 
ſtrengtli ro our Paſſions; which 
grown ſtrong, do- furniſh and 
fuggeſt Principles fuited to the 
purpoſes and ends that they pro- 
poſe; ' befides, that III Hadits 
once ſettl'd, are hardly changed 
by the force of any principles of 
which Rea ſon may come to con- 
vince Men at their riper Age: A 
Truth very little — a ; tho? 
nothing ought more to be ſo with 
reſpect to a vertuous Education; 
ſince rational Religion, ſo ſoon 
as they are capable thereoſ is not 

more neceſſary to the ingaging 

People to Vertue, than is the fix- 

ing, and eſtabliſhing in them 
good Habits betimes, even bo- 
fore they are capable of knowing 
any other reaſon for What they 
are taught ro do, than that it 1s 
the WII of Thoſe Who have a 
juſt power over them that-chey 
mould do ſo. For as withoutia - 
Ky r 'D2 Knows: 
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Knowledge of the Truths of Reli- 
fue we ſhould want very often 

ufficient Motives, and Encou- 
ragements to ſubmir our Paſſions 
and Appetites to the Govern- 
ment of Reaſon ; ſo without ear- 
ly Habits eſtabliſh'd of denying 
our Appetites, and reſtraining 
our Inclinations, the Truths of 
Religion will operate but upon a 
very few, ſo far as they ought to 


By Religion I underſtand ſtill 
Reveal d Religion. For tho? with- 
out the help of Revelation, the 
Commands of Jeſus Chriſt (two 
poſitive Inſtitutions only except- 
ed) are, as dictates. likewiſe. of 
Nature, diſcoverable by the Light 
of Rea ſon; and are no leſs the 
Law of God to rational Creatures 
than the injunctions of Revelaci- 
on are; yet few) would actually 
diſcera this Law of Nature in its 
full extent, e by the Light 
of Nature; or if they did, would 


ad the inforcement thereof a 


ſufficient 


4 


2 1.4. 

ſufficient Ballance to that Natu- 
ral love of preſent pleaſure Which 
often oppoſes our compliance 
therewithi; ſince before we come 
to ſuch a ripeneſs of underſtand- 
ing as to be capable by unaſſiſted 
Reaſon to diſcover from the Na- 
ture of Things the juſt meaſures 
of our Actions, together with the 
obligations we are under to com- 
ply therewithal; an evil indul- 
gence of our Inclinations has com- 
monly eftabliſh'd Habits in us too 
ſtrong to be over-ruPd by the 
Force of Arguments; eſpecially 
where they are not of very obvi- 
ous deduction. Whence it may 
juſtly be infer?d that the Chriſtian: - 
Religion is the alone Univerſally 
adapted means of making Men 
truly Vertuous ; the Law of Rea- 
ſon, or the Eternal Rule of Rectitue 
being in the Word of God only, 
to thoſe of all capacities, plainly, 
and Authoritatively deliver'd as 
the Law of God, duly inforc'd by 
Rewards and Puniſnments. 
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Tet in chat Conformity with, 
and neceſſary ſupport Which our 
Religion brings ro the Law of 
Rea ſon, or Nature, that is to ſay, 
to Thoſe dictates which are the 


I refult of the determinate and un- 
changeable Conſtitution of things 


(and which as being diſcoverable 
to us by our rational Faculties, 
ate therefore ſometimes calld the 


Ew of Reaſon, as well as the 


Law of Nature) Chriſtianity does 
moſt conſpicuoully and evidently. 


appear to be a Divine Religion; 


M., to be from the Author 


Nature; however incongruous 
ſome Men may phancy it to be 


ſor God ſupernatutally to reveal 


to Men What is naturally diſco- 
verable'to them, | by thoſe Facul- 
ties he has given them: The. 
which conceit together with not 
conſidering, or rightly weighing 
the inforcements which Natural 
Religion needs, and receives from 


Revelation, has very much diſ- 


o 


d many to teject reveal'd: Re. 
55 19 ligion. 
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ligion. Whereunto ſueh Notions | 
of Chriſtianity as agree not to the 
Attributes ot an Inſinitely Wiſe, 
and Good Being, Which Reaſon 
reaches the firſt cauſe oſ all things 
to be, have alſo nat a little con- 
tributed; for from hence many 
Men, zealous for the Honour of 
God and loyers of Mankind, have 
been prejudac?d.againit the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion: In con- 
ſequence whereof. they have rea- 
ſonably concluded that there Was 5 
no ſuch thing as reveabd Religi- 
on; and from thence have again | 
infer'd-that:-Men had no .need 
Religion. * en FP, 
We, ! \ hoſeyet who think Revelati- 
on to be needleſs in this regard, 
how well ſoever they may, poſſi 
bly, intend to Natural Religien, 
do herein entertain an Opinion 
that would undermine it: Hxpe- 
rience ſhewing us that Natural 
Light, una ſſiſfed by Revelation, 
is mſufficieat to che Ends of Na- 
ne 94 tural 


EI TR. . 
S . tural Religion: A Truth neceſſa- 
| +.ryto-beacknowledg'd to the hav- 
ing a a due value for the benefit 
that we receive by the Revelati- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt; and many, 
who profeſs belief in him, ha ve 
not a right eſtimation of that be- 
nefit on this 1 vic. às 
thinking too highly, or rather 
_ wrongly of Natural Light; not- 
withitanding - that nothing is 
more undeniably true than that 
from the meer Light of Nature 
Men actually were ſo far from 
diſcovering the Law of Nature in 
its full extent or force, as that 
they did not generally own, and 
but very imperfectly diſcern, its 
preſcriptions or obligation. Tis 
alſo alike evident that as Chriſti- 
anity has prevail'd, it has toge- 
ther with Polytheiſm, and (in 
great meaſure) Idolatry, beaten 
out likewiſe the allowed Practice 
of groſs Immorality; which in 
the Heathen World was counte- 
nanc'd, and incourag'd by the 
. 0 examples 
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themſelves Chriſtians) made it a 


Who ſtudy to advance the good 


(577 
examples of their very Gods them- 


ſelves; and by being frequently 


made even a part in Religious 
Worſhip. For the Truth of this 
effect of Chriſtianity We muſt ap- 
pesl to Hiſtory ; from whenee if 
any one ſhould imagine *they 
could oppoſe any contrary exam- 
ple, it could (1 think) be taken 
ut from one only Country; 
wherein (if the Hiſtorian ſays 
right) Morality was more exe. 
plary than in any other that We 
know of for near 400 ears that 
its Pagan Natives poſſeſsid it; 
whoſe exterminators (calling 


moſt deplorable Scene of In juſtice; 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion, bringin 
thither Vices unknown to thoſe 


former Inhabitants. But What 


only can follow! from this exam- 
ple/is, That a People, having''a 
continu'd Succeſſion of Princes, 


of the Community; making that | 


| the ſole Aim of: 2 Seeg 8 
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and 8 all their Laws, 
and Inſtitutions to that End 
(Which was the peculiar felicit 
of t y Americans) will 
e 9 of than Natural 
W e uch better practice all 
ocial Vertues, than Men ſet looſe 
from Law and Shame ; who tho? 


bore or ptiz'd into * Name of Chriſt 


t ſo much as a true 

Chhriſtianity, to the 

1 which, may certainly be added, 
or than any other People, who 
tho*/ they have the Light of the 
Goſpel among them, yet are not 
govern'd by the Laws thereof; 
and a truly Chriſtian Common: 
wealth in this ſenſe, remains yet 
tu he ſeen in the World; which 
awhen it is, the Vertue, and Feli- 
any of ſuch a People will be found 
— to ſurpaſs the (perhaps par- 
| tial account Which we have of 
[I hat of the: e ;: whoſe # 

Johg uninterrupted ; uccellion 

Excellent Princes, dis What only | 
tis admirable in the account we 
Are of them ; and not t the Force 
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of the Light of Nature in thoſe 
People, eee apparently of 
tractable, gentle 

tir'd with the Miſeries of a Life 
to the laft degree Bruxiſh, did 
from the viſible wretchedneſs and 
inconveniences thereof,” gladly 
obey ſuch whom they believed 
were (as they rold them they 
were) Divinely ſent to teach them 


a happier way of living. And in 


the Verrues which rheſe their Rtſt 
Lawgivers taught them 


Extraction, and Authority, From 


the which it will be N that 


this inſtance of the Peruvian Mo- 
rality makes for the need of Reve- 
lation to inforce Natural Religi- 
on, and not againſt it. Burhow 
far Revelation is needful to aſſiſt 
Natural Light, will be the beſt 
| ſeen in reflecting a little upon 

what we receive from each of 
theſe Guides that God has given. 


iſpofitions, and- 
451 f 


L m, their 
Succeſſors eafil "Tetaifi'd. them; 
continuing ſtill to maintain in 
them a perſwaſion of their Divine 


us. 
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us. And if it; ſhall appear from 
thence that Natural Religion has 
need of Revelation to ſupport it; 
and that the Revelation which 
; WE have by. Jeſus Chriſt is exqui- 
E| A itely adapted to the end of in- 
ſoreing Natural Religion; this 
will both be the bigheff confir ma- 
tion poſſible, that to inforce Na- 
tiutal Religion or Morality, was 
| the delign of Chtiſtianity, and 
Will alſo ſhew: that to the want 
of their being in earneſt Chriſti- 
=. ans, is to be attributed the im- 
ens 
hi "Chriſtianity, live immoral Lives. 
be conſequence from whence 
| _. Mult be, That to reclaim a Vici- 
obus People, it ſhould be conſider'd, 
" as the moſt effectual means of do- 
ing fo, how to make Men really, 
and in earneſt Chriſtians, _ 
Io fee, what light we receive 
from Nature to direct our Acti- 
ons, and how far we are Netural- 
ly able to obey that Light; Men 
muſt be conſider'd purely as in 


* 


at i] 


www — 
f 18 — a E 
N 
= 


e 
| the ſtate,of Nature, vi. as hav- 
ing no Etrinſick Law to direct 
them, but indu'd only with a 
| faculty of comparing their - di- 
| ſtant Ideas by intermediate Ones, 
and Thence of deducing, or in- 
; fering one thing from another ; 
whereby our Knowledge imme- 
diately received from Senſe, or 
; Reflection, is inlarg'd to a view of 
| Truths remote, or future, in an 
| Application of which Faculty of 
the mind to a_ conſideration of 
our own Exiſtence and Nature, 
rogether with the beauty and or- 
der of the Univerſe, ſo far as it 
falls under our view, we may 
come to the knowledge of a Firſt 
Cauſe; and that this muſt bean 
Intelligent Being, Wiſe. and Power- 
ful, beyond what we are able to 
conceive. And as we delight in 
our ſelves, and receive pleaſure WY 
from the objects which ſurround MY 
us, ſufficient to indear to us the 
poſſeſſion. and injoyment of Life, 
we cannot from thence but ers 
"pats e that 
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that this Wife and Powerful Being 
is' alſo moſt” Good, fince he has 
made us out of nothing to give us 
a2 Being wherein we find ſuch 
„ Happineſs, as makes us very un- 
willing to part therewith, _ 
And thus, by a conſideration 
of the Attributes of God, viſible 
in the Works of the Creation, we 
W come to a knowledge of his Exiſt- 
W ence, who is an Inviſible Being : 
For ſince Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, which we manifeſtly diſcern 
in the production and conſerva- 
tion of our ſelves, and the Uni- 
W verſe, could not ſubſiſt indepen- 
diently on ſome ſubſtancefor them 
to inhere in, we are aſſur'd that 
there is a ſubſtance whereunto 
they do belong, or of which they 
are the Attributes. OA 
Which Attributes of God 
would not be diſcoverable by us, 
did we not diſcern a difference in 
Things; as between Pomer and 
| "Weakneſs, Benevolence and no Be- 
|| * nevelence, or its i 
28H * 


r 
betwixt directing means to an 
End, and acting at hap-hazard 
without any delign, or choice; 
A knowledge, which, 'by what- 
ever ſteps convey*dinto the mind, 
is no other than a ſeeing things to 
be what they are, and that they 
cannot but be what they are. 
From which diverſity and im- 


mutability in the Nature of things, 


there neceſſarily ariſes a diverſity 


of reſpects and relations betweea - 


them, as unchangeable as the 


things themſelves : wherein the 
Will of the Creator in reference 
hereunto is reveal'd to every in- 


telligent Agent, ſo far as he is 


made capable of diſcerning theſe 


relations, dependencies and con- 


1 and whatſoever with 
reſpect to his own Actions, ſuch 


a Being finds reſulting from any 


of theſe as moſt conformable to 


the deſiga of his Creator. in mak- 


ing him ſuch a-part as he is of the 
w 


ole, he cannot but conſider as 


the Will of God, thereby dictated 
| co 
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to him ; ſince otherwiſe, God 
would att conttradictiouſly to his 
Wiſdom in making him what he 
inn 77 5 IF 
Me being then, indu'd, as we 
are, with a capacity of perceiv- 
ing and diſtinguiſhing theſe dif- 
terences of Things; and alſo with 
a liberty of acting, or not, ſuita- 
5 oy and agreeably hereunto ; 
wWhence we can according to the 
preference of our own minds, act 
either in conformity to, or diſ- 
conſormity with, the Will of the 
Creator (manifeſted in his Works 
no leſs than the Will of any Hu- 
mane Architect is in his) it fol- 
W- lows, That to act anſwerably to 
the nature of ſuch Beings as we 
are, requires that we attentively 
examine, and conſider the ſeveral 
natures of Things, ſo far as they 
have any relation to our own 

actions. 1 
Which attentive conſidera tion 
of the Works of God objected to 
our view, implies ax exerciſe 
Hel whe. bats 
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thereupon of that Faculty inus by 
which we deduce, or infer, one 
thing from another: Whence (as 
has ſaid ) our knowledge 
immediately deriv'd to us from 
ſenſation, or refſection, is inlargd 
by the perception of remote, or 
diſtant Truths. The more obvioufly 
eminent advantages accruing to 
us from which faculty of reaſon, / 
plainly make known the Superio- *' 
rity of its Nature; and that its 
oy us. ought to be hearken'd 
(tO 
Senſe; where theſe (as it too oſ- 
ten happens) do not concur. For 
did we know nothing by Inference 
and Dedaction, both our know - 
ledge and injoyment would be 
very ſhort of what they now are; 
e e eee — de- 
pending almoſt intirely upon Rea · 
ſon; = there — of the 
greateſt Enjoyments of Senſe 
Which would not loſe tlieir beſt 
Reliſh, ſeparated from thoſe con- 
comitant ſatisfactions which ac- 
301 com- 


us preferably to choſe of 4 
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tional Creatures. Neither is it 


our greateſt happineſs alone 


which is manifeſtly provided for 
in our being indue d with this Fa- 
culty; but our much greater ſafe- 
ty; — preſervation likewiſe; 
ICE the, require a capacity in us 
of foreſcein diſtant Events,ad 
directing roanEnd,:often- 


timesthrougha long train of Att» 


ons; which is what We can only 
do by that in us, hereby the Re- 


EKtions, Dependencies and Con- 
ſemquences of things are diſcovera - 

5 ble to us. 207 1.3 {1853 95 "bl 9727 
But as Reaſon is that which ei- 
ther in kind or degree, differences 


Men from Brutes; and that there 
are ſew, if any, Who would doſe 
this diſtinction, it is hy common 


conſent acknouwledg'd that Rea - 


ſon is in reſpect of all others, a 
preferable indowment. And if 


Beaſts, only inferiour to Men in 
the advantages of this Faculty, 


appear hereby intended to be ſub- 
4 jected 
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ee them only as we are ra- 
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jected to Men, it cannot be leſs 


evident That that part in Men 
which they ha ve in common with 
Beaſts,” was like wiſe defign'd by 
their Maker to be ſubjected to 
their Rea ſon al ſo. From All which, 
it undeniably follows that we do 
not act anſwerably to the Will, or 
pleaſure of God, in making us ſuch 
Creatures as we are, if we either 
neglect the Search of thoſe Mea» 
ſures ot our Actions preſcrib'd:to 
us by the diſcernable Natures of 
Things; or, if ſeeing theſe, we yt 
conform not our ſelves thereunto. 
Now for oy Creature know—- 
ingly to oppoſe 
Creator, is not only diſingenuity 
in regard of What is e from 
it to its Sovereign Bene 1 
and: Folly in reſpect of that de- 
pendence which it has on him ſor 
its Being, as it is commonly re- 
preſented to us to be; but is 
alſo in the Nature of Things {fim- 
ply: confider'd // ſo repugnant to 
right Rea ſon, that were ſuch a 
De + Crea- | 


the Will of its 


LE LOT 
Creature conſiſtent with it ſelf 
herein, and could act purſuantly 
to That Will, it would operate 
to its own deſtruction; ſince its 
Exiſtence evidently depends up- 
on That of its Maker; whoſe 
Will, as reveal'd to us, being but 
à different conſideration of his 
Attributes, the knowledge where- 
of is all the Knowledge we have 
of God, cannot be fo much as 
conceiv/d by us ſeparable. from 
the Being of God; unleſs the God, 
which we conceive, be a Fiction 
of our own Imagination, and not 


the Creator of All Things; who . 


is an inviſible Being only knowa- 


ble to us in, and by, the exempli- 
fflications of his Attributes: The 


infinite Perfection, and the inſe- 
parable Correſpondence, and 
Harmony of which (diſcernable 


in the Frame and Government of 
the Univerſe) plainly tells us, 
That the Divine Will cannot be 
(like ours) ſuceeſſive Determina- 
tions without dependance, or con- 
1 nection 
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nection one upon another; much 
leſs inconſiſtent, contradictury, 
and mutable; but one ſteady, 
uniform, unchangeable reſult of 
infinite Wiſdom and Benevc- 
lence, extending to, and includ- 
ing All his Works. So that Sin, 
or diſobedience to our Maker is 
manifeſtly the greateſt Non ſenſe, 
Folly and contradiction conceiv- 
able, with regard purely to the 
immutable perfection of the Di- 
vine Nature; and to the Natural 
conſtitution of things, independ- 
ently upon any poſitive command 
of God to us, or his irreſiſtible 
power over us 
But as without a capacity. in 


the Creature to act contrary to VP 


the Will of the Creator there 
could be no deſert, or ſelf-excel- 
lency in any Created Being; .cor- 
trariety to the Will of God is 
therefore permitted in the Uni- 
verſe as a neceſſary reſult of Crea 
turely, imperfection, under the 
greateſtendow ment that a 
3 | re 


r 
ted Being is capable of having, 
viz. That of Freedom or Liberty of 
Action: And as the conſtitution 


of ſuch a Creature, as this, implies 


that what is beſt in reference to 
the deſign of the Creator, and of 
its own Happineſs, ſhould not be 
always neceſſarily preſent to the 
Mind as Beſt ; ſuch a Creature 
may oppoſe the Will of his Maker 
with various degrees of Guilt in 
ſo doing; or (poſhbly) with none 
at all; tor no Agent can offend 
farther than he 3 abuſes 


the Freedom he has to act. 
But God having made Men fo 


as that they find m themſelves, 
very often, à liberty of acting ac- 


oi cording io the preference of their 
EF! _ own Minds, it is incumbent upon 


them to ſtudy the Will of their 
Maker; in an application of the 
Faculty of Reaſon which he has 
given them, to the confideration 


_ of the different reſpects, conſe- 


quences, and dependencies of 
thence, 
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thence, the juſt mea ſures of cheir 


actions in every circumſtance and 


relation they ſtand plac'd in; 
which meaſures are nothing elſe 


but the dictates reſulting fiom 


thoſe views which ſuch a conlide- 


ration of things as this gives us, 


of what is conſonant, or not ſo, 
to the deſign of tlie Creator in 
every particular, wherein we are 
concern'd to act: And theſe ma- 
nifeſtations of his Will; thus dif- 
coverable to us, ought to be re- 


carded by us, as his Commands: W 


Yer however certain it is, that 
the dictates of Reaſon, or Nature, 


diſcernable by out natural Facul- ; | 
ties, Arc the commands oft God to = 
us, as rational Creatures; it is ³ 


equally true that the love of hap · 
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pineſs (which conſifts in pleafure) 


is the earlieſt, and ſtrongeſt prin- 
ciple of Humane Nature; and 
therefore whatever mea ſures Rea; 


ſon does, or might, preſcribe, vhen 


particular occaſions occur, the 
ſentiment of what Men find plea- 


ſing, : 
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ſing, or diſpleaſing to them, how- 
ever contrary to thoſe dictates of 
right Reaſon, is very apt to de- 
termine their choice. God yet 
who is the Author of Order, and 
not of Confuſion, has fram'd all 
things with Conſiſtency, and Har- 
mony; and however, in Fact, it 
too often | happens that we are 
miſled by that ſtrong deſire of 
happineſs implanted in us, yet 
does this no way neceſſa rily inter- 
ere with our acting in an intire 
conformity to the preſcriptions 
ol the Law of Rea ſon; but the 
cContraty: For from hence it is that 
this Law has its Sanction, viz. 
That, duly conſidering it, we 
hall evidently find our happineſs, 
and miſery, are annex'd to the 
obſervance, or neglect, of that 
unalterable Rule of Rectitude, diſ- 
coverable to us by the Nature of 
Things; fo that this Rule of Recti- 
tude, or Eternal Will of God, has 
alſo the force of a Law given to 
it by that inſeparable accord — 
FD there 
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there is bet wixt our ineſs or 
miſery, with our obedience, ot 
diſobedience, hereunto: Thus 
our duty and happineſs, can ne- 
ver be divided, but when we 
prefer a leſs happineſs to a great 
er; and therein act not conform - 
ably to the dictates of our natural 
deſire of happineſs, or pleaſure; 
which two Terms differ only in 
this, that we apply the Term 
Pleaſure to any àgreeable Senti- 
ment, or Senſation, how ſmall; or 
ſnort ſoever in its duration; but 
that of Happineſs, only tos ſuch 
degrees of plea ſure, as do, in ſome 
conſiderable degree, out · ballance 
our BVils. 15 


= 64 \'1 3:3 

That we are many ways capa» 
ble of receiving pleaſure, we ex- 
perimentall find every ſenſe 
turmiſhes ſomething to delight, 
and pleaſe us, in its Application 
to Objects ſuited to a grateful ex- 
ereiſe thereof. And "che operati- 
ons of our 'own Minds upon the 
Ideas preſented to them hy our 
AF: E Senſes, 
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Senſes, afford us alſo other plea . 
ſures, oftentimes ꝓreferable by us 
to thoſe that we receive immedi- 
ately from Senſe. But be our plea- 
ſures excited how they will; or 
whatſoe ver they con ſiſt in, Thoſe 
that Men receive from the Grati- 
fication of antecedent deſire, are 
the pleaſures that they have the 
ſtrongeſt reliſn of. 4 Goad not 
deſirid, making (comparatively) 
but a ſmall Impreſſion upon us. 
Now the Gratification of their 
deſires is not always in Men's 
Power, but oftentimes it is ſo. It 
is then often: in their choice to 
procure to themſelves pleaſure, 


Or not. Whence it is reaſonable 


for them to inquire, ſince happi- 
neſs" conſiſts in pleaſure; and the 
Gratification of their Deſires, and 
Appetites, always gives them 
pleaſure ; whether, or no, to Gra- 
tiſie Theſe: ſhould not therefore 
always be that which ſhould de- 
termine theit actions in purſuance 
of this their chief End ? —— 

* at 
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mine, or tr 
0 hos aut 
ne 1 — leſs evident; in go 
We percelve our ſelves, and the 
Nause which we have rela- 
tion to bel ſo fam d, and cooſtis 
* in geſpect done of another, 

Bo the Gratiſication of our pre: 
ſent Deſires and Appetites, 
A for. a hort, or, 


— more durable Pain : and tl 

on the count deni — 
reſtraint, of our preſens Bel 
and Ae e — og 
for a oxt, or fmall Pain, procure 
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Farbsteine and preſer les plea- 
to” reater, it is apparent 
that 255 r tiftcation of our pre. 
| © Ap 25 ites cannot be” chat 
CY 185 s, As wie are 7 577 
nts, p opoſi to our ſelv 
1 for our cer end, ſnhould 
NE elle or regu re out volun- 
ions ; preſent Appetite 
celle us only what will give us 
fefent ere, not What will, 
in the whole, procure to us the 
moſt pleaſure, 15 What'elfe: then 
| rs to be the Rule, or _—_ 
= ſure of Men's actions acting 
bb irh reſpect to the 1 2 
| Happineſsas their chief End, but 
| thedeterminations'of rhat Facul- 
derer Which, in reference to 
ifferent properties undd rela- 
tions giſcernable in Things, can 
Ul alone be the judge What Will, in 
=O the whole, eee te them the 
1 4 moſt-pleaſure? And thus the ve 
deſire of happineſs; or love « 
pleaſure, rightly purſy's;" does 
beute us te make ne determina- | 
tions 


r 


T3 
tions Or dictates. of Reaſon, and 


might be happy, 

ich God made 
Jain that he has 
neither ſet any 1 h meaſure to 


our Actions, of put ar 
happy Ar , "ONT, 


ſhall; agg contradict, 
his, end. hence it AP» 


pears, that Pleaſure 
implanted in us (if we faithfully 
purſue it in prefering always that 
which will, on the whole, 8 Pr 0- 


*. 


cure to us the, molt plea ſute can 
vans of the Law of Reaſon.: And 
that this Law enjoy ns only a right = 
| regulation of our natural delire.gf. 
WM pleaſure, to the end of ourobraing 
100 R E 3 ing 
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15 a ble fe 10 that there is 
f infeparable connection, or re- 


Good and Evil, 
ral Good, and Evil. 


To aſfert therefore that our chief 
7 does conſiſt in pleaſure, is 
fr from dra wing after it any fuch 
. a8 ny haye pre- 
det it does, in preſiydtee to rhe 
EA gf Reaſon 14 t Natural 
. Revelation of Gods Wilk to us: 
fince 1% aß can upon due con 
Sean are e 


2 ale 1 ed 


of Pleaſures being his 
dg *% "experience" it Sent 
Btratlctin 
nenge and'that 
at think we do npr ig f Arid 
lat even Thofe, who the moſt in. 
ige to their Paffions af d-Appe- 


age That rde 


Ia gone 
olevidently 


believi n * 
on thereof, Ke —— 


do n 
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ai Midom, in 
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(79) 
conſequence of our greateſt Good 
conſiſting in pleaſure; but ſuch 
Men indulge to their preſent Apr 
petites meerly as being ſt rongly 
inducd (contrary: oftentimes to 
the ſuggeſtions of theirown minds 
therein) thro? the love of plea- 
ſure, and abhorrence of pain, 0 
do, or forbear whatever they fin 
will procure to them the one, or 
free them from the othen at the 
preſent Time; the Gratification 
whereof They prefer] to that 
which is Future. It is however 
true that ſuch declamations as ax 
ſometimes; made againſt pleaſure 
abſolutely (not the irregular pur- 
ſuit of it) as if pleaſure Was in its 
own Nature, a falſe, and deceit- 
ful, not a real and ſolid G, 
ha ve produc'd this ill effect, th 
many from the abſurdity her 
are confirm'd in an evil indul - 
gence of their Appetites, as if to 
Gratifſie Theſe was indeed the 
trueſt Wiſdom of a rational Crea 
ture, in conſequence of pleaſure, 
n 4 - ws 
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being his chief Good: But they 
Judge not thus from a due exami- 
nation, or any examination at all 
of the nature of Things, but from 
a Reaſon (if it may be call'd fo) 
of oppoſition. For io ridiculouſly 
weak are a great part of Men in 
their Reaſoning, that ſeeing the 
are in the wrong who oppoſe 
them, they become from thence 
as much perſwaded, and as well 
ſatisfy'd that the contrary to ſuch 
Mens Aſſertions is true; or that 
themſelves are in the right, as if 
they ſaw that theſe things really 
were ſo, This arguing yet is no 
ere = 755 * 

y a palpa ruth is deny'd, on- 
W beate ſome have br 
to draw, or, have drawn ill con- 
ſequences from it: Which is yet 
all the ground of not allowing 
that Pleaſure, and Pain, are truly 
Good, and Evil; the denying of 
Which, can be of no Service to 
Morality, but the contrary, ſince 
Moral Good, and Evil, conſider'd 
RC | antecedently 
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antecedently to a itive Law 
of ot Maker, are apt to! 
thought bit 4 Notion'where that! 
inſeparable Relation is-overlook'd' 
which there is between acxions 
denominated by us vetttous; or 
vicious, and the Natural G 
and Evi of Mankind! | 270 
© Chriſtians,' perhaps; need not 
the conſideration of this to in- 
force their obediente to the Will 
of their Maker; but as it is a great 
recommendation of the Precepts 
of the Goſpel to find that they 
have an exact correſpondence 
with, and conformity to the Na 
ture of Things: So alſo thoſe who 
are not influenc'd by, as not being 
1 thorowly perſwaded of this 
wine Revelation, will ſooner be 
induc'd/to'imbrace Vertue, and 
contetin the allurements of Vice, a 
when they ſe6 Theſe to have the 
very fame reality in Nature as 
their Happineſs and Miſery have; 
than when(the? ever ſo pompouſly 
ſet but) Aire appears founded 
0 E 5 ian 8 only 
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we vial TM ogy 1B 
pg 1 Nor: bile Decur, 
Renee Ur d 5 naga re are 
fr reer geen any No-, 
testen L begrem being advagc 1 
Wit he reſpect to 5855 Wher 
dee theyrmay 0. 
the love of Yestus.(whiqh,s the 
beſt prediſpoſition to the . 
tainment of Chriſtiagity) 1 AF 
2 de ee 
themſely Enge a8 
Ad ally — ILET, heb 
ab gaining thus much upon the 
Mien aſſert; Vertue by any other 
Anguments ban ſuch a8 they 
will not admit of visghak drawn. 
For. Revelation. - a-ubni 120¹ 
Howeyer true yet it is that 
happigeſs, or our chief Good, does 
tonliſt in plea ſurezit is no; leſs true 
_ thar the irregular Love of glesſure 
is a perpetual ſourceto us of Folly, 
|. and Miſery. That we ate liable to 
the which W ge ie is but a 
e of our 3 
imperfection: for We cannot love 
pleaſure, and not love ae: 
| plea- 


fent, With 455 Irie 
is it 2 wonder if we are ofrentim 


tho? Reaſon only. has Author 


minion equal 
A ching mani 
fances here ind there; 


ſeriptions of Reaſon, in hn. 
| ar 
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pleaſure : and the love of 
Ppleafure it is which miſlead 
narrow, I 4 nd unattentive 


x 


Ron 
compa riſon of the 125 
12 


from a ſu 


thus miſlead; ſince we e 
Wander from the right way wi 
leſs excuſe for doing 85 NEE, not 
ſeldom, goin ane on Rea- 


ſon, when the lobe F pda | 


pleaſure 1s ſo far Fil aa 


their variouſly frail Natures, that 


its allurements will not retain 
them in the paths of Vertye; and 


0 Bounds to their *defft 
they ſubject both Them, and . 


to 10 Unjuſt 179 70 1 2 122 
t, 


not cu ny 


bit in 
the examples of whole My 


e againſt the waineſt pre- 


preſent 5 


Who either 5 poſitive inſtixutiop, 1 
or allow'd of Cyſtom, have tranſ- 
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far from ug es their Appe- 
tites, as that they are contrary, 
and even ſometimes grievous to 
ens/natural-defires. To account 
for which, will not here be imper- 
tinent; nor (in order to the do- 
ing ſo) to conſider firſt what the 
Terms Vertue and Religion lia ve, 
in their vulgar acceptation, every 
where generally ſtood for. 
„ Keligion has, I think, been 
.rightly defin'd to be the knowledpe 
how to pleaſe God, and thus taken, 
does neceſſarily include vertue , 
that is to ſay, Moral Rectitude; but 
As Men have uſually apply'd 
Theſe Terms Vertue and Religion, 
they ſtand for things very diffe- 
"rent and diſtin, one from ano- 
. ther; For by a Vertuous Man, in 
f I- Countries of *the World, or 
els Societies of Men, is com- 
monly meant, by thoſe WhO 10 
Fall any one, ſuch a Man as ſteadi- 
| 5 adheres to chat Rule of his Acti- 
dens which is 1 8 N for a Rule 
ae et Society, 
a . 
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be that what it will. Hence it 


has been that Vertue has in diffe- 
rent Times and Places chang'd 
Face; and ſometimes ſo. far, as 
that What has been eſteem'd Ver- 
tuous in one Age, and in one 
Country, has been look'd upon 
as quite the contrary in others: 
tho? in all Times and Places, 
wherein Men have not degene- 
rated into a downright Brutiſh, 
or altogether Animal Life (as 
ſome whole Nations: have done) 
but have ſet any Rules, or_Mea- 
ſures to their Actions, the dictate 
of right Reaſon have more, or leſs, 
taken Place with them, ſo far as 
the manifeſt advantages, or rather 
neceſſity thereof to the ſubſiſtence 
or convenience of Society, has 


directed Men. And fo .much as 


Cuſtom, or the Injunctions of 
ſome La wgiver inforc'd theſe dic- 
tates of Rea ſon, or Nature, ſo far 
and, no further, did obedience 
thęreunto denominate Men Ver- 
tuous.; without any diſtinction 
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_ TT re a 
— 
of 8 PI 


. 
made in reference to theſe pre- 
ſeriptions, as being Precepts of 
the Eternal Law of Right, or as 
obligatory any other ways than 
as being part of the Law, or Fa- 


ſhioa of that Country, or Society, 
whetein theſe Rules ad prevail'd 
or were eſtabliſh'd. A firm and 
Ready adherence to which, whe- 
therconformable, or not, to the 
Taw of Reaſon; being alike' that 
which ever intitled Men to be 
eſteem'd Vertuous among thoſe 
who profeis'd to live by the ſame 
Now fince Man is a Creature 
that has variable, and diſagree- 
ing Inclinations, as having paſh- 
ons very chaggeaDie, and often- 
times contradictory ' one to ano- 
ther, there is not any fix'd Rule, 
or Meafure, whatfoever that can 
poſſibly be ſer to his Actions, 
which can . conſtantly be ad- 
her'd to by him, without fome 
difficulty, or uneaſineſs; becauſe 
atyth © IT 

any ſteady, and unalterable Rule 
n muſt 
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(87) 
ul neceffariiy 
Halte and croſs his changeable 
Appetites, and differing Inclina- 
tions; even altho' that Rule was 


;. to, be indulgent to the 
J Deſires of Humane 
Nature in general. | 

Conformity thereſore of Mens 
1 5 to any fix q, And unt aria 

, isa thing of ffome difficulty, 

& Rule what it will And 

NOD ore, Tranſgreſſion againft 

that Rule which Men profefs'd 

479 oblig' g to act by, has 

always, every Where been; and 


15 ae, intended ever fo 


OY ew Men comparatively, were 


ſtrictly Vertuous : That is, did in 
all things conform, or ſincerely en- 
dea vout᷑ to conform their Actions 
to that, which they acknowledg'd 
for the Rule of them. 

Thoſe yet who believ'd a Su- 
perior Inviſible Power that made 
them, could not be fatisfy*d' with 
themſelves, in Tranſgreſſing a- 
gainſt that Which they thought 


oftentimes; 


ought 


4 $8 d 2 
oughit to be their Rule: For how- 
ever they underſtood this Rule tö 
be derivd, they yet believ'd it 
carry'd with it, ſome way or o- 
n Boots ther th: 
Obedience; ge otherwiſe they 
would not ha ve look d upon it as 
a Rule. Now, as they could not 
know t hat God would not puniſh 


their Diſobedience to That which 


they look d upon as obliging them 
to Obedience; but, on the con- 
trary, had more, or leſs,” Reaſon 
o apprehend. that he would do 
4 They therefore (thinking him 
to. be an exorable as well as an 
Omniſcient, and Omnipotent Be- 
ing) were hereby on Theſe occa- 
ſons taught to deprecate his Ven- 
geance, and implore his Mercy : 
pag hence the more Guilty and 
earful came to invent Attone- 
ments, Expiations, Penances and 
Purgations, with all that various 
Train of Ceremonies which at- 
tended thoſe Things; Naturally 
imagining that the Divine Nature 
C 
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reſembled their own; and thence 
believing that they ſhould the 
more ealily : appeaſe his Anger, 
and avert the effects of his Wrath, 
if by ſuch means, as theſe, Fhey 
did, as it were, in Gods behalf 
Revenge upon themſelves their 
Diſobedience to him. And as the 
Solemnity of theſe Matters re- 

uir'd peculiar Hands to Execute 
them; and Devotion exacted that 
ſuch ſhould be liberally rewarded, 
and highly reſpected for their Pi- 
ous performances; from hence 
the profit which ſome reap'd by 


theſe things, as well as the ſatis- 
faction that others found therein, 
who were unwilling to be rigo- 
rouſly reſtrain'd by. the Rule of 
their Actions, yet were uneaſie 
under the reproaches of their Con- 
ſciences when they tranſgreſſed 
againſt it, made theſe Inventions, 
and the value ſet upon them, to 
be daily improv'd;; till Men at 
laſt ha ve ſought to be, and have 
effectually been perſwaded that 
ide. | they 
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they might render themſelves ac- 

ceptable to God without indea- 

vouring ſincerely to obey the 

Rule by which they profeſs'd to 
believe they were oblig'd to live; | 
and that even when they did | 
think that this was a Law giv” n 
them by God himſelf. 
Now the great practicers; and | 
promoters of the abovefaidithings, 
are every where Tlioſe who are | 
generally eſteem'd, and call'd Re- | 
ligious. e the Term Reli. | 
grow" via s : ordinarily to have 

r nothing elſe, but ſowe 


Expedithit / or other; out 0 
Nen. but God was: isfied 
with them, notwith t their 


( 

f 
Confoiences | repronch dne with | 
wan ef Conformity to the ac huom. 0 
3 Rule, or Lam of their Actions. | 
ving premis'd thus much 

| 

| 

t 

t 
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Concerning the Notions. Men vul- 
arly have had of Verrue and Re- 
gion, let us now proceed to ſee 

how it has come to paſs, That 

they have with Allowance, Ap- 
probation 
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9) 
probation, and ofrentimes; with 


injunCtion of their Lawmakers 
and Governours, tranſgreſsd a- 
gainſt the moſt viſible DiQates of 
the Law of Nature, or Reaſon, 
in Things not fivourable to their 
Natural Faſſious and Appetites; 
but even, ſometimes, contra 
thereunto; as are den 1 7 ther 


ſelves the lawful jo) fee 
of Life; NMaeetatipg t their 1 
Proſtuting their Wives; 
expoſing their Off-\f ring! yd 
Themfetves' to cruel ; 
ank even Death it ef; 990 
of which Fthink ap f 
to es that Manſtin 120 5 
ie nctall "'conviged thar "there 
xs 4 Maket-of thenfelves hd 
of He Work! who" they: W 1 
ded was as Welbable tübt ir 
fiſance of wliat they-dtd; 10 
produce them into” 1 
to Whom they could woe 
that all the Acrions of bis Erka 
totes weis alike pleaſing ee 


pleafing; they Ene fearfu 
eaſing"; fl 
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(as has. been ſaid) of incurring his 
diſpleaſure, whenever they did 
any thing which their Conſciences 

reproachd them for From the 
which Fear of a Superior inviſible 
Power, inſpecting their Actions, 
they were early induc'd to heark- 
Fo to, and follow ſuch who pro- 
feſs' d themſelves to have, ſome 
Knowledge Supernaturally re- 
veal d to them of God's Will. And 
we Boch in the Hiſtories of all 
Nations, that the generality of 
Mankind were perſwaded (con- 
tra 2; to the Sentiments of ſome 
Modern. Deilts) That it Was a 
thing very congruous to the Di- 
vine Being, that he ſhould in this 
way reyeal to Men his pleaſure 
concerning them; ſince the great- 
eſt part, every where, did with 
little difficulty give Credit to 
Heh who yd the FOR ence to 
affirm to them, that they were 
ſent hy God, pM — what 
e requir'd of them: the which 
beiog ſo, a ſub miſhon of Mens 


4 
„ +a 
} Rea- 


(3 
Reaſon to the 0 of ſup ogd 
inſpir'd Teachers muſt nece arily 
follow * and they from thence be- 
come liable to be impos'd upon, 
all the ways that could ſerve the 
ends of ſuch WhO made uſe of this 
pretence to promote thereby any 
intereſt ietr own, or others, 
And as there is ſcarce any 
Cohmtfy can be named wher 
there has not been theſe pretences 
to Revelation; ſo no Inſtance, I 
believe, can be found: of any Inti. 
tutipn, or generally a 355 of 
Practice, 0 polite" to the obvious 
Dickates of Nature, or Rea fon, 
and not in Favour of Mens Appe- 
tites, Which wet nor appear, or 
on ound may not 
eure de bg Fore e 5 
this pretence of Sopernatural Re- 
velation; Which has ever pro. 
curꝰꝗ the firmeſt adherence to ay 
New Inſtitution whatſoever ;and 
was-ver ſufficient to make the 
abſurdeft things be fwallow'd e- 
qually with the moſt reaſonable; 
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it being undeniably true, that 
whatever God does Command, 
Bis Creatures are undęr an gare 


een of . ebe the 
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enders as the oy —_— 
Es ing Mul . were ever 
-redulous ; and thence, havehbeen 
always practicd upon in various 
Kinds, and meaſures, as has beſt 
17 ce lch Thoſe who 
aye had vici C et or 
| Ha OUS Ba 5 Pew fe bay 
ing impos'd. u . uitably 
12 Wo Ends: ad ck as have 
ad larger co ons, ge- 
nerous defi e j V6 1 4 
Vulgar, Baſe 1 Sordid Paſſions, 
having anſwer y to; their Aims, 
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credulity. Of the laſt kind Were 
ſuch who have propos'd the re- 
claiming of Men from vices. more 
obvioully prejudicial to Society, 
and civil Government; thereby 
to errct or reſtore ſome Yourilhs 
ing Kingdom, or common- wealth; 
And theſe, tho? they ha ve decęiv- 
ed Men, in making them believe 
that their Laws Were Divine 
inſpir'd, have yet deſervedlyſbeen 
Honour'd by them as Benefactors, 
becauſe of that happineſs which 
they procur'd to them thereby, in 
this World; beyond Which, their 
views extended not, as having 
no knowledge of a future Life. 
The which ſort of Men, however 
rational, and Vertuous they were, 
yet (like other pretenders to Re- 
velation) that they might the 
better procure Authority to their 
Dictates, did with their civil In- 
ſtitutions, mix Holy Myſteries; 
and that uſually as peculiar Se- 
crets taught them by ſome Divi- 
nity. They alſo, how much ſo- 

N ever 
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ever they, perhaps, ſecretly con- 
temn'd ſuch things, did yet ge- 
nerally pay a great outward re- 
gard to matters of Religion; 
which have ever abounded in the 
beſt Govern'd, and moſt Flou- 
riſhing Kingdoms, and Common- 
wealt 8. CES S151 2.4 
Now (as has been already ſaid) 
the exact obſervers. of the civil 
Inſtitutions of their Country, or 
- Cuſtoms of their Anceſtors, were 
look d upon as Men of Vertue; 
and whoſo apply'd himſelf emi- 
nently to the obſervation of ſuch 
ſuperſtitions as conſiſted of Sacri- 
fices, Proceſſions, Luſtrations, &c. 
with a various Train of Pompous 
TCeremonies, diverſify'd according v 
to the Phancies of their Authors, a1 
Was look'd upon as a Religious Ac 
Man; whilſt there was a third A 
ſort of Men (inconſiderable al- de 
ways in their Number) who m 
judged, by the true rule of Reaſon, IF ſu 
what was right, and what was u. 
wrong, in the firſt of theſe; and tu 


„ 
who contemning the Fopperies 
of the laſt, were oftentimes (thro? 
their means who moſt found 
their Account in thoſe Matters) 
in gs! of paſſing "with: the 
« filly People for Atheiſts: ſuch as 
fearchfor theit opinions, and the 
Mea ſures of their Actions in the 
Reaſon and Truth of Things, 
havin n been unac- 
ceptable to Thoſe whoſe Intereſt 
it — been to keep up the Credit 
and Authority of vain Traditions 
and Superſtitious Practices; be- 
cauſe if Theſe ſhould be hearken'd 
to, 'T hoſe Apprehended that wo 
ſhould become uſeleſs. 

Men of this third ſort are They 
who are vertuous in a Rational 
and Chriſtian eſtimation ;' for if 
adherence to the Rule of Mens 
Actions (be that what it will} 
denominates Men verruous a- 
mong thoſe of their own per- 
ſwaſion therein; then That 
which denominates a Man ver- 
tuous amongſt Thoſe who take 
F the 


of 
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the preſctiptians of right Reaſon, 
or of the Goſpel (for theſeare but 

one, and the ſame, differently 
promulg'd) for the Rule of their 
Actions, muſt be an adherence to 
the Law of right Reaſon, or of 
this Revelation : Which Rule, is 
not (as all others are) a change- 
able, becauſe (as we have ſeen) 
no Arbitrary. thing; it being 
founded in Relations, and Con- 
nexions, which are as immutable 
as that determinate conſtitution 
in Things, which makes every 
thing what it is. From whence 
it has been that ſuch Men in all 
Ages, aud Places, as were above 
the prejudices of their 2 
Religion, and Manners, viz, ſuc 

as we have now ſpoken of, have 
ever had much the ſame Senti- 
ments in reſpect of Vertue. But 
theſe have always been but a 
ſmall Number: Cuſtom, and 
blind Opinion, have ever go- 
vern'd the World; and the light 
of Reaſon has neither appea r'd 
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to Men to be, nor in Fact been 
any where ſufficient to direct the 
generality of Mankind to Truth; 
as ſome imagine it capable of do- 
ing; who becauſe of that clear 
Evidence which Reaſon gives to 
thoſe verities that Revelation has 
already taught them, think that 
they owe, or might have o- d 
to this light of Rea ſon what they 
are not indebted to it for; and 
what it is a Thouſand. to One 
odds they would not have re» 
ceiv'd from it, had they been 
Born where there was no other 
than Natural Light. 
For we find not any Country 
inany Age of the World, wherein 
Men did generally acknowledge, 
by the meer force of Reaſon, Na+ 
tural Religion in its full extent; 
or where the Law of Nature was 
by the Light of Nature univer- 
ſally own'd. Some Dictates of 
it as ſuggeſted by neceſſity, or 
convenience, having. only; been 
receiv'd, (as has been already 
F 2 laid). 


n G.). 3M ; 
4aid) but not diſtinguiſh'd from 
the moſt Arbitrary Inſtitutions 
of Men; altho? it is probable that 
the greater Conformity any Law 
Nad to the dictates of right Rea- 
ſon, it did the more univerſally 
and eaffly obtain Belief of its be- 
ing divinely reveal'd to him who 
pretended ſo to have receiv'd it; 
And this apparently it was which 
Bave ſo great a Succeſs to the Pe- 
mia Lawgivers; whoſe Idolatry 
was the moſt ſpecious that was 
poſſible; and whoſe Rules of 
Living (pretended to have been 
receiv'd by them from the Sun, 
their Father, and Vicegerent of 
Pachacama, the Supream Inviſible 
and Unapproachable God) were 
highly ſuirable to the dictates of 
Tight Reaſon. | 
This Law.nevertheleſs not be- 
ing receiv'd by that People but as 
a Supernatural Revelation, the 
great Morality of the Peravians 
affords no Argument againſt, but 
Lon the contra 9 
D the 


r 


evident to thoſe who reflect 
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the need of Revelation; ſince 
whatever Force of Rea ſon theſe 
Natural Truths did appear 80 
this People to carry with them, 
when repreſented as divine Com- 
mands, this light had never yet 
attracted their ſight purely by its 
own Brightneſs; nor ever, has 
any where done ſo, but here and 
there in a few Inſtances of Per- 
ſons of more than ordinarily in- 
2 Minds; and (probably) 
r the moſt part, exempted by 
a happy priviledge of Nature. from 
the ſervitude of ſenſual, and ſor- 
did Paſſions. 1 221.590 
And tho* nothing can be more 


thereupon, than that Mens Acti- 
ons ſhould be regulated, and di- 
rected by that Faculty in them 
which ſhows them the different 
properties, relations, and depen - 
dencies of things, and not by their 
Appetite, which. only can tell 
what Will at the preſent. pleaſe, 
or offend them; not What. will, 
E 3; upon 
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upon the whole, procure to them 
the moſt pleaſure, or uneaſineſs; 
yet ſuch appears to be the unre- 
flecting Nature of the generality 


of Mankind, and ſuch their foud- 


neſs of preſent pleaſure, as either 
not to conſider this Truth, or 
when they do ſo, to be induc'd 
(in conſequence thereof) to obey 
the moſt manifeſt dictates of Rea- 
ſon, or Natural Light, which 
Will lay any reſtraint upon their 
pleaſing, and, oftentimes, violent 
Inclinations: Much leſs will the 

be at pains to ſearch for any ſuc 

Meaſures of their Actions in the 
Conſtitution and dependances of 
things; which is indeed what the 
far greater part of Men have not 
the Capacity, or Leiſure to do: 
Neither are Any able to do this ſo 
early as to prevent their irregu- 
lar Inclinat ions from being Fl 


ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd by ill 


habits: which when once the 

are, Reaſon does in vain oppoſe 
them, how clear ſoever her dic- 
tates 
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tates appear. On the dee . 
our Paſſions grown ftrong, do 
uſually ſo far corrupt our Rea- 
ſon as to make her joyn parties 
with them againſt her felt; we 
not only doing amiſs, but like- 
wiſe finding Arguments to juſti- 
fie our ſo doing, even to our ſelves 
as well as others. s. 1 Cam 
But there is ſtill, beyond this, 
a farther impediment to Mens 
obeying the Law of Nature, by 
vertue of the meer Light of Na- 


ture; which is, that they can- 


not, in all circumſtances, with- 
out Revelation, make always a 


juſt eſtimate in reference to their 


happineſs. For, tho” it is demon- 
ſtrable that the Law of Reaſon 
is the Law of God, yet the want 
of an explicite knowledge of the 
penalty incur'd by the breach of 


that Law, makes it not to be e- 


vident to all Men that the incur- 
ing of this penalty ſhall (in all 
caſes) make the preference of 
breaking this Law, an ill Bar- 
K F 4 ga in: 
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gain: which it may, ſometimes 
not be to many, in regard of the 
diſcernable natural conſequences 
of ſuch a Tranſgreſſion. For 
tho“ obſervance of the Law of 
Rea ſon is, in the conſtitution of 
Natural Cauſes, viſibly to thoſe 
who conſider it (generally ſpea k- 
ing) the means of our greateſt 
happineſs, even in this preſent 


World, yet if there be no future 


Life (Which that there is, is made 
certain to us, only by the Reve- 
lation thereof in the Goſpel) to 
anſwer in for Tranſgreſſion of 
this Law ; the breach of it may, 
tho? not naturally, yet acciden- 
tally, in ſome caſes, conduce to 
Mens greater happineſs ; and, 
very often, notwichſtanding that 
to have obey*'d the Law of Rea- 
ſon they may diſcern would have 
been better tor them than to have 
follow'd their Appetites, had they 
been early ſo accuſtom'd, yet now 
that they have contracted diffe- 
rent Hakits, which are like a 

. Right 
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ioht 2 or Eye to chem, the 


ifficulty of a 4b. courſe of La 
keys appear too great for the 5 
tempt of it to be adviſeable; ſince 
the c onſideration of the ſhort- 
neſs and uncertainty of Life may 
make Men apt to ſay to them- 
ſelves on ſuch occaſions, ., 


Who would loſe the pre preſent Heer, 
For one that is not in his Power? 
Or not be happy nom he 72 
But for a Future Bleſſi . 
Who know not he Joall 1 42 v 4 Dy: 5 


'The Revelation of an Eternal 
Life after this, with an expreſs: 
Declaration. of Everlaſting: Be- 
wards. and Puniſhments 2 end 
to our Obedience, or Diſg 
ence, to the Law of Nature (e 
ſuch a Future State may be rga 
ſonably infer'd from all thing 
19 70 f AVTY,. to 1 
and to the Bad in this 12 , 
and, from Men's Natural 
of Iegmortality/'s is yet but a ne- 
F 5 cellary 
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ceſſary inforcement of the Law of 
Nature to the far greateſt part of 
Mankind, who ftand in need of 
this knowledge, and are unca- 
pable of an Inference ſo repug- 
nant to what their .Senſes daily 
tell them in the caſe; and where- 
in the Truth aſſerted has ſcarcely 
ever procur'd an unwavering al- 
ſent from the moſt rational of the 
Heathen Philoſophers themſetves. 
Now the unqueſtionable certa in- 
ty of a Future State, wherein 
Men ſhall receive Everlaſting 
Rewards, and Puniſhments, we 
alone owe the knowledge of to 
Jeſus Chriſt, who only has brought 
"Life and Immortality to Light. The 
willingeſt to believe the Souls 
"Immortality were before our Sa- 
- vjours coming, at beſt, doubtful 
concerning it; and the generalit 
of Mankind, were yet far leis 
petſwaded of it. 

Fables indeed concerning a life 
heteaſter (wherein there were Re- 
- wards and Puniſhments) the 
#271" "Wh Greeks 


107 

Greeks had; and from them, they 
were deriv'd to ſome other Nati- 
ons; but that for Fables they 
were taken is evident, and we 
are expreſly told ſo by Diadorus 
Siculus, who applauding the Hon- 
ours done to Good Men at their 
Funerals, by . the Egyprians, be- 
cauſe of that warning and encourage- 
ment which it gave to the Living 
to be mindful of their Duty, ſays, 
That the Greets, as to. what con- 
cernd the Rewards of the Tuff, 
and the Puniſhment of the Impious, 
had nothing among them but in- 
vented Fables and Poetical Fiftions 
which never wrought upon Men for 
the Amendment of their Lives; but 
on. the contrary, were deſpisd and 
laugh'd 4t hm. 

Whether, or no, Men ſhould 
ſubſiſt after Death depending 
plainly upon the good Pleafure F 
their Maker, the Pagan World 
(to whom God had not reveal'd 
his Will herein) could not poſſibly 
ha ve any certainty of a Life an 
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rguments there were /as 
has been ſaid) that might induce 
rational Men to hope for a future 
Exiſtence as a thing probable; and 
they did fo : But the Grols of 
Mankind ſaw not the Force of 
theſe Reaſonings tobe perſwaded 
thereby of a thing ſo inconceiva- 
ble by them as that the Life of 
the Perſon was not totally extin- | 
guiſhd in the Death of the Body; 
and a Reſurrection to Life, was 
what they thought not of, the 
certainty of which, together with 
eward and Puniſhment, 

enabling us to make a right 
mate concerning what will 
moſt conduce to our happineſs, 
plainly brings this 

ement to our O 
the Law of God, that it lets us 
ſee our happineſs, and our Duty, 
arably united therein; 
atever pleaſure we vo- 
luatarily deprive our ſelves of in 
this World from preference of 
Obedience to God's Comma 


his. A 


Future 


are inſe 
fince w 


. 


eat encou- 
ſervance of 


nds, 
it 
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it ſhall be recompenced to us ma- 
nifold in the World that is to 
come: So that now we can find 
our ſelves in no Circumſtance, 
wherein our Natural Defires of 
Happineſs, or love of Pleaſure, 
can rationally induce us to de- 
part from the Rule of our Du- 
ty. 

K The little which has been ſaid, 
do? merhinks, ſufficiently evince 
the need of Revelation both to 
Teach and inforce Natural Reli- 
gion: But the defeQtiveneſs of 
the Light ot Nature to this end, 
is a Verity of ſo great uſe to be 
eſtabliſh'd, that the conſiderati- 
on thereof ſhould not be left up- 
on ſuch ſhort Reflections as theſe; 
was not this Truth at large made 
out in a late Treatiſe intitled, 
The reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity 
as delivered in the Scriptures. 

A work which the unhappy mi- 
ſtakes and diſputes among us con- 
cerning the Chriſtian Religion, 
makes uſeful to all Men; and 
which 
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which has been. peculiarly ſo to 
many, as the only Book wherein 
they have found the inſufficiency 
of Natural Light to. Natural Re- 
ligion, has been fully ſhewed, 
although that to reconcile Men 
to, or eſtabliſh them in the belief 
of Divine Revelation, nothing 
was more requiſite to make this 
appear, i in an Age wherein 
the prevalency of Deiſh has been 
ſo much and © juitly. complain'd 


of. | 

But againſt the inſufficiency of 
Natural Light to the ends of Na- 

tural Religion, the World ha v- 
ing been ſo many Ages without 
it, is, by. ſome, thought an Ob- 

jection: For, if Supernatural. 
Light. had been ſo needful as is 
pretended to be, how could it 
comport, ſay they, with the Wil- 

dom of God not to have given it. 
to Men ſooner and more univer- 


ſally? 
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To judge of all the Ends 
and Deſigns of the Divine Wiſ⸗ 
dom in the Creation or Govern- 
ment of the World, is to ſuppoſe 
that we have 3 comprehenſion of 
God's Works, adequate or com- 
menſurate thereunto; which is 
not only to conceive of his Wiſ⸗ 
dom as not being infinite, but e- 
ven to circumſcribe it within v-- 
ry narrow bounds. If the Wiſdom 
of God, (like his other Attributes) 
does infinitely ſurpaſs our reach, 
his Views muſt, for that reaſon, 
be neceſſarily oftentimes, as much 
beyond our ſhort Sight. For us 
then, when we ſee not the rea- 
fon why any thing is, to take up- 


on us to ſay that ſuch a Fg 


does, or does not comport wit 
the Wiſdom of God, muſt needs 


we ſee all in reſpect of ſucha 
Subject that God ſees: And the 


Objection here made turns only 


upon the anaccount ableneſs of the 


be the higheſt Folly that can be, + 1 
ſince it implies a preſumption, 4 


0 Divine 
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Divine Wiſdom herein to our 


Underſtandings. For God's deal- 
ing thus with Men, can by no 
means he ſaid by us to imply any 
contradiction to his Wiſdom. 
Whilſt we having an aſſurance 
highly Rational (from thoſe num- 


berleſs Worlds which ſurround 


us) that we are but a ſmall part 
of the Intellectual Creation of 
our Maker; and being certain. 
that our abode here bears but a 
very inconliderable proportion 
of Time to millions of Ages, and 
is as nothing to Eternity, cannot 
tell but that to know much more 
than we do, in this State, of 
the intire Scheme of Provi- 
dence with reſpect to the whole 
extent of intelligent Beings, may 
be neceſſary to our ſeeing the 
Beauty of any one part of. the de- 
ſign of our Creator. And it is 
the moſt ſuitable to the All-com- 
prehenſive Wiſdom of God for us 
to conceive, that without boyang 

this 
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this knowledge, we may be far 
leſs able to judge of the Divine 
ceconomy , in reference to his 
Dealings with us here, than he 
who ſhould ſee but one Scene of 
a Dramma, would thereby be 
capacitated to judge of the Plot 
or Defign of the whole. In Ob- 
jecting therefore againſt the need 
of Revelation to ſupport Natur- 
al Religion, becauſe that we un- 
derſtand not why, if Revelation 
was necellary to this end, the 
World had it no ſooner - Men 
are guilty of fo great an Abſur- 
dity as to argue from a Matter 
only unknown to them againſt 
the reality of that evidently : 
Which is always irrational to do; 
but is eſpecially ſo, when, if we 
cannot anſwer what is Objected, 
we yet ſee plainly that That Ob- 
jection may be very anſwerable, 
and accountable for, even to our 
Conceptions; were but our views 
a little more enlarged, and ſuch 
Fi as 


n 
as, perhaps, they ſhall be hereaf. 
bern: 

But in urging this conſiderati- 
on as ſufficient to ſilence any Ob- 
jection to the needfulneſs of Re- 
velation from its lateneſs and 
want of Univerſality; I ſuppoſe 
not that the Divine ceconomy is 
herein actually incomprehenſible 
by Men; or at leaſt, may not be 
accounted for, it not demonſtra- 
tively aright, yet ſuitably to the 
Divine Attributes : and a due re- 
AeCtion upon the intire deſigu of 
Chriſtianity, ſo far as it is re- 
veal'd to us, will, it is likely, con- 
duct us beſt to a ſight hereof. But 
our preſent buſinels is not this in- 
quiry, but to ſee what rhoſe ad- 
vantages are Which we receive 
by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriit, 
the deſign of whoſe coming into 
the World appears to have been 
to inforce the Rules of ReCti- 
rude, by ſetting it in a clearer 

Light, with the manifeſt Atteſt- 
ation of Divine Authority, and 
promulging 
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promulging it as the Law of God, 
by Declaration of eternal Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, annex- 
ed to the obſervance or breach 
thereof. 3411 

Vet to deliver clearer and more 
excellent Precepts of Morality ; 
to atteſt to the Divinity hereof 
by Miracles; or to bring Im- 
mortalitie to light, were not (as 
the means of inforcing Natural 
Religion) the whole buſineſs for 
which Chriſt rook our Nature 
upon him. It wasa Decree as 
immutable as the Divine Na- 
ture, that no unrighteous thing 
ſhould have everlaſting Life : 
Wherefore all, both Jews and 
Gentiles having broken the 
Law, and being thereby con- 
demn'd (ſince the Law neceſſari- 
ly requir'd perfect Righteouſ- 
neſs, and could admit of no a- 
batement thereof) Chriſt came 
to eſtabliſh berwixt God and 
Man, a Covenant of Grace in 
order to Mens obtaining eternal 
Lite 
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Life, which they could not ob- 
tain by the Works of the Law. 
The which Covenant of Grace 
was, that to as many as believe in 
his Son, taking him for their 
King, and ſubmitting to his Law, 
God would grant remiſſion. of 
their Sins; and that this their 


Faith ſhould be imputed to them for 


Righteouſneſs ; that is, accepted of 
by him, in lieu of perfect Obe- 
dience, in all ſuch who ſincerely 
indeavour'd to live up to the Pre- 
cepts of Chriſt, their Lord. 
Men have ever been ſolicitous 
to reconcile Pardon of Sin to the 
Purity of God's Nature, which 
has expos'd them ( as we have 
ſeen) to divers Deluſions, and to 
weariſome and coltly Superſtiti- 
ons; even ſometimes to the gt- 
ving the Fruit of their Bodies to at- 
tone for the (ins of their Souls. All 
the Forms of Pagan Religion 
have abounded with Inſtitutions 
of this Nature; and that of the 
Jews conſiſted very much of tire- 
| ſome. 
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ſome and unpleaſant perform- 
ances; which being Types and 
Shadows of him that was to 
come, were practisꝰd to the ſame 
purpoſe. All which things we 
are freed from by = e 
Chriſt having offer'd up himſelf once 
for 4 ; —— —— of 
Sin is preached to as many as believe 
in him, truly repenting of their 
paſt Sins, and walking in newneſs 
of Life,conformably to theLaw of 
him their Maſter; but and if, thro? 
humane Weakneſs or Imbecillity, 
we do Sin, he is our Advocate with 
the Father, who tor the ſake of 
him his Beloved Son, will juſtify, 
or accept as Righreous, thoſe 
who truly believe in him, whence 
we are jultity'd by God's free 
Grace or Favour, and not by the 
Works of the Law, againſt which 
all have tranſgrefſed, and faibd 
of a perfect Obedience. | 
The great end then of Chriſti- 
anity is (in ſhort) to teach us ef- 
fectually to rexounce all Ungodli- 


eſs. 
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neſs, and every evil work, by de- 
_ claring to us, that if we ſincere- 
ly repent of our Sins paſt, and 
indea vour, for the time to come, 
to obey the Law of our Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, which is no 
other than the Law of Reaſon, 
or the eternal Rule of Right, we 
need not deſpair ot God's Mercy 
from the Imperfection of our O- 
bedience; ſince he will for the 
ſake of his Son, pardon their 
Sins who believe in him: Sincere 
indea vours after perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs being accepted in thoſe 
who believe in Chriſt as if they 
attained it, which is calbd, the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith. And thus 
our Bleſſed Lord, that he might 
purchaſe to himſelf 4 peculiar peo- 


pos'd to his Followers the ſtrong- 
eſt Moti ves and Encouragements 
that are conceivable to induce 
free Agents to Obedience, put- 
ting them at once upon uſing 
their utmoſt Diligence to falj 
N the 


ple ⁊ealous of good Works, has pro- 
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the Lam; yet at the ſame time, de- 
livering them from the fear that 
their defeQive Righteouſneſs ſhould 
render their Labour vain in the 
Lord, by aſſuring them that he 
will be merciful to their Sins. 

The which Chriſtian Doctrine 
concerning the forgiveneſs of Sins 
(contrary to that of other Reli- 
gions) effectually obliges Men to 


uſe their utmoſt care not to com- 
mit Sin, and leaves no room for 
. the Luſts of their Hearts, or de- 
vices of cunning Men to deceive 
2 them by any Superſtitious In- 
/ ventions of expiating or atton- 
e MW ing for Tranſgreſſion; whereby 
8 Vertue (as we have ſeen) was al- 
it ways undermin'd. For, tho? in 
9 the Chriſtian Religion, there is 
-an abatement of the rigour and 
3 ſeverity of the Law, which could 
ts not but require an unſinningObe- 
ce dience; yet we are therein 


taught, that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
only Attonement for Sin: And 
fuch a Faith in him as makes us 
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to become his obedient Subjects, 
is the only means to us of Salva- 
tion: An inforcement of the 
Law of Righteouſneſs which was 
wanting to the Pagan World; 
whoſe perſuaſion of the placa bili- 
ty of the Divine Nature (as we 
ha ve ſeen) generally taught them, 
only to find out fuch imaginary 
ways of appealing God's Anger, 
and expiating for their Sins, as 
did more or leſs ſuperſede their 
indeavours after Obedience to the 
Law. | WES 
_. Whence it appears that the af- 
ſurance of future Exiſtence, with 
the knowledge of eternal Re- 
wards and Puniſhments annex'd 
to Mens Obſcrvance, or not. ob- 
ſervance of the Law of Reaſon 
had Men had it, without the Re- 
velation of the Goſpel, would 
not have been ſo univerſal or 
powerful an inforcement of Obe- 
dience to them as it is to us; to 
whom together with this, is 
preach'd alſo the Doctrine of for- 

giveneſs 
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neſs of Sins, through Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt. For the conſciouſ- 
neſs of trauſgreſſion againſt rhis 
Law, which, under ſuch a Pe“ 
nalty exacted their Obedience, 
muſt either have driven Men into 
deſpair of being accepted by God, 
whence they would have given o- 
ver the indea vours of 1 | 
him as a fruitleſs Labour; or elſe 
if they believ'd that God would 
accept of ſome Compenſation for 
their defective Righteouſneſs, 
they would have been induced no 
leſs, but even more ſtrongly from 
their knowledge of a future Life, 
than they were without it, to 
ſeek to attone the Divine Wrath 
by ſuch ways as would inevitab- 
ly draw on a neglect of conformi- 
ty to his Law. Whereas Chriſti» 
anity doth provide againſt both 
theſe Miſtakes, in that it aſſures 
us that God will accept of our 
imperfect Obedience for the ſake 
of his Son, if we believe in him, 
and withal * 


; 


mances as have no Efficacy to 


122). nl 
to obey hum; whereby Faith does 
plainly not male 75 but eſtabliſh 
#he' Lam, it laying the highett O- 
'Sligation as well as Eucourage- 


ment that is poſſible upon Men 


to do their utmoſt to live up to 
the Preſcriptions of it. 


Er 


ion, we find, is every way ad- 
Brabiy adapted by the Divine 


Wiſdom, to the end of inforcing 


the eternal Law of Reaſon or 
Nature; which evidently need- 
ed this inſorcement. From whence 
ly or indirectly teaches Men. to 
look upon Chriſtianity as ſepa- 
rable from Morality, does the 
moſt that is poſſible miſrepreſent 
it; and therein (as effectually as 
they can do ſo) undermine both 
Natural and Reveal'd Religion; 
the latter of which diſpences not 
with any breach of the former; 
and exempts us only from the 
burthen of ſuch outward perfor- 


the 


re 


ö 
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the making Men better,” but of- 


their uſefulneſs. 1841 
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ten do make them very much 
worſe; they-concewing that they 
are able, thereby, to expiate or 
attone for their Sins; Whenee 
they become leſs charful in re- 
gard of rheir Duty: A Natural 
effect of all thoſe things, bene- 
ficial alone to the contrivets ot 
directors of them; who, by means 
thereof, have livd — oo and 
Plenty u other Peoples La- 
bou be; whilſt they {inftead of re- 
pining thereat ) were — . 
taught to reverence them 


4 
„,. 3 


Such Men as theſe profited not 
a little by the ſuperſtition of the 
People; and therefore could not 


but always =” kde nt 
poſite to that” Vertue: Since the 


more vertuous Men were, the 
leſs they ſtood in need of, or 
minded thoſe Matters, of which 
theſe managers of My ſteries and 
Ceremonies had the gainſul di- 
rection. e nc ene ine enen 
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No wonder then at all was it 
that the Goſpel found ſo much 
oppoſition, whole delign was ſo 
Diametrically contrary to the in- 
tereſt of a Party every where in 
ſuch Power and Credit; and 
whoſe Author ſo expreſly declar- 
ed, that his coming was to a- 


boliſh all ſuch Inſtitutions and 


ies -- | 
The Power of God yet pre- 
vail'd in ſpight of that of Men; 
and Chriſtianity in a little time 
had ſpread itſelt through the Ro- 
man Empire. n 
What remedy then remain'd 
more fit to be devisd by the De- 
vil or evil Men, to make the Go- 
ſpel of no effect, than under ſpe- 
cious pretences of owning and 
honouring it, to corrupt it with 
the old Pagan Principles and 
Practices, introduc'd under a 
Chriſtian Diſguiſe? Bur it be- 
ing ſo plainly deliver'd in the 
1 45 Tenour of the New Teſta- 
ment, that Chriſt being once for all 
EY „„ --- _ 
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offer d up, there remained no more 
Sacrifice for Sin; and that he came 
to teach Men to worſbip God in 
Spirit and in Truth. There was 
no room left for the ſearchers for 
their Religion in theſe Holy O- 
racles to be led into the former 
ly mention'd Pagan Superſtiti- 
ons. The Scriptures therefore 
muſt be diſcarded, or, what Was 
the ſame thing, ſhut up from vul- 
ar Readers: Which were all 
ut thoſe who had made it their 
intereſt to miſlead others by their 
Explications: The which, to- 
gether with vain Traditions, ſup- 
ported = the Authority of re- 
verend Names, coming in the 
place of Scripture, were enjoyrd 
to be receiv'd equally with Di- 
vine Truths on Terrour of eter- 
nal Puniſhment to as many as 
could be fo perſuaded, but to be 
ſure of Temporal Penalty to all 
who durſt withſtand this vio- 
lence done tothe common reaſon 
of Mankind. ; 
— The 


| (126) 
The which Spirit of Impoſiti- 
on and Perſecution began to ſhew 
itſelf very early among the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity-: And fo 
ſoon as theſe were arm'd with ſe- 
cular Power, they faild not to 
make uſe of it one againſt ano- 
ther, for impoſing of Humane 
Inventions to the neglect of what 
all profeſgd to believe God indiſ- 
penſibly requir'd of them. The 
Which Myfery of Iniquity, tho? it 
| atready wor ted n in the Apo- 
ſtles Days, yet could not be re- 


coming that of the Empire: 
Which, when it did, Antichriſt 
ſoon appear'd iti his full Dimen- 
ſions; and the Chriſtian World 
became a very Aceldama; A Hi- 
ſtory of which (ſad as it is) might 


now 


veal'd even *till the power of 
Heathen Rome was taken out of 
the way: And Chriſtianity had 
Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction, by their Religions, be- 


perhaps, with ſome plea ſure, be 
perus'd, were thoſe Tragedies 
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now at an ent; or the Reformed} 
part of Chriſtendombad no he 
in the Guilt. 

We generally indeed * — 

againſt the . of the Ba 
0 Church exereis'd over Meng 
on account or pretence of Rel. 
ion: And l it is true, that they 
— excell'd herein; yet all Par- 
ties among us, proport 10 
the — — rents A 2 
practiy ame t and it 
Beſt, when reſtraind from it by 
the Civil Magiſtrate, make it e- 
vidently appear, that they ber. 
that reſt raint uneaſily. 

But whilſt the firſtSpring,which 
moves ſuch Animoſities isa deſire in 
ambitious and il Men of Dominion; 
well-meaning ignorant People are 
miſled by theſe from the Truth of 
the Golpel, to ſuch Zeal far ſome 
diſtinguiſhing Tenets or Forms, 
as if the ſtreſs of Chriſtianity lay 
in thoſe things: And that our 
Religion conſiſted not in ſuch a 
P Jeſi Chriſt, as to receiv 

G. 4 hi 
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him for our King, becoming his 
obedient Subjects; but in the be- 

lief of Opinions, which ha ve no 
influence upon our Practice, to 
the making us live more vertu- 
ouſly; or in Worſhipping God 
aſter ſome peculiar Mode or Fa- 
ſhion. And thus among us Chri- 
ſtians, as heretofore in the Hea- 
then World, Vertue and Religion 
Are again diſtinguiſh'd; and Re- 
ligion as ſomething more excel- 
lent (and, to be ſure, more eaſy) 
does (till, as formerly it did, eat 
bout Vertue. e * Nane 
Among our ſelves it is true, 
that thoſe of the Eftabliſh'd 
Church do generally diſlike a di- 
ſtinction often made by ſome o- 
thers of a Moral and a Religious 
Man: Nor, uſually, are our Di- 
vines wanting to repreſent from 
the Pulpit the neceſſity there is of 
a good Life to render Men accep- 
table to God, But many who 
condemn ſuch a Doctrine as ſe- 
parates Religion from * 
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do yet in their practices pre the 
like diſtinction, which may well 
be preſum'd to have been one 
great cauſe of their having 
preach'd up Vertue ſo ineffectu- 
ally as they have done. That 
which People /ay having ordina- 
rily leſs influence upon others, 
than Angeben ſee them Da. And 
in regardtbur earlieſt Apprehen- 
ſions concerning Vertue and Re- 
ligion, it is certain that theſe are 
form'd in Children much more 
from what they obſerve in the 
Converſations or Actions of ſuch 
Perſons as they eſteem, than by 
ſet Diſcourſes that they now and 
then hear from the Pulpit; which 
they can neither underſtand nor, WM 


the leaſt) as they are capable of 
minding and underſtanding Ser. 
mons, they (where the thing is 
remarkable by others. ) do.,alfo, 
take notice of it, if he who fre» 
W quently 
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quently recommends 4 good Life 
to them, does not in his own 
Converſation, and in the reſpect 
he expreſſes for Vertue in the Per- 
ſon$ of others, ſhew that he in- 
deed prefers it anſwerably to the 
Praiſes he gives it. And if ſuch 


a Preacher, as this, ſhall openly 


live in the practice of an known 
Immoralit 7; or not doing ſo 
Himſelf ſhall yet manifeſtly pre- 


fer in hj m thoſe who do 
it not . for them who 
look upon'this Man as a guide to 


3 conclude from hence, 
th it in reference to the obtain- 
ing of Eternal Happineſs, Vertue 


is not the thing, the moſt eſſenti- 
ally requiſite; and much leſs cer- 
tainly Will they think it to be fo 
with reſpett to this preſent World, 


if they find their pious Inſtru- 

cor not only to chooſe the Society 

of Perons Profligate and De- 

bapch'd for his Friends and Com- 

pamions; but alſo (on all ocea- 

ſions) te re promotion 4 
C is: f 7 1 t e 


3 


g nel en to picyments 
rhe high ſt Priith,” aha tn 


of others of acknowle 
grity and ory of | 
duo bd Reafon White? bein 
only that the frſt of theſe arg by 
the Poctor beld the mote Orth 
dox in Religion; is it not unavor- 
dable, eve to a Child, to con- 
clude, that Vertue is not the beft 
recommendarion in his Opinion, 
whatever he ſometimes W 5 
affert, hen he is 13 e 
Rhetorick 2 
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Relig 7; 15 
as diftin s, the ter | 
which, as it always has had, al- 


wa 5 will have the preferehice.” BY 
The fame Conſe 77 70 With 
this muſt needs, in like! 
follow, where "Parents whoſe 
Practices have uſually the 'great- 
eſt” Authority with their 'Chil- 
dren) do in this manner hag br 
their 
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Gain er le Zeal for their 


pinions, by them. call'd Ortho- 
gy And ſuch, no leſs effectu- 


ally Y, teach the ſeparating of Re- 


0 from Vertue, than thoſe 


om they, perhaps, greatl 
condemn. oo making RY 45 


ſtinction in Terms; tho? ĩt is true, 


that That ſort of Men who do 
uſe this diſtinction in their Diſ- 


- courſes, do ſeldom fail of practi- 


n accordi ly: None havin 
Aan a pre np fiery Zeal ane 
ſuch eople ha ve for their Ortho- 

Ox, or, what is calld by them, 
ſound Doctrine; and the only dif- 
ference 185 that theſe Men are 

rein more conſiſtent withthem- 
3 than the former, ſince their 
Words and their Actions cor- 
reſpond. 


Nor leſs. conſentanecus to 
their Opinions are they, in not 
taking much Pains to inculcate 
into their Children (as 7 9 not 


often do) the Principles and ear- 
* Habits of Vertue: For if 
Velkde 


8 
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Vertue,or Morality, is ſo far from 
being any way that which ſhall. 
intitle Men to Salvation, that it 
is not ſo much as a means, or good 
prediſpoſition to what ſhall do ſo, ³ 
(God oftentimes to.ſhew his Fre if 
Grace preferring the greateſt S | 
ners to the moſt Moral Reaſons 
which is what theſe Peoples 
Teachers frequently tell them; as 
there appears indeed but little 
Reaſon why they ſhould. be ver- 
ruons, ſo there cannot be an 
more why they ſhould indeavour 
ro make others ſo. Thoſe of theſe 
Sentiments are yet 'generally(tho? 
not methinks alike conformable 
to their Doctrines) very Solici- 
tous for what they call Religious 
. Education. But how little this, 
will ſupply the defect of early 
0 Principles, and Habits of Vertue, 
t will be viſible when we reflect 
0 upon what that, which they e- 
t ſteem to be Religious Education 
does conſiſt in; for commonly it 
fis only in Teaching Children 
. 5 ſome 
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they conceive them to be; in the 
— part, unintelligible to 
t 


eir Learners, or unint ructive 
of their Igaorance; and in accuſ- 
oming them to hear many Ser- 


wons; Which do as little" infor” 
ll them; and wherein Morality is 


too often repreſented as, no ways, 
available to Salvation: and; What 
is ſtill worſe, even (fametimes) 
as that which ſhalt rank Men a- 
mong the hateful to, and accurſ- 
n 
The reading of the Bible is, I 
preſume {at the leaſt) as much 
practic'd by thoſe as by the gene- 
rality of any other Perſwaſion; 
but they ſtudy no more than o- 
thers do to underſtand it; and 
(on the contrary )are rather with 
greater tenaciouſneſs ſo pofſeſs*d 
by the Sentiments and Opinions 
of their Teachers, as to be almoſt 
uncapable of conſulting the word 
of God without prejudice; or 
obſerving apy thing therein that 
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1 
is cohtrary to the Doctrine of 


their Sect: that Analogy ef Faith 


by which they are ſure the Scrip- 


tures ought always to be inter- 
preted; the obtcurelſt parts where- 
of their Teachers inſiſt the moſt 
upon; whence the Ignoranteſt Per- 
ſons of theſe as well as the more 
knowing, are uſually far leſs con- 
verſant in the plain Doctrines af 
Jeſus Chriſt, than in St. Paws 
difficult Epiſtles ; which, as here- 


tofore, many who are unlearn d mreſi 


to their own Deſtruttion, tho? their 
needs, I think, no skill but that 


of Attention to what the Apoſtle 


is ſpeaking of, to ſee that he 
teaches none of thoſe Doctrines 
which many are taught to be- 
lie ve he delivers to the prejudice 
of Morality, or good Works z 
but quite the contrarx. 

Now what help can ſuch In- 
ſtruction as this give to the ſub: 
duing the corrupt Affections, and 
the bridling betimes the inordi- 
nate Deſires and Appetites of 
981 | Humane 


<6 


— 
ol 
4 
F 
: 
7 
of | 
f 
- 
, 
, 
4 1 
4 
1 
. 
ö 
4 n 
fl 


: 
N. 
#3 
1 
1 

11 
1 
. 
1 

2 t 
* 
i 

| 


*«. 


(:136)) 


Humane Nature, whereby Men 


are inabled to live like rational 


Creatures, and to acquit them 
felves well in all the Relations 


they ſhall be hereafter plac'd in 
the World? When it does not fo 
much as perſwade them, or even 


allow them to think that theſe 


are the things by which they ſhall 
be judg'd at the Laſt Day; but 


ſubſtitutes in the place hereof 


roundleſs Conceits, and a pre- 
umptious, Faith, which ſo far 
teaches them to neglect Obedi- 
ence as that if they purſu'd the 


juſt conſequence of their own 


Doctrine (a thing few People do) 
they would have no Morality at 
all: And how rarely ſoever theſe 
conſequences are follow'd ſo far 


as they would lead Men, yet 


that they are too much ſo, is 
viſible in that little concern which 
ſuch People take (as has been 
now obſerv'd) in training up 
their Children betimes in the 
knowledge and practice of Ver- 

1 tue ; 
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tue; ſo neceffary to the making 
them hereafter Vertuous, that 

rarely are any found eminently 
to be ſo, where this means has 
been negleQed ; even many who 
are always very ſincere in the 
Profeſſion of Religion, having 
(thro* the want of this early care 
taken of them) their Paſſions ne- 
ver ſubjected to their Reaſon; 
which renders them all their 
Lives long uneaſie to themſelves, 
and others: Whereby alſo the ve- 
ry profeſſion of Religion is diſ- 
honour'd, and evil ſpoken of. 
Ia the Church of England, 
(whatever her Articles may be 
thought to teach) there are not 
many now who hold theſe Opi- 
nions; and ſuch as do not ſo, 
rightly looking upon Vertue as 
the great perfection of Huma ne 
Nature, and the End which Chri- 
ſtianity is intended to promote, 
do Oy (if they are ſeri- Wi 
ous in their Religion) inſtrudt us 
their Children much better than- l 


thoſe 
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thoſe abovementioned are wont 
to do theirs; at leaſt, they de · 
ſign it: For it is true that the 
performance does oſten fall ſhort; 
becauſe, (as has been ſaid) their 
Actions correſpond not with their 
Inſtructions; and alſo from hence 
That Zeal for Morality makes 
ſome, in recommending thereof, 
too forgetful of that Doctrine of 


ment of Morality, is loſt. And 


when any Who are profeſs d 
Teachers of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion do this, ſuch Men do fre- 
Apprehenſions concerning it, thoſe 


whom they would convince of 


miſtaking the deſign of the Goſ- 
pel; ſince Faith is ſo evidently 
therein the Doctrine of Salvation, 
that The eh r 
| arg got altogether without Rea- 
fd , either — 
| Hh or elſe of not being 
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Faith, without which, as works 
a vail not, ſo alſo, the greateſt 
encouragement to, and inforce- 


quently confirm in their wrong 


(259) 
incarheſt Chriſtians, but conceabd 
Deiſts, and Betta yers of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Alt ho the Truth 
herein for the moſt part is, that 
one Error unhappily produces a- 
nother, and tlie partial regard of 
ſome to the Doctrine of Faith 
(which yet they mifrepreſent) 
as if the whole buſineſs of our 
Salvation conſiſted in That, has 
been an occaſion to other Men 
of as partially eſpouſing the Do- 
Trine of Good Works; whilſt 
in their heat againſt what is con- 
trary to Truth in reſpett thereof, 
_ eſtabliſh not ſufficiently that 
Ijuſtifying Faith of the Goſpel, 
by which alone Men ſhall obtain 
Eternal Life, and not by their 
Works: the beſt Men's Obedi- 
ence having (as has been already 
5 I oblerv'd) imperfection in it; from 
„ | whence all are neceſſarily con- 
demn'd by the Rigour of the 
Law, and muſt accordingly be 
found Guilty, by him, Who is of 
Purer Eyes than to behold „ 5 ) 
N | a 
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had not God, in Mercy to Man- 
k ind, been pleas'd to eſtabliſh x 
New Covenant of Grace in com- 
pliance with the Terms whereof, 
viz, Faith in his Son, they may 
obtain Eternal Life. A Doctrine 
(as has been ſeen) the moſt high- 
ly conducing that is poſſible to 
the making Men labour after tlie 
perfecteſt Obedience. The Ex- 
alters of Faith therefore in oppo- 
ſition to Good Works do not more 
undermine Morality, than the Ad- 
vancers of the Doctrine of Good 
Works to the Excluſion of Free 
Grace, do undermine ReveaPd, 
and in conſequence thereof, Na- 
tural Religion alſo. The which 
two ſort of Men divide, if one 
may ſo ſay, a good Chriſtian be- 
twixt them ; the latter whereof 
take the Soul and Spirit of Chri- 
ſtianity, but cannot be acquitted 
of neglecting what is not . leſs 
eſſential in the Doctrine of our 
Salvation; and that not only be- 
cauſe what God has joyn'd Man 

| can- 
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cannot disjoyn; but alſo becauſe 
it is an Eternal Verity, that ſuch 
Creatures as we are, cannot con- 
ſiſtently with the Attributes of 
God, any other way than that 
of Juſtification by Faith, be in- 
titled to Eternal Life. For the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel is not 
a meerly Arbitrary thing; but is 
the reſult of Infinite Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, for the Salvation of 
Men. And if the Beauty and 
| Harmony of its Divine Contri- 
| vance is not to all Men evident, 
it is becauſe they ſearch not for 
the Chriſtian Religion purely, as 
it is deliver'd in the Scriptures, 
but take it up together with the 
mixtures of Humane inventions, 
and conceits; wherein Additions 
and Subſtractions have been made 
to the Truth of God, at Mens 
Pleaſure: Whoſe ſeveral Syſtems 
and Notions, whilſt every one 
yet indeavours to ſupport by 
Scripture Authority, many be- 
come thereby diſcourag'd from 
e | the 
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the ſtudy of thoſe Holy Oracles, 
as being perfwaded from hence 
that the Bible is (at beſt) a Book 
too difficult to be underſtood by 
them; if not truly, a Rhapſodie 
of contradictions, that may be 
brouglit alike to aſſert any thing 
that ſhall come into Men's Fan- 
cies to prove from thence. 
What then ſhould thoſe who 
would cure, or prevent all Mi- 
ſtakes prejudicial to the right un- 
derſtanding the Chriſtian Religi- 
on ſo carefully do, as to perſwade 
and ingage People diligently and 
with unprejudic'd Minds to ſtudy 
the Scriptures; and not {as is 
uſual) to embrace Opinions con- 
cerning Religion firit, and then 
conſult the Scriptures only to 
fortifie from thence their precon- 
ceiv'd Sentiments? for doing thus 
they do in effect, but rely blindly 
upon the Teachings of Mͤen, and 
ſuch Men too (as God knows 
have themſelves (ſor the moſt 
part) as blindly followed — 
S WI 
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are better pleas'd with curious 


C 
whilſt here and 2 ſome few 
(as having more refin'd Wits, and 
diſdaining ſuch Shackles' as the 

geber like to wear, yet not 
foving the Truth in the Simpli- 
city thereof) have ſought to im- 
prove and 2 it by their Phi- 
loſophical Conceits, and Noti- 
ons; a Thing no leſs dangerous 
than the Former. For to ſuch as 


Speculations, than plain and ob- 
vious Verities, it is very apt to 
happen that a Favourite Hypo- 
theſis, or Opinion, ſhall run quite 
away with their Reaſon and 
Judgment: which when it does, 
the Scriptures are ſure to be in- 
terpreted with conformity to that 
as if it were an Eternal, and Un- 
queſtionable Principle of Truth. 
And thus too often is it ſeen that 
the Sacred Doctrines of Divine 
Revelation are ſubmitted to be 
try'd by Philoſophical Fancies, as 
a Criterion of their Truth; which 
is truly a more direct difſervice 
to 


7 
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to Chriſtianity than the above- 


mentioned implicite Faith, ſince 


this evidently expoſes even the 


Divine Authority of the Chriſtian 
Religion to be queſtion'd. For 
when any, eſpecially if ſuch whoſe 
profeſſion it is to be Teachers of 


this Religion, ſhall either argue 


againſt the plain Senſe of what 
is deliver'd in the Scriptures, meer- 
ly becauſe it is not reconcileable 
to their preconceiv'd Sentiments: 
or to thoſe of their Admir'd Maſ- 
ters of Reaſon; or elſe ſhall inſiſt 
upon ſome of their on or theſe 
Mens Theorems as neceſſary to 
be believ'd in confirmation of any 
thing taught by our Saviour, or 
his Apoſtles; what can the Na- 
tural effect of this be, but to make 
ſuch as have not the leiſure, or 
inclination to examine the Truth 
of this Revelation, Sceptical in 
regard thereof; by perſwading 
them that thoſe themſelves who 
are rational Men amongſt the 
very Teachers of the . 
* eli- 
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and fully convinc'd of its Divine 
Authority; ſince if they were, 
they would certainly ſubmit 
their Opinions to be try'd by the 
Soriptures, and not warp che 
Scriptufes'to a compliance with 
their Opinions; or think the Do- 
crines contain'd in them needed 
any other confirmation to ſupport 
them. And whereſore muſt it 
be thought that ſuch Men, as 
ftheſe, are not convinced of the 
t i divine Revelation of the Chriſti- 
ce an Religion, but from hence, that 
o they (who will be preſum'd to 
have examin'd this matter the 
beſt of any Men) do find indeed 
ſome fla w or juſt cauſe of doubt 
in the evidence thereof? From 
whence it is that they prefer their 
Natural Rea ſon as a ſurer Teach- 
er than that Revelation; hows: 


highly of it. And as Men of this 
Philoſophical Genius have uſu- 
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Religion, are not very clearly 


ever on ſome occaſions they fpeale 


ally more Vertue than thoſe: Who? 


ning) 8 
hbod wind follow / their Leaders; 
or than ſuch ho look upon Ver- 
tue as no part of Religion; there 
will, on this account, as alſo ſor 
the Reputation of their uncom- 
mon Science, be probably à di- 
ſtinguiſhing eſteem had 6f ſuch: | 
Whence the apparent want of iſ | 
deference in thefe Men to the 
Soriptures (liable to be look d up- 
on as ſome degree of Scepticiſm) 5 
is of dangerous Example; which t. 
is obvioully manifeſt in that di- . 
rett tendency this has to ſatisfie I p. 
thoſe in their infidelity, Who can - ri 
not, or will not, find leiſure to ny 
examine for | themſelves the 1. 
Truths of Religion. But there 
is alſo a farther ill influence which 
parent want of deference. to 
Scripture Authority in thoſe who 
pretend to believe (and, much 
more, to teach the Goſpel) has : 
And that is to the countenance- 
ing too much that Multitude who 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, 
do in their Practical that * = 
bel! e theſe 


* aw 


eh 13 
cheſs. Men do it Ws eculatife 
gase c viz, make the dictates 
the Goſpel their Fr Te ſo fa 1 
only, as they are vonch'd Flexi 
ARRAY their Rea 
fected, as it is, y Clifton?) 4 
or Worldly Anterelt; Which is 
done by very many Who would 
be offended to have their belief 
of the Scriptures Queſtion'd. But 
however they profeſs to own 
them, none who act thus can be 
rationally thought to be ſincerely 
e || perſwaded of their divine Autho- 
- I rity, altho' it is poſſible that ma- 
o ny fuch Men may have no intire 
* debeler inf ither ; it be- 
re ing barely not aſſenting, which i Is 
ch the N dale Effekt of Iggorance 
in thoſe wo have good Senſe e- 
nough to fee that it is irratiohal, 
ro be confidently aſſur d of what 
they have not ſufficient Reaſon 
to be ſo aſſur'd of. 
Now this want of x firm Alt 
to the Divine Authority of the 
Scriptures in ſuch as yet profes 


HS to 


r 


to own them for the word of God, 
is unqueſtionably evident when 
ſuch 4 05 acquieſce not in the 
Precepts of the Goſpel,as the Rule 
of their Actions, any farther than 6 
they find. thoſe Precepts to be t 
Authoriz'd by the Teſtimony of 
their Reaſon : Of which manner 
of acting many very common ex- 
amples-may be eafily brought. 
It is true that how much ſo- 


71 b 


ever a Man is perſwaded of the 
n of any Rule, a ſtrong 
Pa ſſion, or Apparent Intereſt may 
vet ſed uce him from the Obedi- 
ence due to its preſcriptions ; but 
ſuch a Tranſgreſſion being ac- 
companied with Regret, or fol- 
lowed with Repentance,the Rule 
is ſtill as much. acknowledg'd as 
if it were obey d; and none, on 
the ſcore of a, contrary practice, 
are chargeable with a disbelief 
thereof, but ſuch Who do, on a 
deliberate Choice and without 
Remorſe, tranſgreſs againſt it; 
Which many Profeſſing 9 a 

n i- 
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W 
Chriſtians not only themſelves. 
do, but even teach their Chil- 
dren the like: in which latter 
caſe it cannot be ſuppogd that 
they are miſled by the ſtrength 
of any prevailing Paſſion 
That we ſhould forgive our 
Enemies and be patient under in- 
juries (for inſtance) are, as plain- 
ly as words can make them ſo, 
commanded in the Scriptures; 
yet how many are there profeſ- 
{ing to believe that the Scriptures 
are the Word of God,” who, as if 
no ſuch Commands as theſe were 
deliver'd by Chriſt, or his Diſci- 
ples, do both Practice and Teach, 
the not putting up Affronts un- 
reveng'd ; andi this only becauſe 
the Faſhion of the Country has 
eſtabliſh'd it, that a Gentleman 
cannot do ſo with Honour? A 
Term which herein ſignifies no- 
thing, but agreeably to certain 
meaſures of acting that Men ha ve 
Arbitrarily made for themſelves, 
1nd which are not founded upon 
"L160 H 3 any 


auy Prinęiple 0 


may be thought that Men are 


l eaſt certain, That this * 
e 


fully perſwaded that it was a 


* 
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riglit Rea ſon; 
however to be obey dit ſeems, by 
a Gentleman preferably to the 
Commands of Chriſt. If there 
axe Caſes wherein from want of 
a due proviſion in Governments 
againſt ſome ſort of Injuries it 


excuſable iu aſſerting their own 
Cauſe, vet. thus | much is at the 


of Forgiveneſs could not 

tranſgreſs'd againſt, as it very 
frequently is, by Men profeſſing 
to believe the Authority of the 
Scriptures, if ſuch were indeed 


divine Command which prohibi- 
ted-the,avenging; of our ſelves. 
But others there are (contrary 
to theſe Men) who would find 
it altogether condemnable for a 
Man to hazard his own, and 
anothers Life in a Duel, or Ren- 
counter (thoꝭ causꝰd by the Tranſ- 
port of ever ſo juſt a provocation) 
WhO would - fee no Evil in his 


miſ 


4 
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r 
miſpending of his Time", .conſu- 
ming Day after Day, and Year: 
after Year, uſeleſly to himfelf, or 
others, in a | courſe” of continual 
Idlenefs and Sauntring; as if 
he was made only to Eat and to 
Drink, or to gratifie his Senſes. 
And how few Parents are there 
of Quality, even among ſuch as 
are eſteem'd the moſt vertuous, 


or as is requiſite or uſetul to the 
diſcharging well their preſent, or 


future Duties? = 


4 


Some formal Devotions are 
(perhaps) neceffary to ſome f 
cron: H 4 Theſe WM 


(na 
Theſe, to preſerve them even 
in tlleir own good eſteem; and 
they that can regularly find 
half an Hour, or an Hour in a 
Day to employ in private upon 
this, and in reading ſome pious 
Book, together with, it may be, 
a certain Number of Chapters in 
the Bible, need nothing more to 
make them be cry d up for igreat 
examples to the Age they live 
in; as if all this while there were 
no Precepts for theſe People in 


[ll | rhe: Goſpel, concerning the im- 
1 MENT: of their Time, and. 
alents, as things whereof they 
mut one Day be accountable. 
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nence and Folly, they have hut 
labour'd much in their Calling. 
Another Inſtance how little. 
many, who profeſs to believe the. 
Scriptures, do apparently look 
upon them as the Rule of their 
Actions, we have in regard of 
the Precept not to Covet; Which is 
as much forbidden by the Law. 
of God as not to Steal, or Cozen 
a Man of what is his property : 
And yet the ſame Parents who. 
have bred their Children in ſuch 
a Senſe of the Enormity of cheſe, 
laſt Vices, as that they oftentimes: 
ſeem to them like things. that 
they are Naturally uncapable of, 
are ſo far from teaching them 
to reſtrain their Exorbitant De- 
fires, that very oft they them 
ſelves with care inſpire theſe into 
them: Whence it is ſufficiently . 

clear that the difference made 
between Stealing and Cheating, 
or Coveting (alike forbidden by 
the Law of God) is from hence, 
That Ambition is thought a 

1 4 1 BER Paſſion 


| RK | By ; 


Man. 
needs refer to ſome other Rule 


bock Sexes, yet a Tranſgreſſion 


| againſt thi Puty in a Maid fhall 


54 * 
Paſſion * fome Ranks of 
Men, but Cheating or Stealing 
not Vices proper for a Gentle- 
-& diſtinction that muſt 


than that of the Goſpel; which 


therefore is not That which, as a 
Divine Law, does preſcribe to 


ſuch Men the Meaſures of their 


. Actions. 


Tobring b but one Anne more 
of the Com̃mands of Chriſt being 
comply d with but fo far only, as 
- do comply with fome other 

preferꝰd thereto b ſuch as 

ye pretend to be Chriſtians ; 
a buſtity —anfaihe hy is, accord- 
to the Goſpel, a Duty to 


3 den with the aggrava- 

lon of Wr g another Man, 
NY polio 1 5 S Family 
_— 15 ordinarily talk'd as 
yp as if it was but a 
Percahnie im a Young Man, al- 
thoꝰ à far leſs. Eci Offence 


in 


W 77 


in the Opinion of the ſame Er- 


ſons brand her with erpetual 


Infamy : The neareſt Relations 


oftentimes are hardly brought to 


look upon her after ſuch a diſho- 
nour done by her to their Fami- 
ly ; whilſt the Fault of her more 


guilty Brother finds but a very 


moderate reproof from them; 


* 


and in a little while, 


comes the Subject of their Marg 
and Raillery. And why ſtill ĩs this 
wrong plac'd Mia en made, 
but becauſe there are meaſures of 


living efabliſh'd by Men bes. 
ſelves according to a conformity, Wi 


or diſconformity with which, and 
not with tlie Precepts of =. 
Chriſt, their Actions are meaſur d, 
& judg'd of? A thing which would 
be unaccountable if Men were in- 
deed heartilyperſwaded of the Di- 
vine Revelation of our Saviours 
Doctrine; and did not profeſs. to 
believe this but becauſe it is the 
Faſhion of their Country. ſo to 
do; and that their Parents have 

long 


may be, be- 


( 156) 
done ſo gelore them ; or,at moſt, 
that poſſibly they may have re- 
ceiv*d from their Eductiion ſome 
impreſſions which will not per- 
hs them to reje& the Chriſtian 
18 any ore than firmly 
of r e their Aſſent to the Truth 
— 
That Men who have any Ver- 
re, or Sobriety, and who are 
not SCA deſtitute of good 
Senſe e, can ſuffer in themſelves 
ch an' uncertainty about what 
is of ſo great moment to them as 
the Truths of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, is indeed ſtrange ; but as the 
ighteſt Arguments againſt any 
Truth have ſome weight to tho 
who know / not the Evidence of 
that Truth, ſo alſo ſuch as have 
never been accuſtom'd, whilſt 
Young, to exerciſe themſelves i in 
any Rational Inquiry, do uſually 
in a more advanc'd Age look up- 
on the eaſieſt Labour of this 
kind as painful: And thence (for 
'the moſt part) do either lazily 
think 
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think it. beſt to acquieſce, as well 
as they. can, in ſuch Mens Senti- 
ments as they have imagin'd the 
beſt to underſtand this matter; 
or elſe. are readily inclin'd from 
the diſagreement,and contrariety 
of Peoples thoughts about it, to 
take a Reſolution of not troubling 
| themſelves at all concerning it ; 
as being a thing wherein there is 
no certainty to be found, and 
probably therefore but little 
t Truth: An Opinion which the 
s too commonly avow'd Scepti- 
ciſm of the Age helps much to 
confirm unthinking People in; 
and that the more, becauſe to 
doubt of what the moſt believe 
(tho' few have any other Reaſon 
for ſo doubting but that others 
do not doubt) has very much 
prevail'd in our Days to intitle 
Men to the Reputation of more 
than ordinary Wit and Sagacity. 
But the Scepticiſm among us 
has truly been ſo far from being 
the effect of uncommon Light, 
1 and 


4 11 4 
u 


"7 8 
* » 8 


and Knowledge; as that it has 
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been, and is much owing to the 
preceding ſaſhionableneſs of a 
very general Ignorance, both in 
regard of Religion, and alſo of 
other uſeful Sciences; tor Men's 
not knowing how profitably, and 
with pleaſure to employ their 
Time, is apparently one great 
cauſe of their  Debauchery ; and 
ſo long as the Conſciouſneſs and 
Shame of not acting like rational 
Creatures is not extinguiſh'd in 


them, the uneaſineſs of that re- 
morſe puts them Naturally upon 


ſeeking] out Principles to juſtifie 
their Conduct upon; few Men 
being able to indure the conſtant 
Reproaches of their own Reaſon: 
Whence if they do not conform 


their Actions to the diQtates of 
that, they will Naturally indea- 


vour to warp their Reaſon to a 
compliance with their practices: 


A reconcilement one way, or 
other, between theſe, being ne-- 
ceſſary to the making Men, that 


Are 
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are not very profligate indeed, in 


good conceit, or even at Peace 
with themſelves... 

By that want of Knowledge 
which JI have ventur'd to ſay is 
faſhiona ble, I underſtand not only 
ignorance among Men, Who have 
leiſure for it, of Arts and Sci- 
ences in general; but alſo, and 
eſpecially the want of ſuch par- 
ticular Knowledge as is requiſite 
| to every one for the well diſchar- 
ging either their Common or pe- 
| culiar Buſineſs and Duty ; where- 
in Religion is neceſſarily includ- 
ed, as being the Duty of all Per- 
- ſons to undferſtand, of whatever 
| Sex, Condition, or Calling they 
are of. Now to affirm that the 
. greater part of People are igno- 
rant concerning that which is not 
f only their Duty to know, but 


which alſo many are fo ſenfible 


a I they ought to know, as that they 
pretend to underſtand it enough 
to be either zealous about, or elſe 
to contemn it; and to aſſert like- 

| | wile 
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wiſe that they want the know- 


— 


longing to them, in their particu- 
lar Station, to underſtand; are 
ſuch Charges as ought not to be 
alledg'd, if they are not ſo evi- 
dently true, as that we cannot o- 
pen our Eyes without ſeeing them 
to be ſo. | 

In reſpe@ of Religion, it is, I 
think, univerſally allow'd to be 
true of the common People of all 
ſorts (tho? ſurely not without 
Matter of Reproach to ſome, or 
other, whoſe Care their better 
Inſtruction ought to be) that they 
are very ignorant. But we will 
conſider here only ſuch ſuperior 
Ranks of Perſons, in reference 
to whom what has already been 
faid, has been ſpoken: And to 
begin with the Female Sex, who 
certainly ought to be Chriſtians ; 
how many of theſe, compara- 
tively, may it be preſum d that 
there are, from the meaneſt Gen- 


tlewoman to rhe greateſt La» 
| dies, 


ledge of what is peculiarly be- 
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dies, that can give any ſuch ac- 
count of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as would inform an inquiſitive 
Stranger what it conſiſted in; and 1 
what are the grounds of believ-" Wl 
ing it? Such Women as under- 1 
tand ſomething of the diſtin- 
/guiſhing Opinions of that De- 
nomination they have been bred 
up in, are commonly thought 
highly intelligent in Religion; 
but I think there are but very 


. few, even of this little number, 
" | whocouldwell inform a rational 
Heathen concerniag Chriſtiani- 
ty itſelf: Which is an Ignorance 
1 inexcuſable in them, tho?, per- 
Wl haps, it is very often the effect 

0 only of the want of other uſeful 


Knowledge, for the not having 
whereof, Women are much more 
to be pitty'd than blam'd. 
3 The improvements of Reaſon, - 
a EW however requiſite. to Ladies for 
their Accompliſhment, as ratio- i 
1- nal Creatures; and however Wl 
a” needful to them for the well E- 
ducating 


= 


(162) 
ducating of their Children, and to 
their being uſeful in their Fami- 
lies, yet are rarely any recom- 
mendation of them to Men; 
who fooliſhly thinking, that Mo- 
ney will anfwer to all things, do, 
for the molt part, regard noth- 
ing elſe in the Woman rhey would 
Marry: And not often finding 
what they do not look for, it 
would be no wonder if their Off. 
ſpring ſhould inherit no more 
Senſe: than themſelves. But be 
Nature ever ſo kind to them in 
this reſpect, yet through want of 
cultivating the Tallents ſhe be- 
ſtows upon thoſe of the Female 
Sex, her Bounty is uſually loſt 
upon them; and Girls, betwint 
ſilly Fathers and ignorant Mo- 
thers, are generally ſo brought 
up, that traditionary Opinions re 
5 them, all char Hives long, in- 
ſtead of Reaſon. I hey are, per- 
haps; - ſometimes told in regard 
of what Religion exatts, - Fhat 
_ ven Believe and n 
an 
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and ſuch things, becauſe the 
Word of God requires it; but 


they are not put upon ſearching; 


the Scriptures or themſelves, to 
ſee whether, or no, theſe things 
are ſo; and they ſo little know 
why they ſhould look upon the 
Scriptures to be the Word of 
God, that but too often they are 
calily perſwaded out of the Reve- 
rence due to them as being fo : 
And (if they happen to meet with 


r * 


ſuch bad examples) are not ſel- 
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their Education; and, in conſe- 


# 2 


6 | 
gion at all. Whilſt others (natu- 
t rally more diſpos'd to be Religi- 
- | ous) are either (as divers in the 
it Apoſtles Days were) carryd ama 
re %% every wind of Doctrine, ever 


hs | A 

-4 Superſtitious, Uſeleſs Creatures; 
at Jor elſe, if more tenacious in their 
h Natures, blindly and conceited- 
1d x 
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dom brought from thence, even 
to ſcoff at the Documents of 


quence thereof, to have no Reli- 


* 
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learning and. never coming to the 


«&nowledpe of the Truth; Weak, 


ly 


— 


| 4%... > 
ly: weded to the Principles and 
Opinions of their Spiritual Guides; | 
who having the direction of their | 
Conſciences, rarely fail to have 
that alſo of their Affairs and For- 
tunes. A Wife of which ſort ! 
proves, very often, no ſmall un- ! 
happineſs to the Family where | 
ſhe: comes; for this kind of ig- [ 
t 
t 
t 


norant Perfons are, of all others, 
the moiſt Arrogant; and when 
they are once intitFd to Saintſhip 
for their blind Zeal, as nothing B 
is more- troubleſome! than they n 


in finding fault with; and cen-ſe 
ſuring eyery one thatdiffers from w 
them, ſo to their Admirers (who u. 
lead them as they pleaſe) the gi 
think they can never pay enoug ce 
for that Incence;which is offer d v 
them: The deareſt Intereſts of as 
Humane Life being, oftentimes, m. 
thus ſacrific'd to a vain Image of ſw 
Piety; whilſt. makers of long Pray- an 
ers ha ve devour d Widows Houſes, | W 


But 
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But what ischere 1 
that Ladies ſhould ſo well under- 
ſtand their Religion, as to be a- 
ble to [anſwer both to ſuch uh 
oppoſe, and to ſuch h miſre· 
preſent; it; this may ſeem, per- 
haps, to require that they ſhould 
have the Science of Doctors, and 
be well skill'd in Theological Diſ- 
putes and Controverſies; than 
the Study of which I ſuppoſe 
there could ſcarce be found for 
them a more u Employment. 
But whether ſuch Patrons of Ig- 
norance as know nothing them- 
ſelves which they ought to know, 
will call it Learning, or not, to 
underſtand the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the grounds of re- 
ceiving it; it is evident that they 
who think ſo much knowledge, 
as that, to be needleſs for a Wo- 


man, muſt either not be per- 


ſwaded of the Truth of Chriſti- 


anity;; or elſe muſt believe that 
Women are not concern'd to: be 


Chriſtians. For if Chriſtianity 
| be 


tlian neceſſary Knowledge to a 
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F à Religion from God; ànd 
omen have Souls to be ſa v'd as 

well: as Men; to know what this 

Religion conſiſts in, and to un- 

denſfand the grounds on which it 

is to he receiv d, can be nd more 


Woman, as well as to a Man: 


Which neceffary Knowledge is 


ſufficient to inable any one fo far 
to anſwer to the Oppoſers or Cor- 
rupters of Chriſtianity, as to fe- 
cure them fronpthe danger of he- 
ing imposd upon by ſuch Mens 
Argumentations; which is all 
that I have thought requiſite- for 
a Lady; and not that the ſhould 
be prepar'd to challenge * 
Adverſary to'Truth; . 

Now that thus much know- 
ledge requires neither Learned 
Education, or great Study, to 
the attaining of it, appears in that 
the firſt Chriſtians were mean 
and illiterate People; to which 
part of Mankind the Goſpel may 
rather be A to have had a 
more 
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more eſpecial regard than that 


they are any way excluded from 
the Benefits thereof by 1ncapacity 


in them to receive it. In the 


Apaſtles Days there were not m- 
n Wiſe: mbo were rad; and he 
tells us that after that the World by 
Wiſdom knei not God it pleaſeu 
God by the foaliſbneſe of | Preaching 
to {ave alem that believe; and tho? 
ta the perfelt the fame Apoſtle 
ſays, he did Preach Wiſdom , yet 
it was the ſimplicity and pla in- 
neſs of the Chriſtian Religion 
that made it to the Jems a ſtumb. 
ling block, and to the Greeks Fool: 
iſbneſs. From whence, we fee 
_ all Theorems roo b 
or Mulgar Apprehenſions, hi 
Chriſtianity is believ*d to Teach, 
however Divine Truths, are yet 
no part of the Doctrine of Salva - 
tion. There is not thereſore this 
pretence to i ſe upon any one 
the belief Aland ang <vhich 
they do not find.to be reveaPd in 
Scripture; che doing of Which, 


has 


* 


(ner) = 
has not only caus'd deplorable 
diſſentions among Chriſtians, 
but alſo been an occaſion to mul- 
tirudes of well meaning People 
of having fo conſusdand unſatis- 
factory conceptions and appre- 
henſions concerning the Chriſti- 
an Religion as tho perhaps not 
abſolutely, or immediately pre- 
Judicial: to their Salvation, 78 
are ſo to their ſeeing clearly that 
Chriſtianity'is a rational Religi- 
on; without which few will 
very ſecure from the infection of 
Scepticiſm, or Infidelity, where 
thoſe are become faſhionable, and 
prevailing. A danger to which 4 
many Women are no leſs exposd W li 
than Men, and oftentimes, more d 
ſo. Whenceè it is but needful that MW it 
they ſhould ſo well underſtand W© tl 
their Religion as to he Chriſtians MW oz 
upon the Convictions of their 
Reaſon; which is indeed no more ne 
than one would think it became kr 
every Chriſtian, as à rational 
Creature, to be; were this not 
re qui. 
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(169). 
requiſite in regard of Scepticiſm, 
and Infidelity, as to ſome it is 
not; there being, no doubt, ma- 
ny a Country Gentlewoman who 
has never in her Life heard Que- 


ſtion'd,''or- once imagin'd that 


any one in their Wits could Que- 
ſtion the Articles of her Faith; 
which yet ſhe her ſelf knows not 
why ſhe believes. 5 

rom the too Notorious Truth 
of what has been ſaid in reference 
tothe little that Women know con- 
cerningReligion, it muſt be grant- 
ed that the generality of them 
are ſhamefully Ignorant herein. 
As for other Science, it is be- 
liev'd ſo improper for, and is in- 
deed ſo little allow'd them, that 
it is not to be expected from 
them : but the cauſe of this is 
only the Ignorance of Men. 

he Age, we live in, has been, 
not undeſervedly, eſteem'd a 
knowing one : But to the Learn - 
ed Clergy much has been owing 
for its having obtain d that Cha- 

1 racter; 
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racer ;-and tho fome fev Gen- 


| adyancers. of Learning amongſt 
us; yet they are very rare who 
apply themſelves to any Science 
that is cur ius: And as for, ſuch 


JING for Men of Families, and 
proper buſineſs of, thir Station; 
it may, I think, be {aid that never 


moner complaint in every Coun- 
ty than of the want of Gentlemen 
ualified for the Service of their 
Country, vir. to be Executors 
ef the Law, and Law Makers; 
both of which it belonging to 


to that Conſtitution Which they 


neceſſary to their well diſcharge- 
ing theſe Truſts: Nor will this 
Knowledge be ſufficiently Ser- 


—— 2 — — — — 


tlemen have been the grea teſt 


kgowledge as is no leſs than re- 


was this more geglected than at 
preſent; ſince there is not a n- 


this Rank of Engliſh Men to be, 
ſome inſight into the La Which 
they are to ſee Executed, and in- 


are to ſupport, cannot but be 


viceable | 


(77 ) 
viceable to the Ends herein pro- 
posd, without forme Acquaint- 
ance likewife with Hiſtory, Po- 
liticlcs, and Morals. Every one 
of theſe then are parts of Know 
ledge which an Engliſh Gentle- 
man cannot, without blame, be 
Ignorant of, as being eſſential to 
the duly Qualifying him for wha 
is his proper buſineſs; 
But her we farther look 
upon ſuch Men as having Im- 
mortal Souls that fhall be for 
ever Happy or Miſerable, as they 
comply with the Terms whi 
their Maker has proposd to 
them ; of whether we regard 
them as Proteſtants, whoſe Birth- 
right it is not blindly to Believe, 
but toExamine their Religion: Or 
conſider them only as Men whoſe 
ample Fortunes allow them lei- 
ſure for ſo important a Study, 
they are without doubt oblig'd 
o underſtand the Religion they 
roteſs. Adding this then to 
hat it is above concluded a 
| I 2 Gentle- 
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(172) 
Gentleman ought to know, let 
us examine how common ſuch 
Knowledge only is amongſt our 
Gentlemen, as we ſee, without juſt 
matter of Reproach to them, they 
cannot want : No-one, I think, 
will deny that ſo much know- 
' ledge as this is ſo little ordinary, 
as that thoſe are apparently the 
far greater number who have ne- 
ver conlider'd. ps! part hereof as 
an Acquiſition, which they ought 
to make ; and that they are but 
a few comparatively, and paſs a- 
mong us for Men extraordinary, 
who have but a competent know- 
ledge in any one of the above- 
mention'd things. | 

What is by the Obligations of ? 
their Duty exacted from them in p 
this regard, ſeems to be very lit- MW t. 
tle reflected on by them; and as u 
for other Conkiderations, which, 
as Gentlemen, might be thought 
to induce them, their Anceſtors 
care has diſtinguiſh'd them from 
their Tenants, and other infe- 

; rior 


. 
rior Neighbours, by Titles and 
Riches; and that is all the diſtin- 
ion which they deſire to have; 

| believing it, in reſpect of Know- 
| ledge, ſufficient, if they did once 
) underſtand a little Latin or Lo- 
. gick in the Univerſity ; which 
EB whoſo ſtill retains, altho' he has 
a made no uſe thereof to the real 
, improvement of his underſtand- 
ing, is 7 thought very highly 
accompliſh'd, and paſſes (in the 
Country) for Learne. 

As to Religion, by the little 
which moſt Gentlemen under - 
ſtand of that, and by the no 
ſhame which they ordinarily e- 
nough have in avowing this their 
ignorance, one cannot but ſup- 
poſe that it is pretty commonly 
thought by them a matter, the 
underſtanding whereof does not 
concern them: That the Pub- 
lick has provided others to do this 


ors W tor them: And that their part 
. herein is but to maintain {ſo far 
afe⸗ | 


I 3 as 
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_ as by their Authority they can) 


what thoſe Men aſſert. 

Thus wretchedly deſtitute of 
all that Knowledge which they 
aught to have, are (generally 
{peaking') our Engliſh Gentle- 


men: And being ſo, what won- 


dier can it be, if they like not that 
Women ſhould have Knowledge; 
for this is a quality that will give 
ſome ſort of ſuperiority even to 
thoſe who care not to have it? 
But ſuch Men as thefe would aſ- 
ſuredly find their account much 
better therein, if tenderneſs of 
that Prerogative would teach 
them a more legitimate way of 
maintaining it, than fuch a one 
as is a very great impediment or 
diſcouragement, at the leaſt, to 
others in the doing what God re- 
quires of them. For it is an un- 
deniable Truth that a Lady who 
is able but to give an account of 
her Faith, and to defend her Re- 
tigion againſt the attaques of the 
Cavilliing Wits of the Age; \o 

the 
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the vain 


calbd Learned by the Men of our 


and rational Perſons, 8 
the incuring of general diſlike, one 


OW) 
the Abuſes of the Obtruders of 
| ons: That is ca- 
pable of inltructing her Children 
n the reaſonableneſs of the Chri- 
tion Religion; and of laying in 
them the Foundations of a” ſolid 
Vertue; that a 2 ſay) no 
more knowing than 
mand, can' "hardly efca 


: being 


days; and in conſequence there- 
oy n a Subject of -Ridi- 

ule to one — rt of them, and of 
Kerne other; with but a 
few exceptions of ſome vertuous 
And is not 


of the ſtrongeſt 3 
that we can have to any thin 

If the aſſiſtance of Mothers 
be, as T have already affirm'd it 
is neceſſary to the right — 
of the Minds, and regulating of 
the Manners. of their Children,; 
Lam not in the wrong in reckon- 
aſh (as I do) that this care is in- 
di ipenlibly Mothers Duty.Now 


I 4 it 


is does de- 


(276) 
it cannot, I think, be doubted, 
but that a Mothers Concurrence 
and Care is thus neceſſary, if we 
conſider that this is a work which 
can never be too ſoon begun, it 


being rarely at all well perform'd, 


if not betimes undertaken; no- 
thing being ſo effectual to the 
making Men vertuous, as to hav 
good Habits and Principles o 
Vertue eſtabliſh'd in them before 
the Mind is tainted with any 
thing oppoſite or prejudicial here- 
unto. Thoſe therefore muſt needs 
much over-look the chief Buſi- 
neſs of Education, or have little 
conſider'd the Conſtitution of 
Humane Nature, that reckon for 
nothing the firſt eight or ten 
Years of a Boys Life; an Age 
wherein Fathers, who ſeldom 
are able to do it at any time, 
can neither charge themſelves 
with the care of their Children, 
nor be the watchful inſpectors of 
thoſe that they muſt be truſted 
to; who uſually and as. 
* 


r 


X  -, » 
bly by moſt Parents, are a ſort of 
People far- fitter to be Learners 
than Teachers of the Principles 
of Vertue and Wiſdom; the great 
Foundation of both which con- 
ſiſts in being able to govern our 
Paſſions, and ſubject our Appe- 
tites to the direction of our Rea- 
ſon : A Leſſon hardly ever well 
learat, if it be not taught us from 
our very Cradles. To do which 
requires no leſs than a Parents 
Care and Watchfulueſs; and 
therefore ought undoubtedly to 
be the Mothers buſineſs to look 
after, under whoſe Eye they are. 
An exemption from which, Qua- 
lity (even of the higheſt degree) 
cannot give; fince the Relation 


between the Mother and Child 2A 


is equal amongſt all Ranks of 
People. And it is a very prepo- 
ſterous Abuſe of Quality to make 
it a pretence for being unnatural. 
This is a Truth which perhaps 
would diſpleaſe many Ladies 
were it told them, and therefore, 


15 probably, 
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pain? it is that they fo sel- 
dom hear it: But none of them 
could be ſo much offended with 
any one for deſiring hereby to 
reſtrain them from ſome of their 
expenſive and ridiculous Diverfi- 
ons, hy an employment ſo wor- 
thy 'of Rational Creatures, and 
coming of maternal tender- 
| 5 4 as it is juſt to be with them 
| - fot neglectin their Children: A 
Fault that Women of Quality are 
every way too often guilty of, 
and are perhaps more withour 
Excuſe for, than for any other 
khat they are ordinarily taxable 
With. For tho” it is to be fear'd 
that few 117 0 Hrom the diſad- 
vant Eo OE 19 70 a 
Are rec as t Ought 
to be, 1700 take the Hefe their 
7 50 yet, ot ro be v iſling 
hat k &y "can. herein, ei- 
14 5 (te oſing, hl 1 ente of 
tos 1 e n its Lr them," or be- 
hey Tae, EXP Hu 0 
10 als bels, 4 Prid 95220 1 much 
want 
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want of the affectionate and com- 
paſſionate Tenderneſs natural to 
that Sex and Relation, that one 
would almoſt be tempted to que- 
ſtion whether ſuch Women were 
any more capable of, than wor- 
thy to be the Mothers of Rati- 
onal Creatutes, 
But natural Affection apart, 
it ſhould be eonſiderd by theſe, 
that no one is Born into the World 
to live idly; enjeying the Fruit 
and Benefit of othet Pegples La- 
bours, without contributing re- 
ciprocally ſome way or other, to 
the good of the Community an- 
ſwerably to that Station where- 
| in God (the common Father of i 
all) has plac'd them; who has e- I 
vidently intended Humane kind 
for. Society and mutual Com- 


v1 

g munion , as: Members of the 
f ſame Body, uſeful every one each 

1 to other in their reſpective places. 

4 Now in what can Women whoſe 

A Condition puts, them above all 


the, Neceſſities or Cares of a mean 
(<< +4 44 ar 


to themſe 
ploy'd in as in looking after the 
Education and Inftruftion - of 
their own Children? This ſeems 


_do any 
their, Rank, the greateſt Ladies 
amongſt us ma 


1 0 
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or wy Fortune, at once fo 


honoura Y and ſo uſefully, both 


ves and others, be em- 


indeed to be more particularl 


the Buſineſs and Duty of ſuc 


than of any others: And if ex- 


ample be neceſſary to perſwade 


them that they will not herein 
thing miſ⸗ becoming 


be aſſur'd that 
thoſe of a Condition ſuperior to 


"theirs, have heretofore been fo 
far from thinking it any abaſe- 


ment to them to charge them- 
ſelves with the inſtruction of 


their own Children, that (to 


their Immortal Honour) they 
have made it part of their Buſi- 


neſs to aſſiſt to that of other Peo- 


ples alſo , who were likely one 
day to be of conſequence to the 
Common-wealth. And could the 
bare Love of their Country in- 
3 duce, 
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(181) 
duce, among many more, the 
great Cornelia, Mother of the 
Gracchi, and Aurelia the Mother 
of Jalius Ceſar, to do this for 
the Sons of the Noble-men of 
Rome to whom they had no Re- 
lation but that of their common 


Country, and ſhall not the like | 


conſideration, or what is infint- 
tely beyond this, that of their 
Children being hereafter for ever 
happy or miſerable, accordingly 
as they live in this World, prevail 
with the Ladies of our Days, who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, to 


employ ſome of their Time and 


Pains upon their own Off- ſpring? 
The care of which (as has been 
ſaid) ſhould begin with the firſt 


Years of Childrens Lives, in cur- 


bing at the earlieſt appearance 
thereof, every their leaſt evil in- 
clination ; and accuſtoming them 
to an abſolute, conſtant, and u- 
niverſal Submiſſion and Obedi- 
ence to the Will of thoſe who 
have the diſpoſal of them: Since 


they 
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they will hardly ever after ſeſpe- 
cially in a great Fortune) be go- 
vern'd by Beit own Reaſon, who 
'are not made ſupple to that of o- 
chers, before they are able to 
judge of fit and unfit, by any o- 
ther meaſure than as it is the 
Will, or not, of ſuch whom they 
believe to have a juſt Power over 
them. As they do become capa- 
ble of examining and determin- 
ing their Actions by Reaſon, they 
ſhould n never to do any 
thing of confequence heedleſly; 
and to look upon the Dictates of 
their Reaſon as ſo inviolable a 
Rule of their Determinations, 
that no Paſſion or Appetite mult 
ever make them fwerve there- 
from. But inſtead of following 
this Method, it is commonly 
thought too ſoon to correct Chil- 
dren for any thing, till the Sea- 
ſon is paſt por hit ſort of Diſci- 
pline; which, if it come too 
late, is commonly ſo far from pro- 
ducing the good it was W 
Seu for, 


—A | 3»; 
for, that loſing the benefit of Cor- 
rection (which, if duly apply'd, 
is of infinite uſe) it turns to a 
Provocation ; and - renders ſtiff 
and incorrigible a Temper it was 
meant to fupple. Nor is it fel- 
dom that through this wrong 
tim'd Diſcipline, together with 
that remiſneſs and inequality 
wherewith Childrens Inclinati- 
ons are over-rulPd, their Parents 
Government over them ſeems to 
them not a Natural, and juſt 
right eſtabliſh'd for their benefit, 
bur à Tyrannick and'Atbritary 

Power, which accordingly they 
without Remorſe diſobey, when- 
ever they believe that they can 
do ſo with Tmpunity : And what 
is flil worſe, their evil Diſpoſi- 
tions, for the moſt part, are not 
only not timely enough reſtrain'd, 
but Children are actually taught 
to indulge to their naturally ir- 
fegular Inclinations, by -thofe 
Vicious or wretchedly ignorant 
People, who are plav'd about 
£14 | them : 


"H”, 
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them; and who almoſt univer- 
fally inſtil down-right Vice into 
them, even before they can well 
peak; as Revenge, Covetouſ- 
neſs, Pride and .Envy : Whilſt 
the ſilly Creatures who do them 
ſo unſpeakable Miſchiefs are 
ſcarce capable of being made to 
underſtand the harm that they 
do; but think Parents ill-na- 
tur'd, or that they have fancies 
fit only to be ſmil'd at, who will 
deny their Child a thing for no 
other reaſon, it may be, but be- 
cauſe he has deſir'd it: And who 
before he is truſted to go alone 
will check his Reſentment, Im- 
patience, Avarice, or Vanity, 
Which they think becomes him 
ſo prettily; neither will ſuffer 


what they bid him to do. 

This I am ſure, that whoſo 
has try'd how very little Senſe is 
to be met with, or can be in- 
fus'd into Nurſes, and Nurſe- 
Maids; and with what difficul- 


* ty, 


him to be rewarded for doing 


(185) 

ty, even the beſt of them by 
thoſe who make it their buſineſs 
to watch over them, are re- 
ſtrain'd from what they are per- 
ſwaded has no hurt in it, will ſoon 
be ſatisfy'd how little fit it is to 
truſt Children any more than is 
neceſſary, in ſuch Hands. And 
no wiſer than ſuch, if not much 
worſe, are the greateſt part of 
thoſe who are uſually their im- 
mediate Succefſors , viz. young 
Scholars and Freach Maids , e- 

rected into Tutors and Gover- 
neſſes, only for the fake of a lit - 
tle Latin and French. | h 


In Mr. L----s excellent Trea- 


tiſe of Education, he ſhews how 
early and how great a Watchful- 
neſs and Prudence are requiſite 
to the forming the Mind of a 
Child to Vertue; and whoſo ſhall 
read what he has writ on that 
Subject, will, it is very likely, 
think that few Mothers are qua- 
lify'd for ſuch an undertaking as 
this: But that they are not fo 

is 
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is the Fault which ſhould be a- 
mended : In the mean time ne- 
vertheleſs, their preſum'd wil- 
lingneſs to be in the right, where 
the Happineſs of their Children 
is concern'd in it, mult certainly 
inable them, if they were but 
once convinod that this was their 
Duty, to perform it much better 
than ſuch People will do, who 
ha ve as little Skill and Ability for 
it as themſelves; and who be- 


ſides, that they rarely deſire to 


learn any more than they have, 


are not induc'd by Affection to 


do for thoſe under their care all 
the Good that they can. Since 
then the Affairs either of Men's 
Callings, or of their private E- 
ſtates, or the Service of their 
Country (all which are indiſpen- 
ſibly their Buſineſs) allows them 
not the leiſure to look daily aſter 
the Education of their Children; 
and that, otherwiſe, alſo they 
are naturally leſs capable than 
Women of that „ 
TT nd 
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and Tenderneſs, which the right 
Inſtruction and Direction of that 
Age requires; and ſince Servants 
are ſo far from being fit to be re- 
TE upon in that great concern, 
that to watch againſt the Impedi- 
ments they actually bring there- 
to, is no ſmall part of the care 
that a wiſe Parent has to take; I 
do preſume that (ordinarily ſpeak- 
ing) this ſo neceſſary a Work of 
forming betimes the Minds of 
Children fo as to diſpoſe them tq 
be hereafter Wiſe and Vertuous 
Men and Women, cannot be per- 
form'd but by Mothers only. It 
being a thing practicable but hy 
a very few to purchaſe the hav- 
ing always Wiſe, Vertuous and 
well Bred People, to take the 
place of a Parent in' governing 
their Children; and together 
with them ſuch Servants and 
Teachers, as muſt peculiarly be 


employ'd about them For the. 
World does not We e 


ſuch Perſons as theſe, and in ſuch 
circumſtances 
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circumſtances as not to pretend 
to more profitable employmeats 
than Men of one or two thouſand 
Pounds a Year (and much lefs 
thoſe great numbers who ha ve 
ſmaller Eſtates) can often afford 
to make the care of governing 
their Children from their Infan- 
cy to be. The procuring of ſuch 
2 Perſon as this may (by acei- 
dent) ſometimes be in ſuch a ones 
| Power; but te propoſe the in- 
gaging for reward whenever 
there ſhall be need for them, ver- 
tuous, wiſe, and well-bred Men 
and Women, to ſpend their time 
in taking care of the Education 
of young Children, is what can 
be done but by a very few ; ſince 
the doing this would not be found 
an eaſy charge to the greater 
part of almoſt any rank amongſt 
us ; unleſs they would be con- 
tent for the ſake hereof to abridge 
themſelves of ſome of their ex- 
travagant Expences; which are 

; uſually 


- Cy 3 
uſually the laſt that Men will de- 
ny themſelves. | 
It. is indeed wonderful {if we 
conſider Men as rational Crea- 
tures) to ſee how much Mony they 
will often beſtow, not upon their 
Vices only, (for this is not ſo un- 
accountable) but upon meerly fa- 
ſhionable Vanities, which give 
them more Trouble than Pleaſure 
in the enjoyment: et at the ſame 
time be as ſparing, as is poſſible, of 
colt upon aChild's Education; and 
it is certain, that for Rewards con- 
ſiderable enough to make it worth 
their while, thoſe of a far differ- 
ent Character from ſuch as for 
the moſt part undertake it, would 
be induc'd to accept even the ear- 
ly charge of Childrens Inſtructi- 
on. But every Gentleman of a 
good Family, or good Eſtate al- 
ois not in Circumſtances to pro- 
pound ſuch ſufficient Rewards; 
and for what the moſt can afford 
to give, very few capable of per- 
forming this matter well, will 
eee eee 
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trouble themſelves about it; at 
leaſt with ſuch Pupils as muſt be 
attended with Nurſes or Maids. 
Wherefore no other remedy, I be- 
lieve, can be found bur in retutn- 
ing ſtil] to our Concluſion, That 
this great concernment; on Which 
no leſs than Peoples Temporal and 
Eternal Happineſs does mightily 
depend, ought to be the Care and 
Ls de of Mothers. Nor do Wo- 
en ſeem leſs peculiarly adapted 
Nature hereunto, than it an 
be imagin'd they ſhould be, if the 
Author of Nature (as no doubt he 
did) deſign'd this to be their Pro- 
vince in that diviſion of Cares 
of Humane Life, which ought to 
be made between a Man and his 
Wife. For that ſoftneſs, gentle- 
neſs and tenderneſs, natural to the 
Female Sex, renders them much 
more ca pable than Men are of ſuch 
an infinnating Condeſcention to 
the Ca eee oßy dun CORES, 


as is Neceſſary in the Fackruction 
and Governnien of them, inſenſi- 
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1 
bly to form their early Inclinati- 
ons! And ſurely theſe diſtinguiſh- 
ing Qualities of the Sex were not 
given barely rodelight;,when they 
may, ſo manifeſtly, be profitable 
alſo, if joyn'd with a well-inform- 
ed Indelftanckng: From whence, 
viz, from Womans being natur- 
ally thus fitted to take this care of 
their little Ones, it follows, that 
beſides = ay {tice done to _ 
ſelves thereby, it is ing the 
DireCtion of Na tu br og Sel 
breeding up of Children, when 
Ladies are renderd uncapable 
hereof, through the want of ſuch 
due improremegts of their Rea - 
fon” as are requiſite hereunto. 
That this has been no more re- 
flected upon from a Principle of 
Fitty to that tender Age of Chil- 
— 4 u. fo * uires 
p, ſeems v ra For 
what can 5 70 juſter Comm 
ſeration than to fee ſack poor in- 
nocents, fofar' from ha ving the Aid 
5 ſtand in need of, t _ 
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thoſe who; the moſt wiſh to do | 
them good, and who reſent, wit 
the deepeſt Compaſſion, every lit- 
tle Malady which afflicts their ( 
Bodies, do never attempt to re- 
ſcue them from the greateſt evils ( 
which attend them in this Life, ' 
but even themſelves aſſiſt to 
plunge them therein, by cheri- 
- thing in them thoſe Paſſions | 
which will - inevitably |, render n 
them miſerable? A thing which II * 
can never be otherwiſe whilſt 5 
Women are bred up in no right c 
Notions of Religion and Vertue; _ 
or to know any uſe of Reaſon bur IN 4 
in the ſervice, of their Paſſions . 
and Inclinations; or; at beſt, of Ne 
their (comparatively trivial) In- r 


tereſts, 91 nannt bee! 
To; afſert upon this occaſion, I |, 
that Ladies would do well, if, . 

44 # 1} rr 
before they came to the care! of 
Families, they did imploy ſome IN | 
of their, many idle Hours in gain- 
ing a little Knowle 


guages, and the uſeſul Sciences, 
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would be, I know, to contra- 
dict the Senſe of moſt Men; but 
yet, I think, that ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion admits. of no other Confu- 
tation than the uſual one which 
oppoſite Opinions to theirs are 
wont to receive from People 
who Reaſon not, but live by 
Fancy, and Cuſtom ; viz. being 


laugh'd at: For it cannot be de- 


ny'd that this Knowledge would 
hereafter be more, or leſs, uſeful 


to Ladies, in inabling them ei- 


ther themſelves to teach their 
Children, or better to over-ſee 
and direct, thoſe who do fo : 
And tho? Learning is perhaps the 
leaſt part in Education, it is not 
to be neglected; but even betimes 
taken ſome care of, leaſt a Habit 
of Idleneſs, or Inapplication of 


the Mind be got, which once con- 


tracted, is very hardly cur'd. 
This being ſo, and that the 

W e all Science are diffi- 

cult to Children (who cannot 


like grown People fix their At- 


K tention) 


| (19829) 
_ tention) it is juſtly to be fear'd 
that they ſhould by the ill uſage 
they receive from the impatience 
and peeviſhneſs of ſuch Teachers, 
as Servants, or Young Tutors, 
take an Averſion to Learning 
(and we fee in effect, that this 
very frequently happens). For 
the Teaching of little Children 
ſo as not to diſguſt them, does 
tequire much greater Patience 
and Addreſs, than common Peo- 
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ple are often capable of; or than | 

moſt can imagine, who have not 

had experience hereof. But ſhould 
ſuch Teachers as we have ſpoke | 
= of, have the neceſſary complai- 5 
= fance for thoſe 3 each, there \ 
is then, on the other ſide, a yet iſ 
greater danger to be apprehend- WW © 

ed from them, which is that their n 

Pupils will become fond of them ; t 

the bad effect of which will be, MY 

That by an Affectation Natural : 


in Ohildren of imitating thofe 
they Love, they will have their © U 
Manners and eee tk 
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1 
&urd and Tainted by thoſe of 


Perſons ſo dear ro them. 

Now both the inconveniences 
here mention'd, might, at leaſt 
in great meaſure, if not wholly, 
be Remedy'd, would Mothers 
but be ar ſo much Pains as to 
Teach their Children either alto- 

ether, or in good part them- 
Lives, what it is fit for them to 


learn in the firſt Eight or Ten 


Years of their Lives. As to Read 
Engliſh perfectly; To under- 


ſtand ordinary Latin; and Arith- 
metick; with ſome general xnow- 


aße of Geography, Chronology, 
an 


Hiſtory. Moſt, or all of 
which things wy at the above- 


laid Age be underſtood by a Child 
of a very ordinary 9 and 
may be ſo taught Children as 
that they may learn them almoſt 


inſenſibly in Play, if they have 
skilful Teachers: It ſeems to me 


therefore that Young Ladies can- 


not better employ ſo much of 


their Time as is requiſite hereto, 


K 2 than 
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( 196 ) > 


than in acquiring ſuch Qualifi- | 


cations as theſe, which may be 
of ſo great uſe to them hereaf- 
ter; however, if any who have 


not made this early Provifion of 


ſuch Science, are yet truly deſi - 
rous to do their Children all the 
good that is in their Power to do 
ay, tho? not with 
the ſame Facility, yet be able to 


inſtruct them alike, notwith- 


ſtanding that diſadvantage; aud 
Mr. L-- on the Experience there- 
of, has aſſerted, That a Mother 
Who underſtands not Latin be- 
fore hand, may yet teach it to her 
Child ; which, if ſhe can, it is 
not to be doubted but that ſhe 
may do the ſame of all the reſt; 
for ſuch a ſuperficial Knowledge 
as will ſerve to enter any one in 
every of the above-named Sci- 
ences, is much eaſier attain'd 
than the Latin Tongue; and if a 
Mother have ever ſo little more 
Capacity than her Child, ſhe 
may eaſily keep before him, in 

| 6th teaching 
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0 „ 
teaching both him and her ſelf 
together; whereby ſhe will make 
herſelf the beſt Reparation that 
ſhe can for her paſt neglect, or 
that of her Parents herein: Who 
yet, perhaps, not from negli- 

ence may have declin'd giving 
ft this advantage, For Parents: 
ſometimes do purpoſely omit it. 
from an apprehenſion that ſhould 
their Daughters be perceiv'd to 
underſtand any learned Lan- 
guage, or be converſant in Books, 
they might be in danger of not 
finding Husbands ; fo few Men, 
as do, reliſhing theſe accompliſh- 
ments in a Lady. Nor, probab- 
ly, would even the example of a 
Mother herſelf who was thus 
ualify'd, and likewiſe under- 
ood, as is afore-ſaid, her Reli- 
gion, be any great incouragement 
to her Daughters to imitate her 
example, but the contrary. For 
this Knowledge, one part where- 
of is ſo ſtrictiy the Duty of a 
Chriſtian, and the other ſo in- 
KX 3. conſiderable 
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conſiderable to thoſe whoſe Time 


commonly lies upon their Hands, 


would in itſelf, or in the con- 


ſequences of it, expoſe a young 
Woman of Quality (eſpecially if 
not thought unfit for the falhi. 
anable Commerce of the World) 
to be charaQeeriz'd or cenſur'd, as 
would not be very pleaſing to 
her. For if it be conſider'd, that 


ſhe who did ſeriouſly deſire to 


make the beſt uſe of what ſhe 


knew, would neceſſarily. be o- 


blig'd (for the gaining of Time 


| wherein ſhe might do ſo) to or- 
der the Coarſe, and manner of 


her Life ſomething differently 
from others of her Sex and Con- 
dition, it cannot be doubted but 
that a Conduct, which carry'd 


With it fo much Reproach to 


Woman's Idleneſs, and diſap- 
pointment to Men's Vanity, 
would quickly be. judg'd fit to be 
ridicul'd out of the World before 
others were infected by the ex- 


which 


(99% 
which a Lady thus knowing and 
ſingular, could expect, would be 
that hardly {eſcaping Calumny, 
ſne ſhould be in Town the 
Jeſt of the Would be- Mittag the 
wonder of Fools, and a Searxe- 


crow to keep from her Houſe 


many honeſt; People who are to 
be pitty'd for having no more 
Wit than they have, becauſe; it 
is not their ow]n Fault that they 
ha ve no more. But in the Coun» 
try ſhe would, probably „ fare 
{till worſe; for - there her under- 
| ſtanding of the Chriſtian, Reli- 
gion would go neares to render 

r ſuſpected of Hereſy even by 
thoſe who thought the heſt of hes; 
Whilſt her little Zeal for any Sect 
ar Party would make rhe Clergy 
af all forts give , her out for a: So- 
cinian, or a | Neiſt > And ſhould 


but a very little Philoſophy: be 


added to her other Knowledge, 


even for an Atheiſt. The Par- 


ſon af the Pariſh, for Jear of he- 
ing ask'd bard r 1 wane 
gv 5 
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de ſhy of coming near her, be 
2 be Reception ever ſo invi- 
ting; and this could not but car- 
ſome ill intimation + with it 
to ſuch asReverenc'd the Doctor, 
and who, it is likely, might be 
already ſatisfyd from the Re- 
ports of Nurſes, and Maids, that 
their Lady was indeed a Woman 
of ve Whimſies. Her pru- 
depꝶę Conduct and Management 
airs would probably ſecure 
her from being thought out of 
her Wits by her near Neighbours; 
but the Coun try Gentlemen that 
wiſh'd her well, could not yet 
chuſe but be afraid for her, leſt 
too much Learning might in 
Time make her Mad. nt 
The faving of but one Soul 
from Deſtruction, is, it is true, a 
noble recompence for ten Thou- 
ſand ſuch Cenſurers as theſe ; but 
it is wondrous ſtrange that onl) 
to be a Chriſtian, with ſo muc 
other Knowledge as. a Child of 
Nine or Ten Years Old may, and 
20 | ought 
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ought to have, ſhould expoſe a 
Lady to ſo great Reproaches ; 
And what a ſhame is this forMen 
whoſe woful Ignorance is the 
alone Cauſe thereof ? For it is. 
manifeſtly true that if the inimi- 
table Author of Les Caracteres, ou 
les Mæurs de ce Siecle, had de- 
manded in England, who forbids 
Knowledge to Women ? It muſt. 
have been anſwer'd him, the Ig- 
norance of the Men does ſo; and 
the ſame Anſwer I think he. 
might have receiv'd in his own. 
Country. 
 Monſeur Bruyere ſays indeed, 
and likely it is, That Men have 
made no Laws, or pat out any Edicts 
whereby Women are prohibited to 


open their Eyes; to Read; to Re- 


member what they Read, and to 
make uſe thereof in their Converſa- 
tion, or in compoſing of Works, But 
ſurely he had little Reaſon, to 
ſuppoſe, as he herein does, that 
Women could not otherwiſe than 
by Laws and Eadidts be reſtrain'd 

„5 from 
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(202 ) 
from Learning. It is ſufficient 
for this that no body aſſiſts them 
in it; and that they are made to 
ſee betimes that it would be diſ- 
advantageous to them to have it. 

For how few Men are there, that 
arrive to any Eminence therein? 
tho? Learning is not only not pro- 
hibited to them &y Laws and E- 
dts}, but that ordinarily much 
Care, and Pains, is taken to give 
it them ; and that great Profits, 
oftentimes, and, always, Honour 
atrends their having ir. 

The Law of Fa ſhion, eſtabliſh'd 
by Repute and Diſrepute, is to 
moſt People the powerfulleſt of 
all Laws, as Monſieur Brayere ve- 
ry well knew ; whoſe too Satyri- 
cal Genius makes him aſſign as 
Cauſes of Womens not having | 
Knowledge, the univerſally ne- | 
ceflary. conſequences of being 
bred' in the want thereof. But 
what on different occaſions he f 
fays of the Sex, will either on the 
one part vindicate them, . 

5 | erve 


4 y 


ferve for an Inſtance that this 
Ingenious Writers Reflectiqans , 


however witty, are not always 


inſtructive, or juſt” Corrections. 


For either Women have generally 
ſome other more powerful Prin 
ciple of their Actions than what 
terminates in rendering them- 
ſelves pleaſing to Men (as hie in- 


ſinuates they have got) or elſe 
they neglect the improvement of 


their Minds and Underftandings, 
as not finding them of any uſe to 
that purpoſe ; whence it is not 
equal in him to charge it peculi- 
arly (as he does) upon that Sex 
(if it be indeed ſo much charge- 
able on them as on Men) that 
they are diverted from Science 


by ane carioſite toute differente de 


celle qui contente l Eſpirt : ou un 


tous autre gout que celu a exercer. 


leur Memoire. 9 

Yet ſince I think it is but Na- 
tural, and alike fo in both Sex 
to deſire to pleaſe the Abet, 1 
may, I ſuppoſe, without any In- 


jurious 
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jurious Reflection upon Ladies, 
preſume, that if Men did uſually 


find Women the more amiable 
for being knowing, they would 
much more commonly, than now 
they are, be ſo. | 

But the Knowledge hitherto 
ſpoken of has a nobler Aim than 
the pleaſing of Men, and begs 
only Toleration from them; in 
fat et whereof they would at 
eaſt equally conſult their own 


= 


advantage: as they could not 


but find, did They not by a com- 
mon Folly, incident to Humane 


Nature, hope that contradictions 
ſhould ſubſiſt together in their 


Favour ; from whence only it is 


that very many who would not 
that Women ſhould have Know- 


ledge, do yet complain of, and 


very impatiently bear the Na- 

tural, and unavoidable conſe- 

quences of their Ignorance. 
But what ſure Remedy can be 


1 found for Effects 'whoſe Cauſe 


remains? and on what ground 
. can 


nr 
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can it be expected that Ignorance ' 


and uninſtructed Perſons ſhould 
ha ve the Vertues which proceed 
from a rightly inform'd Under- 
ſtanding, and well cultivated 
Min ? or not be liable to thoſe 
Vices which their Natures incline 
them to? And how ſhould it o- 
therwiſe be than that they, who 
ha ve never conſider'd the Nature 
and Conſtitution of Things, or 
weigh'd the Authority of the Di- 
vine Law, and what it exacts of 
them, ſhould be perſwaded that 
nothing can be ſo truly profitable 
to them as the Indulgence of their 
preſent Paſſions, and Appetites? 
Which whoſo places their Ha ppi- 
neſs in the ſatisfaction of, cannot 
fail of being themſelves miſera- 
ble, or of making thoſe fo who 
are concern'd in them. | 
Humane Nature is not capa- 
ble of durable ſatisfaction when 


the Paſſions and Appetites are 


not under the direction of right 


Reaſon: And whilſt we eagerly 
| purſue - 
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purſue what difappoints our ex- 
peQation, or cloys with the En- 


joyment, as all irregular plea- 


ſures, however Natural, do; 
and whilſt we daily create to our 
ſelves delires ſtill more vain, as 
thinking thereby to be ſupply'd 
with new Delights, we ſhall e- 
ver (inſtead of finding true Con- 
tentment) be ſubjected to uneafi- 
nels, diſguſt and vexation: The 
unhappy itate more, or leſs, of all 
who want that Knowledge which 
is requiſite todirett their Actions 
ſuitably to the Ends which as ra- 
tional Creatures they ought to 
propoſe: and as can inable them 
profitably to employ their Time. 
But ſince Examples do the belt 
perſwade, let us fee, with re- 
{pe& to Women, in the moſt con- 
ſidera ble Inſtances, what plainly 
are the Natural conſequences of 
that Ignorance which: they uſu- 
ally are bred in ; and which Men 
think ſo advantageous to them- 
ſelves. AA} 

| We 
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We will ſuppoſe then a Lady 
bred, as the generality of Men 
think ſhe ſhould be, in a blind 
belief concerning Religion; and 
taught that it is even ridiculous 
for a Lady to trouble her Head 
about this matter; ſince it is ſo 
far from being a Science fit for 
her, that it indeed properly be- 
longs only to Gown-Men : and 
that a Woman very well Merits 
to be lauglid at who will act the 
Doctor: Her Duty in the caſe 
being plain and eaſie; as requi- 
ring only of her to believe and 
practice what ſhe is taught at 
Church, or in ſuch Books of Piety 
as ſhall be recommended to her 
by her Parents, or ſome Spiritual 
Director. | 11 
This is generally, I think, the 
Senſe of Men concerning the 
Knowledge which Ladies ought 
to have of Religion: And thus 
much, I doubt, may ſuffice for 
their Salvation.“ But the ſaving 
of their Souls (tho? it were here- - 
in 


(208) 

in as ſure as it is poſſible) is not, I 
ſuppoſe, all that Men are Solici- 
tous for in regard of their Wives; 
their own Honour in that of 
thoſe ſo near to them, does] think, 
much more frequently and ſen- 
libly employ their Care: And 
that, too often, appears to be but 
very weakly ſecur'd by ſuch an 
implicit Faith as this. For theſe 
Believers (eſpecially if they are 
thought to have any Wit, as well 
as Beauty) will hardly eſcape 
meeting {ome time or other, with 
thoſe who. will ask them why they 
Believe; and if they find then that 
they have no more Reaſon for 
oing to Church than they ſhould 
3 had to go: o Mats, or even 
ro the Synagogue, had they been 
bred amongſt Papiſts or Jews, 
they muſt needs, at the ſame 
time, doubt whether, or no, the 
Faith they ha ve been brought up 
in, is any righter than either of 
theſe; from whence they will, 
(by eaſy ſteps) be induc'd to que- 
| tion 


einten 
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ſtion the Truth of all Religion, 
when they ſhall be told by thoſe 
who have inſinuated themſelves 
into their Eſteem and good Gra- 
ces, that indeed All Religions 
a re, alike, the Inventions and Arti- 
fices of cunning Men to govern 
the World by; unworthy of im- 


poſing upon ſuch as have their 
good Senſe: That Fools only, 


and Ignorants are kept in Awe, 
and reſtrain'd by their Precepts; 


which, if they obſerve y 


ſhall: ever find, are the 
bey'd by thoſe who pretend 


7 
F 


thers. | 


That this is Language which 
Women often hear is certain: 


And ſuch a one as knows no rea- 


ſon for what ſhe has been taught 
to believe, but has been reprov'd, 


perhaps, for demanding one, can 
very hardly avoid being perſwad- 


ed that there is much appearance 
of Truth in this; whence ſhe will 
ſoon come to conclude, that ſhe 


has 


* 
moſt to obtrude them upon o- 
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has hitherto been in the wrong, if 
upon any ſcruple of Religion, ſhe 
has not gratity'd her Inclination, 
in Whatever ſhe imagines might 
tend to make her Life more plea- 
ſing to her. And ſhould a young 
Lady, thus diſpos'd, find a Lover | 
Whom ſhe thinks has a juſt value | 
for all her good Qualities, which | 
at, heſt, perhaps, procure her but 0 
the cold Civility of her Husband, q 
it is odds that ſhe may be in dan- f 
er of giving him cauſe to wiſh ſ 
-the- had been better inſtructed, \ 
than may-poſſibly ſuffice ſor her is 
Salvation; Which, whatever t. 
happens, none can pronounce, v 
may not be ſecur'd from the al-- \ 
lowances due to ſo great Igno- v 
rance, or at leaſt by any timely tl 
F Repentance; Whilſt Honour, if n 
not intirely Ship-wrack'd , it is 
ſcarce reaſonable to hope, ſhould th 
ſuffer no Diminution on ſuch an gi. 
occalion; the which, that Wo- m 
men the molt vertuouſly diſposd, IF be 
may never be within diſtance 0, lec 
Wi 
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will, in an Age like this, be beſt 
provided for by their being be» 
times inſtructed in the true Rea- 
ſons and Meaſures of their Du- 
ty; ſince thoſe, who are ſo, are 
not only better able to defend 
their Vertue, but have alſo the 
ſeldomeſt occaſion for ſuch a de- 


fence, Men, how ill ſoever in- 


clin'd, being aw'd by, and made 
aſham'd to attaque with ſo pitt;» 


ful Arguments, as Vice admits of, 


ſuch as they ſee are rationally 
Vertuous; whilſt eaſy ignorance 
is look'd upon as a Prey expos'd- 
to every bold Invader: And 
whatever Garb of Gravity or 
Modeſty it is cloath'd Withal, in- 


vites ſuch very often, even Where 


the Charms of the Perſon would 
not otherwiſe attract them. 


But as ſuch Men who think 


that the underſtanding of Reli- 


gion is a thing needleſs to Wo- 
men, do commonly much more 


believe all other rational Knows 


ledge to be ſo; let us ſee how rea- 
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ſonably theſe ſame Men who 
willingly allow not to Ladies any 
employment of their Thoughts 
worthy of them as rational Crea- 
tures, do yet complain, that ei- 
ther Play 1s their daily and ex- 
penſive paſtime; or that they 
love not to be at home taking 
care of their Children, as did 
heretofore Ladies who were ho- 
nour'd for their Vertue; but that 
an eternal round of idle Viſits, 
the Park, Court, Play-houſes and 
Muſick Meetings, with all the 
coſtly Preparations to being ſeen 
in publick, do conſtantly take up 
their Time and their Thoughts. 
For how heavy an Accuſation ſo- 
ever this, in itſelf, is, may it not 
juſtly be demanded of ſuch Men 
as we have ſpoken of, what good 
they imagine Mothers who un- 
derſtand nothing that is fit for 
their Children to know, {ſhould 
procure to them by being much 
in their Company: And next, 
whether they indeed think it ow 

| table 
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table to deſire to confine Ladies 
to ſpend the beſt part of their 


play with them as- a more 
entertaining ſort of Monkeys 
or Parroquets, is all the plea- 
ſing Converſation that they are 
capable of having with them ? 
For no other Delight can igno- 


rant Women take in the Compa- 


ny of young Children; and it to 
deſire this, is not equitable or 
| juſt, muſt it not be concluded, 
that the greateſt part of thoſe, 
who make the above-mention'd 
Complaints, do really mean no- 
thing elſe thereby, but, by a co- 
lourable and handſome pretence, 
to oblige their Wives, either to 


may be, the occaſions of gaining 
uneaſy ? Neither can ſuch, poſ- 
ſibly, be preſum'd upon any Prin- 


ciple of Vertue, to diſapprove 
thoſe ways of anothers ſpending 


Lives in the Society and compa- 
ny of little Children; when to 
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their Time, or Mony, which 
themſelves will either upon no 
conlideration forbear ; or elſe do 
ſo only, from a preference of 
things as little, or yet lefs rea- 
fonable ; as Drinking, Gaming, 
or Lew'd Company. Such Per- 
ſons of both Sexes as Theſe, are 
indeed but fit Scourges to cha- 
ſtiſe each others Folly; and they 
do fo ſufficiently, whilſt either 
reſtraint on the one ſide begets 
unconquerable hatred and- aver- 
lion; or elſe an equal indulgence 
puts all their Affairs into an intire 
confuſion and diſorder: Whence 
Want, mutual Ill Will, Difobe- 
dience of Children, their Extra- 
vagance, and all the ill effects of 
neglected Government, and bad 
Example follow; till they make 
ſuch a Family a very Purgatory 
toevery one who lives in it, And 
as the Original cauſe of all theſe 
miſchiefs is Peoples not living 
like rational Creatures, but giv- 
ing themſelves up to the _ 

on- 
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Conduct of their Deſires and Ap- 

petites; ſo all who in any mea- 
ſure do thus, will accordingly, 
more or leſs, create vexation te 


each other, becauſe it is impoſſi- 
ble that they ſhould ever be at 
eaſe, or contented in their own 
Minds. en bees CHOU 
There being then fo very few 
rea ſona ble People in the World, 
as are, that is to ſay, ſuch Who 
indea vour to live conformably to 
the Dictates of Reaſon, ſubmit- 
a ting their Paſſions and Appetites 
- to the Government and DireQt- 
: on of that Faculty which God 
- has given them to that end ; what 
- wonder can it be that fo few are 
f happy ina Marry'd Eftate ? And 
d how little cauſe is there to charge 
e their Infelicity, as often is done, 
7 upon this Condition, as if it were 
ſe 
2 


3 ee ry Conſequence there - 
Abe neceſſities of a Family ve- 
ry often, and the injuſtice of Pa- 
rents ſometimes, cauſes People 
to 
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to ſacrifice their Inclinations, in 
this matter, to intereſt; which 
muſt needs make this State un- 
eaſy in the beginning to thoſe 
who are otherways ever ſo much 
fitted to live well in ſuch a 
Relation; yet ſcarce any ver- 
tuous and reaſonable Man and 
Woman who are Husband and 
Wife, can know that it is both 
their Duty and Intereſt (as it 1s) 
reciprocally to make each other 
Happy without effectually doing 
ſo in a little time. But if no con- 
trary Inclination obſtruct this 
Felicity, a greater cannot cer- 
5 any be propos'd, fince Friend- 
ſhip has been allow'd by the wiſ- 
elt, moſt vertuous, and moſt ge- 
nerous Men of all Ages to be the 
ſolideſt and ſweeteſt pleaſure in 
this World: And where can 
Friendſhip have ſo much advan- 
tage to arrive to, and be main- 
tain'd in its Perfection, as where 
two Perſons have inſeparably 
one and the ſame Intereſt; 2 
| _ fee 
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ſee themſelves united, as it were, 


in their common Off- ſpring? All 
People, it is certain, have not a 
like fitneſs for, or ,reliſh of this 
plea ſu ot of Friendſhip , . Which 
therefore, however preferable to 
others in the real advantages of 
it, cannot be. equally valuable to 
all. But where there is mutually 


that predominant Diſpoſition to 


vertuous Love, which is the Cha- 
racteriſtick of the moſt excellent 


Minds, I think we cannot frame 


an Idea of ſo great Happineſs to 
be found in any thing in this 
Life, as in a Marry'd State. 
It ſeems therefore one of the 
worſt Marks that can be of the 
Vice and Folly of any Age when 
Mariage is commonly con- 
7 therein; ſince nothing 
can make it to be ſo but Mens 
Averſeneſs to, or incapacity for 
thoſe things which moſt diſtin- 
guiſh them from Brutes, Vertue 
and Friendſhiipß . 
But it were well if Mariage 
was not become a State almoſt 
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as much fear'd by the Wiſe, as 
gcſpis'd by Fools. Cuſtom and 
filly Opinion, whoſe confequences 
vet are (for che moſt part) not 
W but rzal Evils, do 
uſually make it by their beſt 
Friends t t adviſeable for 
thoſe of the Female Sex once to 
rack altho' the Riſque which 
they 


erein Tun of being wretch- 
ed, is yet much greater than that 
of Men; who (not having the 
ſame inducements from the ha- 
zard of their Reputation, or any 
uneaſie dependance )are, from the 
examples of others Mi, fortunes, 
often deter'd from ſeeking Feli- 
city in a condition wherein they 
ſo rarely ſee, or hear of any who 
find it; it being too true that 
one can frequent but little Com- 
pany, or know the Story of but 
few Families, without hearing 
of the publick Diviſions, and 
Diſcords of Marry'd People, or 
learning their private Diſcontents 
from their being in that ſtate. 
But fince the cauſe of ſuch un- 
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happineſs lies only in the corrup- 
tion of Manners, were that re- 
dreſsd, there would need nothing 
more to bring Mariage into credit. 
Vice and Ignorance, thus, we 
ſee, are the great Sources of thoſe 
Miſeries which Men ſuffer in e- 
very ſtate. Theſe, oſtentimes, 
mingle Gall even in their ſweet- 
eſt Pleaſures; and imbitter to 
them the wholeſomeſt Delights. 
But what remedy hereto. can be 
hop'd for, if rational Inſtruction 
and a well order'd Education of 
Youth, in reſpect of Vertue and 
Religion, can only (as has been 
ſaid) rectify theſe Evils? For vi- 
cious and. ignorant Parents are 
neither capable of this, or gene- 
rally willing that their Children 
ſhould be inftrutted or govern'd 
any other ways, than as them- 
ſelves have been before them. 

One might hence therefore, it 
may be, reaſonably believe, that 
God reſerves to himſelf, by ſome 
extraordinary interpoſition of his 
Providence, that Reformation 
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which we are aſſur'd, will ſome 
time be effected. But yet if all 

etſons, eminent by their Qua- 

ity, who merit not to be rank'd 
among the Vicious and Ignorant, 
would give the Example, much 
would thereby be done towards 
the introducing of a general a- 
mendment: Since theſe could 
make a greater care of Education 
in the above mentionꝰd Reſpects, 
become, in ſome degree, Fa ſhi- 
onable: And even a reaſonable 
thing will not want Followers, if 
it be once thought the Faſhion, 
We have ſeen alſo that Mothers, 
in regard of their Childrens In- 
ſtruction, ought to take upon 
themſelves, as their proper Buſi- 
neſs, a very great part in that 
concernment; and one would 


think that there were no incon-. 
ſiderable number of Ladies a- 


mongſt us, who might, with hopes 
of ſucceſs, be addreſs'd to, that 
they would indea vour to acquit 
themſelves herein of their Duty. 


I mean all ſuch as are unhappily 
l n Marry'd: 


+ 7 
Sata ti * 9 4 


(edding) Cot 
| Marry'd; for what ſo good Re- 
paration can they find. for the 
misfortune of having fooliſh and 
vicious Husbands, who neglect or 
treat them IIl, as the having 
Children honourid for their Ver- 
tue, and who ſhall honour: and: 
love them, not only as their Pa- 
rents, but as thoſe to whom they. 
owe much more than their Being? 

To perſwade ſuch whoſe Heads 
are full of Pleafure, and whoſe 
Hours paſs gaily, to ſeek their ſa - 
tisfaction in things of which they 
have never yet had anytaſt, could 
not reaſonably be thought other 
than a vain Attempt: But they 
who are wretched , one would 
think, ſhould: be eaſily prevaild : 
with to hearken to any Propoſi- 
tion, which brings but the lèeaſt 
glimpſe. of Happineſs to them; 
and were that tenderneſs of their. 
Children, which ingages Mothers 
to do them all the good they can, 
leſs natural than it is to Vertu- 
ous Women, one would imagine, 

that when, from theſe alone they 
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muſt expect all their Felicity in 


this Life, they ſhould readily con- 


tribute what is in their Power to 
the ſecuring to themſelves this 
only Bleſſing which they can 
propofe; and which they cannot 
miſs of, without the greateſt in- 
creaſe imaginable to their preſent 
unhappineſs : Childrens IIl- do- 


ing being an' Affliction equal to 


the Joy of their —_ well : 
Which muſt be an unſpeakable 
one to ſuch Parents as are conſci- 
ous, that this is in great meaſure 


the Eruit and Effect of their right 
direction. Nor is there any thing 


which a vertuous Man or Woman 
does not think they owe, or is too 
much for them to return to rhoſe 


to whom they believe themſelves 


indebted for their being ſuch. How 


great a Felicity then ma y a Mo- 


ther, unhappy in the Relation of 
a Wite, (by- procuring to herſelf 
ſuch Friends as theſe) lay up for 
her declining Age, which muſt 
otherwiſe be more miſerable than 
her unfortunate ' Louth? And 
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how-much better would ſhe em- | 
ploy her time in this care, than 
in the indulging to a weakneſs, 
very incident to tender Minds, 
which is to bemoan themſelves, 
inſtead of caſting about for Re- 
lief againſt their Afflictions „ 
whereby they become but yet 
more ſotten'd to the Impreſſions 
of their Sorrow, and every day 
leſs able to ſupport them? by 
They are uſually (it is true) the 
molt Vertuous Women who are 
the * to bear with immode- 
rate Grief, the ill Humour, or 
unkindneſs of their Husbands: 
But it is pitty that ſuch, who (1a 
an Age wherein the contrary is 
too often practis d) have more 
Vertue than to think of return- 
ing the Injuries they receive, 
ſhould want ſo much Wit as not 
to repay unkindneſs, with a juſt 
contempt of it: But inſtead | 
thereof, fooliſhly ſacrifice their 
Lives, or the Comforts of them 
(which. is our All in this World) 
to thoſe who will not ſacrifice 
| L 4 the 
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the leaſt inclination to their rea- 
ſonable Satisfaction: And how 
much wiſer and more becomin 
Chriſtians would it be for ſbeß 
Ladies to reflect leſs upon what 
others owe to them, and more 
upon what they owe to them- 
ſelves and their Children, than 
to abandon themſelves, 'as too 
many de, to 2 fruiles Grief ; 
which ſer ves for nothing elſe, bur 
to render them yet leis agre- 
able to thoſe whom they deſire 


0 pleaſe; and uſeleſs in the 
World: Diſeaſes; and, in time, 
conffatit” ill Health being the al- 
moſt never failing "EffeQs of a. 
laſting Difcontent upon ſuch fee- 
ble Conſtitutions. But I take 
leave to ſay, that the fault of 
thoſe who make others thus mi- 
ſ{krable, and the weakneſs of ſuch. 
who thus ſuffer their Minds to 
ſinkunderAdverſity,are in a great 
meaſure both owing to one and 
the ſame Cauſe, viz. Ignorance 
of the true Rules and Meaſures. 
of their Duty; whereby they 
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would be taught to correct every 
exceſs; together with the want 
of ſuch other Knowledge (ſuit- 
able to the Capacity and Condi- 
tion of the Perſon) as would both, 
ufefully and agreably . employ, 
their Time: This -Knowledge;, 
tho”-nat perhaps of a Nature im- 
mediately conducing to form, or, 
rectify. the Manners, yet doing 
ſo, in a great meaſure, by reſtrain: 
ing or preventing the irregulari- 
ties, of them. For as ill natur d 
and. vicious Men, if they. know 
but how. 19 and proſita- 
bly to employ thoſe tedious hours 
Which lye upon their Hands, 
would be generally leſs Vicious, 
and leſs ill Humour'd than they. 
are; ſo Women of the molt ſenſible; 
Diſpolitiens would not give up 
themſelves to ſorrow that is al- 
ways hurtful, and ſometimes; 
dangerous both in their Honour 
and Salvation (exceſs, of Tender 
neſs, when abuvd, roo often Prog, 
dueing Hatred, and that Res. 
venge) if they were, not only. 
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very little inform'd as to What 
God requires of them; but alſo 
very Ignorant in regard of any 
kind of Ingenious Knowledge, 
whereby they might delight fully 
employ themſelves, and divert 
thoſe difpleafing Thoughts which 
(otherwiſe) will inceſſantly 'Tor- 
ment,and Prey upon their Minds. 


She who has no Inclinations un- 


becoming a Vertuous Woman, 
Who preters her Husbands Aﬀe- 
Qion to all things in the 
World; and who can no longer 
flnd that pleaſure in the ordina- 
ry Circle of Ladies Diverſions, 
Which perhaps, they gave her in 
her firſt Youth, is but very ill pro- 
vided to bear Diſcontent where 
ſhe propoſes her greateſt ſatisfa- 
ion, if ſhe has nothing within 
her ſe}f which can afford her plea- 
ſure, independently upon others: 
Which is what none can laſtingly 
have, without ſome improvement 
of their rational Faculties; ſince 
as Childhood, and Youth, wear. 
off, the reliſh of thoſe pleaſures 
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that are ſuited to them, do ſo too; 
on which account the moſt hap- 
py would not ill conſult their ad- 
vantage, if by contracting be- 
times a Love of Knowledge 
(which is ever fruitful in delight 
to thoſe who have once a true 
taſte of it) they provide in their 
Youth ſuch a Source of Pleaſure 
for their Old Age as Time will 
not diſſipate, but improve; by 
rendring their Minds no leſs vi- 
gorous, and its Beauties yet more 
attrac ing, when the ſhort Liv'd 
ones of their Faces are impair'd,” 
and gone. Whilſt thoſe whoſe 


Youthful Time has been devoted 


to Vanities, or Trifles, Age does 
inevitably deliver over either to 
melancholy Repentance, or (at 
beſt) to the weartſome Languiſh-- 
ings which attend a Life depriv'd 
of Deſire andF*Enjoyment. - 
Now in the purſuit of that 
Pleaſure which. the exerciſe and 
improvement of the underſtand- 
10S BIVES, I fee no Reaſon Why 
it thould not be thought that all 
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Science lyes as open to a Lady as 


to a Man: And that there is 
none which ſhe may not proper- 
ly, make her Study, according 


as The ſhall find her {elf beſt fit- 
ed to ſucceed therein; or as is 


molt agreeable to her Inclinati- 
on :- provided ever, that all ſuch 
Knowledge as relates to her Du- 
ty „or is, any way, peculiarly 


Proper to her Sex,and Condition, 


principally, and in the firſt 
place her Care: For it is indeed 
very prepoſterous for a Woman 
Time in enquiries, 


her, to the neglect of that for 
Ignorance whereof ſhe will be 
guilty before God, or blameable 
in the Opinion of all Wiſe Men: 
And to do this, is plainly no leſs 
irrational and abſurd, than for 
one deſtitute of neceſfary Cloath- 
ing, 15 out what ſhould ſup- 
ply that want upon things meerly 
of Ornament. There is yet, me- 
thinks, no diiference betwixt the 


— 
and that of Learned Men, who do 
the ſame thing, except that the 
one is the greater Rarit . 

But it is not perhaps very ſeq- 
ſonable to propoſe that Ladies 
ſhould have any greater Accom- 
pliſnments or Improvements f 
their Underſtandings than tlie 
well diſcharging of their Duty 
requires, till it is thought fit for 
them to have that: Ihe advan- 

tages of Which to. Men them. 
ſelves, and the neceſſity thereof 
to a right Education of their 
Children of both Sexes are too 
evident, when reflected upon, not 
to obtain Encouragement of ſo 
much Knowledge in Women from 

| all Who are Lovers of Vertue, 

| were it not true that Conviction. 

does not always operate. The 

Law of Faſhion or Cuſtom, is tilt 

to be obey d, let Reaſon contra- 

dict it ever fo much: And thoſe? 
bold Adventurers are look'd up- 
on but as a ſort of Don Quixots; 
whoſe Zeal for any Reformation 
puts them upon * ge- 
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- erally receiv d Opinions, or Pra- 
ctices; even tho? the Honour of 
their Maker be concern'd there- 
in; Or. (what is nearer to moſt ) 
their own Private and Temporal 
Intereſts. I am ſure that a juſt 
conſideration of both theſe fur- 
niſhes every one with very co- 
gent inducements to make what 
oppoſition they can to Immorali- 


3 ty, both by amending their own 


faults, and by iudeavouring to 
prevail upon others to correct 
whatever has contributed to the 
making us a vicious People. For, 


not to ſay that it is a rational as 


well as Pious Fear that God by 
ſome ſignal Judgment upon ſuch 
as have abus'd many Mercies, 
ſhould make an example of them 
for the deterring of others, it is 
more certain (tho? uſually leſs 
reflected upon) that it is no way 
neceſſary to the puniſhment of 
any Wicked. Ungrateful Nation, 
that God ſhould interpoſe, by 
ſome extraordinary act of his 
Providence, to inflict upon ep 

. the 


the due Reward of theit Diſobe- f 
dience, and Ingratitude: Since 


ſo fitly are all things diſpos'd ia 
their Original Conſtitution, ank 
the order of Nature to the All- 


(without his eſpeciallatery 
in the caſe) theeftabliſh'd courſe 

of things does bring to paſs the 

effects that he fees it in ref 


any People from the avenging 
Hand of the Almighty, in the mo 
aſtoniſning Judgments which 


ſition 


of the Moral, as Well as of the 
Natural World; not ſcarcely can 


can render them an eminent ex- _ 7 


ample of his Diſplea ſure, receive 
any ſeverer Chaſtiſement, than 
what they will find in the Natu- 
ral reſult and conſequences of 
their Moral 'Corruption -when 
grown to an Extremitʒ 
It would be to enter into a 
large Field of Diſcourſe to ſhew 


teſted this. And we perceive, bur 
too ſenſibly, that Vice proporti- 
onably to its meaſure, carries a- 
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how experience has always at- 
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Ms ene or Religion to- 
wills God: Want of Truth and Fi- 
delity amongſt Men: Luxury and 
Iatemperancè, follow'd with the neg- 
lect of induſtry, and application to 
uſeful Arts and Sciences, are neceſ- 
ſarily attended, with miſery, and have 
been uſually alſo, the'Fore-runners of 
approaching Ruine to the beſt and 
moſt flouriſhing Governments which 
have been in the World. And as in 
the ſame proportion that theſe things 
do any where prevail, ſo muſt natũ· 
rally the I of ſuch a People; 
it is evident, that for any Prophane, 
Debauch'd, or Vicious Nation to ex- 
pect a durable Proſperity, is no other 
than to hope that God will in their 
Favour (ho have juſtly- incur'd his 
Indignation) withhold the natural Ef- 
fects of that Conſtitution and Ortler 
of things, which he has with infinite 
Wiſdom Eſtabliſh'd : A Conceit too 
contradictious to Reaſon, as w 
too Preſumptuous, for any one I 
poſe, © nkenfeig * 
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